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PREFACE. 


T- HE following concifc hiftory of a 
1 cople, n ho, for iome time, made no in- 
confidernblc figure in Ifindoilan, after a 
delay of many year:', i* at length pre- 
lcnted to the world, at a period when the 
paiiions and mterefis of men being no lon¬ 
ger concerned in any of the events of 
which it treats, it may poflibly meet with 
a more impartial and indulgent reception, 
than it might otherwife have been fuppofed 
entitled to. 

But, as fume particulars contained in it 
have been the fubject of much acrimoni- 
A 2 | oi^ 
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ous difcuffion, both in England and in 
India, it may not be improper that the 
writer fhould previoufly date the circum- 
dances which, by pofleffing him of the ma¬ 
terials, firftled him at all to think offuch 
a compofiiion, as this may ferve to con¬ 
vince the candid reader, that, in venturing 
to obtrude this little production upon his 
attention, he is not actuated by any finider 
views, nor by that fpint of party, which, 
unhappily, but too much prevails, even 
jn matters where it ought lead to be met 
with, and where it is mod prejudicial to 
the advancement of truth and knowledge; 
and, in doing this, he will endeavour 
to ftiun, as much as podible, unneceffary 
cgotifm, although it mud unavoidaly com¬ 
pel him to touch upon fubje&s which 
would otherwife be altogether foreign 
and improper. 


Soon 
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Soon after the author’s fir ft appointment 
into the India Company’s fervice (about 
fifteen years ago) he applied himfelf, 
with fome affiduity, to the ftudy of the 
oriental languages, particularly of that 
grand medium of all correfpondence and 
negotiation in India, the Perfan; about 
three years after, he had the honour to be 
called upon by the officer then command¬ 
ing that portion of the Bengal army 
which was on the field ftation, (who is 
now in England) for his afiiftance in that 
particular department, for which he had 
by this time qualified himfelf, to wit, 
tranjlation and country correfpondence: Here, 
as a new field of inveftigation and inquiry 
was opened to him, in the probability that 
he might, in the courfe of his duty, have 
the management of political bufinefs fre¬ 
quently committed to his charge, he was 
anxious to acquire fuch a degree of know- 
A 3 ledge 
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ledge of the hiftory and connections of the 
neighbouring Rates, as might enable him 
to execute matters of that kind in a man¬ 
ner worthy of fo important a trufh—It 
was, at the fame time, his fortune to 
meet with a perfon of fome conlequence, 
who was an Afgan, then aCting on the 
part of the Rohilla Chief Fyzoola Khan, 
in a confidential capacity ; and from this 
perfon he procured, (among a number of 
other valuable papers,) a Pei fan manu- 
feript, containing a compleat relation ot 
the whole Rohilla Rory, from the firft 
foundation of their power, to the battle of 
Cutterah, fought between the Rohillas 
and tlic Allied army of the Company’s 
and Vilicr’.'. troops, on the 23d of April, 
1774, which, by the defeat of the former, 
put an end at once to their government and 
indepcndance. 


Frcgnant 
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Pregnant as this appeared to he with 
many Angularly {hiking and interefting 
events, the then recent tranfa&ions had, 
moreover, rendered it an objedfc of parti¬ 
cular curiofity, and thefe conAderations 
alone were fufficient to induce the writer 
to employ his firft leilure hours in arrang¬ 
ing and turning it into Englifli : this de¬ 
termination he forthwith proceeded to ex¬ 
ecute, and, about ten years ago tranflated 
the following narrative, in a form and fub- 
flance little different from that in which, 
with becoming diffidence, he now fubmits 
it to the public eye. 

With rcfpcct to the motives which in¬ 
duced the writer fo long to withhold this 
compilation, before he would hazard to 
commit it to the judgement of the world, 
he will not offer to encroach upon the pa¬ 
tience of his readers, by mentioning tha 
A 4 common- 
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ommon -place topics fo often ufed by 
oany before him, fuch as, that “ the 
* work was originally written with no 
“ other view than merely the amufement 
“ of a few friends,” and fo forth ; decla¬ 
rations, which are commonly as infuffi- 
cient to cover the vanity of an author, as 
to impofe upon the penetration of others : 
—In truth, he always regarded the mat¬ 
ter contained in this little tra<5t as by no 
means unworthy of being made known ; 
but yet, in a point of fuch moment, he 
wifhed not to a£t with a rafhnefs of which 
he might afterwards have fufficient occa- 
fion to repent: nor was he, indeed, lefs 
deterred by an apprehenfion that, were it 
to come forth at a period when the conteft 
of oppofite factions, refpedfing the affairs 
of India, had agitated men’s minds to an 
uncommon degree of animofity, or whilifc 
the decilion of the Legiflature upon the 

KOft 
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moft interefting part of its fubjedl wis 
yet pending, it might have been regarded 
as a frivolous Farrago, vamped up mere¬ 
ly to ferve the purpofe of the hour; and, 
as fuch, have drawn upon its author fuf- 
picions, which, he trulls, cannot, with any 
fupport of probability, be imputed to him 
at prelent. 

The particular reafons which were, for 
fo conliderable a period, obllru&ive to his 
wilhesand intentions have at length ceafed 
to exill:—Thole events of the following 
ftory in which the Englijh were any way 
concerned have been fully canvafled before 
the highell human tribunal; and a judge¬ 
ment from which there lies no appeal 
feems to have been already palled upon it. 
—Neither are the different parties who 
were principally interefted in its difculfiou 
now any longer in a fituation to excite the 

hopes 
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hopes of partizans, or the apprehenfions 
®jf opponents; fo that the writer of this 
%tle traCt prefumes he may Hand fairly ac¬ 
quitted of any undue bias in the production 

of it. 

But, whilft folemnly difavowing any 
intereft whatfoever in the views either of 
parties or of individuals in this publication, 
yet will he venture to confefs that he is 
not altogether indifferent in the motives 
which have led him to it ! Concerned for 
the honour of his country, and anxious for 
the reputation of a fervice in which he 
has fpent the flower of his life, he would 
willingly, if poflible, remove even in'a 
Angle inftance, fomc part of that horrid 
odium which has of late years, for what¬ 
ever purpofe, been fo feduloufly excited 
againft thole devoted men who, at the ex- 
pcnce of all the molt comfortable enjoy¬ 


ments 
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ments of exigence, are rendering the pub¬ 
lic no unimportant nor unmcritorious 
(though certainly very tbanklefs) fervices 
in India. 

Here, perhaps, the writer might be 
tempted to enlarge lomcwhat beyond the 
bounds which the confined nature of his 
l'ubjeift prelcrihes to him, were it not 
that, in fuch a difeuflion it would l>e 
fcarcely poliible to avoid animadverfions 
which, in the eyes of 'fome , would bear the 
conflniclion of iinifler dciign or of per- 
fonal invective, rather tlian of the fober 
inveftigation of truth.—Much abjlratleil 
reafoning, indeed, might be advanced on 
the abfurd imprzbiibilily of the very grofs 
and univerfal depravity, which has been 
declared to contaminate the minds of our 
countrymen in that department of the 
empire, where they have been dcpi&ed. 


not 



XU PREFACE. 

not in the charadters of men, but of fa - 
vagcs more fell than the tyg.ers of the re¬ 
gion in which they refide. But, in a cafe 
of general prepofl'effions, derived, in many 
inftances, from fourceswhich ought always 
to deferve to be regarded as of the higheft 
authority, it is neceffary that time (hould 
be allowed for the force of immediate in- 
terefts to be weakened, and the virulence 
of contending parties to fubfide, ere it can 
be fuppofed that the admonitions of 
fober, unimpaffioned reafon fhould have 
any operation in their cure.—He will, 
therefore, only touch upon this matter 
at a diftance, and merely fo far as re- 
fpedts thofe operations of the Englifh 
which form a part of the fubjedt of this 
narrative. 

Of all the events which have been made 
ufe of for the purpofes of crimination 

againft 
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againft the fervants of the Eaft-India Com¬ 
pany, none have made a greater figure, 
either in the national proceedings, or in 
the perifhable publications of the day, than 
the Rohllla War , and various efforts have 
been made to paint both the conduct and 
the confequences of it in the moft horrible 
colours. 

When, in the perufal of hiftory, we read 
of whole nations being extirpated by the 
Goths, or rooted out by the Vandals, we 
pi&ure to ourfelves a country invaded by a 
band of fierce and favage conquerors, who 
purfue the haplefs inhabitants with indi£ 
criminate maflacre, carry off the few thej 
fpare from the fword into perpetual captivi¬ 
ty, and proceed in their deftru&ive career, 
until the whole territory exhibits nothing 
Jiut a dreary, filent wafle! 


Similar 
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Similar to this is the opinion which, 
(from the force and extent of the expref- 
fions that have , been applied to it) have 
been, by many, conceived of the conqueft 
of Rohilcund. 

God forbid that BntiJJj troops ffiould ever 
be employed in a&s of fueh deferable 
atrocity !—With rcfpcel to thofe in par¬ 
ticular whoeffe&ed that revolution, it may 
with confidence be affirmed, that, however 
high their fenfe of fubordination, however 
ready at all times to obey the mo ft perilous 
orders of their fuperiors, had fuch a iervice 
been allotted to them, they would have 
turned from it with abhorrence ! 

To confute afperfions fo cruelly injurious 
to thefe gallant men is, it muft be owned, 
pne, and that not the lead:, of the author’s 
aims; an aim which, when guided by 

truth x 
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truth , he conceives to be neither blameablc 
nor dilhonoura'ole.— He means not, how¬ 
ever, to call in the aftf-of argument for 
this purpol'e: the fa'ls follow, and will 
fpcak for thcmfelves : neither is it his 
butinefs or his intention to enter into any 
dilcuifion of the principles upon which 
this celebrated expedition was undertaken, 
as this point mufl be referred to a judge¬ 
ment to be formed upon the fame grounds: 
if they were wrong, nothing he could here 
advance would fuffice to jullify them ; if 
right, it is not in his power to arraign 
them. 

Having premifed thus much with refpe& 
to the circumftanccs which originally led 
to this compilation, and the motives for 
the prefent production of it, it may not 
be improper to fubjoin a few oblervation* 
Upon the work itfelf. 

The 
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The difficulty of collecting materials 
capable of forming* a regular, connected, 
and authentic detail of ©vents in the 
northern parts of Hindoftan within the 
lad century, muft be well known to all 
who have ever made fuch an inquiry the 
objeft of their purfuit: the univerfal de¬ 
cline of learning in the empire within that 
period* has affedted hi/lory in particular; 
in the few crude productions of this kind 
which are to be found, the dates of the 
mod important events are generally mif- 
placed, and often entirely omitted ; and it 
frequently happens that no two authors, 
in the relation of the mod momentous and 
interefting fadts, exadtly coincide' in the 
points of place and circumftance: — the 
writer is therefore fenfible that his work 
mud contain fome anachronifms, and per- 
haps, in a few places, deviations from 
the relations of othersf the former of 

thefe 
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thefc he lias as much as poffible ftudied to 
avoid or rectify ; and^with refpett to the 
latter, none |^at |ieJia|<bee» able to difeo- 
ver appear of any manner of moment ; 
indeed, he has been the lefs felicitous upon 
this head, as he depends much upon the 
authority of the perfon under whofe iu- 
fpe&ion (as he has before intimated) the 
Pcrfian manufeript, which forms the chief 
ground of the woik, was drawn up ; whofe 
knowledge of the fubjedt mull be natu¬ 
rally fuppofed to be accurate andextenfive, 
as he was a Rchilla , a confidential fervant 
of one of their chiefs, and had himfelf 
been pcrfonally engaged in many of the 
events related in it. 

The narrative is preceded by a fhort 
view of the actual flate of the diftricts of 
Hindoflan, fubjedt to the Muffulman go¬ 
vernments, as they flood at the period of the 
B important 
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important revolutions which have been 
effected by the unpajallelled fuccefs of the 
Englilh : this fleet ch^^ill, probably, be 
regarded as very flight and imperfedt, con- 
fidering the magnitude of the fubjedt; 
the writer, however, is encouraged to offer 
it, not only as it may tend in general to 
the illuftration of what follows, but alfo 
as it may ferve to obviate certain mifcon- 
ceptions which have been, with vafl: la¬ 
bour and ingenuity, railed in the minds of 
the public, and to evince with what pecu- 
liareafe political revolutions may be brought 
about in thofc countries, without inducing 
any of the dreadful confequences which 
have been folcmnly pronounced (in a place 
and from an authority too high to be here 
mentioned) as the conffant and neceffary 
refult of them. 

An appendix is alfo given, containing 

copies 
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copies of fuch original papers as may 
ferve the more fully t#exhibit the leading 
circumftancsiof thtftrft rupture between 
our Ally the Vizier Suja-al Dowlah, and 
the Rohillas, as well as of the treaties of 
peace which put a period to the calamities 
thofe countries, both from their natural 
and political fituation, had for many years 
been fubjedt to. 

In the original draft of the work, it 
was termed a Tranjlaiion ; both as it was, 
in fadt, in a great mcafure literally fo, 
(from the manufeript, as already mention¬ 
ed) and alfo, becaufe the writer thought 
he could thus bell cover its blemilhes and 
imperfedtions : but, as in fome parts of it 
(thofe, in particular, which treat of fuch 
proceedings of the Englith government 
as were any way connedted with it) he has 
neccflarily had recourfe te other fources of 
B a in for- 
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information, fo he has thought it moft 
fuitable to drop thit appellation, and to 
fend it forth under tlte ■'titldiof what it 
really is, a Hifiory or Hijlorical Relation , 
where all the incidents are combined in 
their natural connexion with and depen- 
dance upon each other. 

After having faid fo much, it would be 
unpardonable to trelpafs farther upon the 
patience of the reader ; yet may the writer 
be permitted to add that, if in this little 
publication he foould appear to have at¬ 
tempted beyond his ftrength,—if in ad¬ 
dition to the fcveral defers he is conlcious 
it contains, the fuperior penetration of 
others /hould chance to dilcover fill more, 
he neverthelcfs hopes that every real'onable 
allowance will be made for him ; the mag¬ 
nitude and importance of a laborious un¬ 
dertaking, in which he is at prefent enga¬ 
ged 
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ged, has afforded him but little leifure for 
revifal and correction, and none for the ftudy 
of harmony of language, or elegance of 
ftyle, were he even difpofed to imagine 
that his efforts in this refpe£t could be at¬ 
tended with l'uccefs to excel, therefore, 
has not been fo much his aim as to inform ; 
and it is to be prefumed that, in the eye 
of the candid and the judicious, fome 
little credit will be given to the intention , 
even though he foould be fo unfortunate as 
in any manner to fail in the execution of 
it. 


Some paffages in the following narrative 
muft be intcrefting to every Englilh reader, 
and, however fhort its period or confined 
the fccne of its tranfa&ions, yet it may 
perhaps be found, by fuch as are defirous 
of drawing their conclufions from plain 
fad, rather than from vague ajfertion , not 
B 3 to 
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to be altogether deftitute of ufeful and en¬ 
tertaining matter ; neither can the hiftory 
of a government which underwent the 
whole progreffive feries of rife, independattce, 
and dijfolution, within the little fpace of 
Shirty-Jive years, be held unworthy the at¬ 
tention of thofe who, abftra&ed from any 
narrow interefts or partialities, may be de- 
lirous of deriving amufement and inftruc- 
tion, from a review of the unprofitable 
toils and tranfitory viciflitudes of Human 
Life. 


A SHORT 
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SHORT VIEW 

or THE STATE OF THE 

Provinces of HINDOSTAN, 

subject to the 
MUSSULMAN GOVERNMENTS; 

WITH JEiriCT TO THE 

Relative Situation of their Inhabitants* 


In order to give a more clear and diftind 
conception of this fubjed, it may be ne- 
ceflary to premife, by taking a curfory 
rctrofped to the circumftances, which, 
through a variety of revolutions effeded 
in the courfe of many centuries, have led 
to the modern and very fingular ftate of 
thofe diftrids which are termed the Muf- 
fu!man Provinces in India. 

B 4 
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In a country of fuch vafl extent as Hin- 
dojiatiy famous from the eatlieft ages for 
the richnefs of its productions, the falu- 
brity of its climate, and the fertility of its 
foil, it is to be fuppofed that there are re- 
lidents of all completions, and of every re¬ 
ligious perfuafion : There are, however, 
only two defcriptions to be confidered as 
forming the grand charaCteriftic diftinc- 
tions under which the inhabitants, in ge¬ 
neral, may be arranged ; the Hindoos and 
the MtiJfulmanSy or Mahommedam : Of thefe, 
the former are the Aborigines , and the lat¬ 
ter the defendants of the profelytes from 
the Hindoo religion, or of thole Arabs, 
Perfians, and Tartars, who, in the courle 
of the laft eight hundred years, have fpread 
themfelvcs over the face of this extenfive 
region. 

The hiAories of the Hindoos trace back 
the annals of an independant fyftematic 
form of government and legiflation over 
the greateft part of this immenfe fpace to 
a period far beyond the date of European 

chronology, 
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chronology, and pourtray a people flouriflt- 
ing in all the fuperiority of civilized life, 
at a time when \\c fuppofe the reft of man* 
kind to have been lunk (with very few ex¬ 
ceptions) into the moft abje£t barbarifm. 
Brave, atflive, polilhed, and induftrious, 
the Hindoos, in their original ftate, appear 
to have been no wife detticicnt in the qua- 
lities necefl'ary to the defence of their wide¬ 
ly-extended territories, againft the incur- 
lions of the various wild and favage na¬ 
tions by whom they were furrounded; 
and, it we are to credit their accounts, and 
the more unquellionable teftimony of the 
ft mains of antiquity which are every were 
to he found, they enjoyed, for many ages, 
under a mild and fimple form of govern¬ 
ment, founded on a religion whole very 
efllncc ieems to he benevolence and an ab¬ 
horrence of blood, a degree of happinefs, 
the extent and duration of which is not to 
be equalled in the hiftory of any other por¬ 
tion of the human race. 

Had no events taken place calculated 

to 
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to effedfc important revolutions as well in 
the manners of a great part of mankind 
as in the fate of many empires; had the 
barbarous hords around this happy region 
never been actuated by any more forcible 
impulfe than fuch as the hopes of plunder 
might infpire ; it is probable that feveral 
centuries might have been added to the 
felicity and independence of the Hindoos : 
time, however, and the concurrence of 
circumftances, have wrought a great change 
both in the political lituation and pcrfonal 
character of this people, in many of the 
licheft and moft cxtenlive provinces of theic 
ancient dominion. 

The impoftor of Mecca had eflablilhed, 
as one of the primary principles of his 
doChine, the merit of extending it, either 
by perfualion or the fvvord, to all parts of 
the earth. This injunction his followers 
fo lteadily adhered to, and lb earnellly 
purfued, that in Ids than three centuries 
after its hr ft propagation, a large part of 
Europe, Alia, and Africa, was lcen to em¬ 
brace 
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brace or fubmit to “ the law of the fro- 
“ phet and, among the reft, the nor¬ 
thern provinces of Hindoftan, which had 
lo long flourilhed in tranquil fecurity, were 
at length overwhelmed by armies of fierce 
and hardy adventurers, whole only im¬ 
provements had been in the fcience of de¬ 
li ru (ft ion, who added the fury of tanaticifm 
to the ravages of war, and whom a firm 
belief in the rewards which, they were 
taught to expeeft, awaited all who fhould 
be lo fortunate as to die in the promulga¬ 
tion of ibefutb , infpired with an energy 
which nothing could relift. Here, however, 
the great end of all their conqucfts met 
with obftncles fuch as were no where ellc 
oppoled to it ; and in India alone, the 
Muftulman lword, although it could over¬ 
throw governments and lubjugate king¬ 
doms, was incapable of gaining or of 
forcing profelytes in any proportion to the 
numbers who were fubdued : Multitudes 
were facritlced by the lavage hand of reli¬ 
gious perfccution, and whole countries 
were deluged in blood, in the vain hope 

that. 
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that, by the deftrudtion of a part, the re¬ 
mainder might be perfuaded or terrified into 
the profeffion of Mahommedanifin : the 
nature of the Hindoo religion held forth 
invincible obftacles to their views : original 
in its nature, and abfolute in its decrees, 
its precepts induce a total feclufion from 
the reft of mankind ; and this feclufive 
principle extends not only to the whole 
of the Hindoos, with refpedt to the reft 
of the world, but alio to every cajl or clafi 
of th'ofe with refpedt to every other cajl :— 
it neither admits converts from other i yf- 
tems, nor allows of the fmalleft even tem¬ 
perin' deviation from its own ; infomuch 
that, if a Hindoo be difeovered to have 
ever eaten or crank, or to have aflociated in 
thtfe adfs with others, contrary to the rules 
prelcribcd to him by his religion (whether 
voluntarily, or by compullion) he “ for¬ 
feits his Cast,” — that is to fay, he be¬ 
comes utterly banifhed from fociety, 'is 
confidered by his friends and relations as 
dead, and is thenceforth proferibed as an 
alien , with whom no communication can 

legally 
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legally be held : hence every tie which can 
lay hold upon the heart of man, every en¬ 
joyment which conftitutcs his chief delight, 
are the pledges of a 1 lindoo’s perfeverance 
in the faith ot his auditors.—The Mu£» 
lulman Princes and Ciencrals wfio iirft fuc- 
cceded in tluir attacks upon Hindoftatl 
foon perceived the futility of thoic ian- 
guinary efforts, which might extirpate, 
but could icldom reaver!, a people whom 
neither tc 1 ror nor intreatv could tempt to 
defert a fvftem upon their adherence to 
which their whole happinefs was thus 
made to depend : they therefore determined 
to relinquilh the impracticable ideas with 
which they had, at iirft, entered upon their 
< arecr ; and lrom that period to the prelent 
time an univcrlal toleration ieems (with 
few exceptions) to have been the marking 
chara&eriftick of the Muflulman rules 
throughout India. 

All the countries of Ilindoftan, from 
the Indus to the Ganges, were in courle 
of time fubdned by the Muflulman arms ; 

they 
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they afterwards extended their conquefts to 
the eaftward and fouthward ; all the ter¬ 
ritories on each fide of the laft-mentioned 
river (as far as the Cummow mountains) 
Bahar Bengal, the Decan and the Car- 
natick, fucceffively fell under the Ma- 
hommedatis, who fettled in the countries 
they had thus acquired, governing them 
(for the moft part) in the name and under 
the authority of the Emperor at Delhi, 
who was recognized as Lord Paramount 
over the whole: Many other provinces 
which never were actually fubdued, were 
fuffcred to retain their ancient laws and 
form of Government, under their own 
hereditary chiefs, or Rajahs , thefe acknow¬ 
ledging fealty to the Muflulman court at 
Delhi, and paying tribute to its officers : 
—Some few, fecured by their inlignicance, 
or their inacceffible fituation, {fill conti¬ 
nued to retain their former independance. 

T1 ius the Emperors of Hindoftan held 
dominion, at one period, over a vaft Mo¬ 
narchy, confining of diftridts, provinces, 

and 



A SHORT VIEW, &C. 9 

and kingdoms, of two different defcrip- 
tions:— The firft, tliofe which, having 
been conquered by the Mufiulmans, were 
more immediately and completely under 
fubjcflion ; being protected and held in 
obedience by Mufl'ulman armies ; having 
Courts of Juftic, crtablilhed in them upon 
the fame principles as in Perils and other 
Mal.ommedan countries, in which all 
caufes were judged and decided by the 
ftandard of Muflulman jurifprudcnce ; and 
governed by Royal deputies or A T awahs t 
whole occalional appointments took place 

at Delhi :-The lecond, thole, W'hicii 

never having been completely lubjugatcd, 
full retained their ancient laws and ulages, 
and were g; Vi rned hy Rajahs, fuccteding 
each other, in general, according to lineal 
delcent; but, liable to ejeffment upon any 
lailuie, cither in the payment of their fti- 
pulatcd tribute, or the furnishing of mi¬ 
litary aid when required, holding their 
lands, in laat, by a 1 ort of feudal vajfalage. 

A fyftem fo unwieldy from its extent, 

and 
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and compofed of fuch heterogeneous parts, 
could not long be preferved entire ; and ac¬ 
cordingly, the hiftory of Hindoftan, for the 
laft five hundred years, exhibits little elfe 
than a continued feries of rebellions and in- 
furre£tions, and reiterated efforts on the part 
of the fupreme government to quell them. 
The vigorous adminiftration of a long line 
of able princes held it, indeed, for fomc 
time, undiminithed; but a few weak reigns 
undid the work of ages ; and during the 
decline of the houfc of Timour, within 
the laft century, this immenfe fabrick fall 
rapidly to ruin : Province after province 
feccdcd from their obedience, and the ex¬ 
tent of the imperial authority was gradu¬ 
ally circumfcribed, until at length there 
remained to the dcicendants of that illuf- 
trious family nothing more than a wretch¬ 
ed remnant of territory immediately around 
the capital, and a ftill univcrfally acknow¬ 
ledged title to royalty exprefl'ed bv ineffi¬ 
cient declarations of fubjedlion and attach¬ 
ment, which, like the ruins of fome ftately 

pile. 
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pile, ferves only to point oat the fplendor 
it was once polleflcd of. 

In the difmembermentof this unwieldy 
empire, little alteration was made in the 
interior government or policy of each parti¬ 
cular province *—the Newabs negleftedto 
remit their revenues to the royal treafury, 
and the Rajahs witheld their tribute, or re¬ 
nounced their obedience, the countries of 
each remaining, rcfpe&ively, under the 
fame laws, and fubjeft to the fame modes 
of public adminiftration as before; except¬ 
ing only that every chief, as he threw off 
his allegiance, (in fact if not in terms ,) in- 
flead of depending any longer upon the 
appointment of the Court, afl'umed to 
himftlf the right of eftablilhing the fuc* 
ceffion to the dominion of his territory in 
his own family : each fucceflor endeavour¬ 
ing, however, to give oftenfible validity to 
his claim, by procuring Firmans or com- 
mifiions from the Emperor, to whom all 
ftill continued to acknowledge fealty, and 
C to 
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to allow the barren privilege of bellowing 
nominal honours and marks of diftin&ion. 

Thus, the empire of Hindoftan became, 
and has from that period confifted of, a 

number of kingdoms, provinces, and di- 
ftri<fts, totally independent of each other, 
or of any fupreme head, and of two diftinft 
defcriptions or denominations, Hindoo and 
Mujjiilman. 

\ 

Of the former of thefe wc forbear to 
fpcak", as this view is meant to be confined 
folely to thofe provinces which, on the ge¬ 
neral defection, remained, as before, under 
the dominion of the Muffulmans ; and 
this, although it particularly points at the 
territories ufurped by the Rohilla Afgans, 
may neverthlefs be coniidered as equally 
applying to all other provinces of the fame 
clafs. 

The Hindoos in thefe diftrifts, although 
they have loft much of their priftine pu¬ 
rity and fimpiicity of manneis, do yet ftill 

retain 
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retain the drongeft, marks of an original 
character.—Their climate, their food, and 
the delicate conformation of their bodies 
concur to render them loft and effeminate; 
and the fiogular eafe with which the earth 
yields all her produ&ions contributes to 
cherilh the natural indolence of their 
dilpolitions.—They are brave, but their 
courage requires an impulfe to fpur them 
on to action, which lcldom others where 
all the rewards of military exertion are mo¬ 
nopolized by others : they are naturally 
avaricious ; but the total infecurity of 
property, whilft at the mercy of unprinci¬ 
pled and rapacious tyrants, in general, 
either considerably checks this pallion by 
difeouraging its end, or prevents its aflum- 
ing any other fhape than that of apparent 
penury, covering the mod fecret and moft 
fordid accumulation :—hence, they are 
little delirous of improving their fituation 
or increafing their pofl'eflions by any of the 
bolder or more dangerous purfuits of am¬ 
bition :—that abalernent of mind which 
is the neceflary confequcnce of a long date 
e 2 of 



$4 a S do IT VIE W, &C. 

of davilh fubjeftian, feems wholly to have 
fupprefi'pd the energy of ipir.it neceflary to 
the- undertaking of great and daring ac¬ 
tions ; and whflA: the inhabitants of thofe 
Hindoo dates which, in the courfe of va* 
vious revolutions, have prelerved or reco¬ 
vered their original independence, are en- 
terprilhig and active, thele, although acute 
and ingenious, are yet frigid and -inert. 
Thefe imperfections do not prevent them, 
however, from being as induftrious as the 
nature of the arts they purfue or the loil 
they cultivate renders neceflary, at the 
fame time that thev make them the more 

j 

eafily governed ; and they are accordingly 
■uniformly fubmillivc and obedient. 

From this it will appear that their in¬ 
clinations and imbecilities lead them in 
general to prefer and purfue the quieter 
and more - peaceable occupations of life ; 
and, excepting the cad of Kyettrics , who 
are foldiers by birth or by the precepts of 
their religion, and who hire themfclvcs as 
mercenaries, indifferently, to any power 

under 
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under which they tan procure employment, 

.—they are almeft all either manufa&urers, 
or tillers of the ground. The few among 
them who acquire wealth, finding in fe * 
crccy their only fccurity againft extortion, 
never have their property fo lituated as 
would give them any intereft in the fate 
of the country they inhabit ; and, with 
rcfpe£t to the remainder, if they be in¬ 
dulged in the unmolefted exercile of their 
religious ceremonies and the current pro- 
vifion of a (lender maintenance for their 
families, they little care under what go¬ 
vernment they live, or by matters of what 
completion they may he ruled : one let of 
conquerors isd riven out by another, andtheir 
alTumed rights again ulurped by a third ; 
whilfl the Hindoos , whole country is the 
objet, and from wbofe labour and inge¬ 
nuity that object derives its value, behold 
the conteft with an indifference of which 
thofe who have never had an opportunity 
of being acquainted with the utter apathy 
of their difpolitions can form no idea 
the-vitors, whoever they may be, find the 
C 3 fame 
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fame intereft in cheriftung and prote&ing 
thofeinnocent and ufefulfubje&s as had the 
vanquifhed ;—thus the Hindoos, compa¬ 
ratively fpeaking, futfer but little in fuch 
convulfions; and taking no part in the 
quarrel, are in a great meafure fcreened 
from a participation in its confequences. 

The Mahommedans, greatly as they 
rauft have accumulated in fo many ages, 
do yet bear an infinitely fmall proportion in 
point pf number to the Hindoos, among 
whom ftridt temperance, and early marri¬ 
age being indifpenfable religious oblerv- 
ances, population (hoots with a vigour 
unknown in any other climate of equal 
temperature. 

The purfuits of the Mahommedans, in 
general, differ very much from thofe of the 
Hindoos.—Excepting their priefls, law¬ 
yers, and other diftindions of the learned 
and reclufe, their views do almoft univer- 
fally lie in the army or the court; fome 
i few 
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few, indeed, of the very loweflt fort are 
traders or mechanicks, manufacturers or 
labourers. 

The only Hindoos of any note are the 
Zimeendjrs or principal landholders, who 
are, however, totally dependent upon their 
Al'jflulman lords, and anfwerablc to them 
for the amount of their rents, or for a 
fixed tribute at which they are affifi'ed, (be- 
lides being obliged to affilt them with l'uch 
proportion in men or money as may be re¬ 
quired upon every emergency,)—fo that the 
whole of the revenues ultimately centers 
with the Mahommcdans, who iill all the 
important offices both in the army and in 
the other different departments of the ftate, 
thereby referving the efficient power al¬ 
together 111 their own hands. 

Thus it appears that, in tliefe provinces, 
the great body of the people is compofed 
of Hindoos , w ho till the ground or carry 
on the manufactures, and are invariably 
attached to the foil; whilft the compara- 
C 4 tivcly 
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tively trifling number of Mahommedam 
hold the ftate in fubje&ion, difpofe of its 
revenues, and are removable by every 
change in politicks or power. 

So long as the fupreme government re- 
tainedavigourwhich wasimparted to all its 
fubordinate dependencies, the Hindoos in 
thefe provinces enjoyed, perhaps, as high 
a degree of happinefs and eafe as could be 
confident with a date of abfolute vaffal- 
age.—Whilft the Houfe of Timour conti¬ 
nued to flourifh, the ear of the Emperor 
was always open to the complaints of the 
meaneft of his fubjects ; an unremitting 
vigilance was preferved over the condudbof 
all who were entrulied with authority ; 
and the fatal confequences of mifcondudt or 
malverfation were known (in the prompt 
decifions of abfolute power) to be equally 
rapid and unavoidable. Moreover, the 
Muffulmans were not, like other foreign¬ 
ers who vifit Hindoftan, mere temporary 
fojourners . Obtaining entry into, or domi¬ 
nion over, a territory, their firft defigns, 

originating 
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originating in the bigotry of a miftaken 
zeal, or the barbarous rapacity of defultory 
incurfion, were fucceeded by the milder 
and more equitable views of a permanent 
edablifhment, fecured upon the principles 
of judice and moderation, which alone 
could render their acquifitions capable of 
yielding them any lading advantage:— 
they fe(tied in the country, and thus be¬ 
coming naturalized, had a certain intcreft 
in the foil.—The dern and harfh features 
of the Muflulman chara<der infenfibly ac¬ 
quired lomefoftcr tints from an affociation 
with the mild, forbearing, . and amiable 
temper of the Hindoos ; and a ftrong and 
united fydem of adminidration afforded 
the latter protection, at once, fromdomef- 
tic opprellion and external injury.—This 
pleafing face of things has, however, long 
fince undergone a mod deplorable altera¬ 
tion :-the power of one univerfal defpot 

being overthrown, a way was opened for 
the intolerableand uncontrouled licentiouf- 
nefs of numberlefs petty tyrants in the 
anarchy which increafed with the increaf- 

ing 
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ing weaknefs of the Imperial Court, the 
violent and unprincipled factions of con¬ 
tending nobles united to tread all order and 
fubordination under foot; and the tumul¬ 
tuous diftraftions hereby engendered ex¬ 
tending to the mo/e diftant provinces, dif- 
fufed their fatal effects whereloever the 
royal authority had reached, at the fame 
time that the licentioufuels of manners 
which is the ufual attendant of civil dif- 
cord, introduced, perhaps, no fmall change 
into the general character and deportment 
of the Muflulmans about this period ; and 
thus, from the operation of a variety of 
caufes, they became equally diffolute and 
rapacious.—In the rapid lapfe of revolu¬ 
tions, effected lefs frequently by the man¬ 
date of the prince than bv the dagger of the 
hired affalfin, all who could obtain trull: or 
command were anxious to feize the oppor¬ 
tunity for making the moll of lituations fo 
precarious :—as money was the life of every 
intrigue by which individuals hoped to 
rife to power or fcreeu themlelves from in¬ 
jury, lb no means, however nefarious, 

were 
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were omitted to acquire it: all regard to 
the intereft of the country or the profpe- 
rity of its inhabitants was loft, where the 
verfhtile fituation of affairs was occalioning 
a continual change of mafters :—aud the 
Muflbl-nan Government every where dege¬ 
nerated into a confirmed fyftem of the 
jnoft profligate venality and the moft 
abandoned peculation ; whilft the great 
tbodv of the people, deftitute of any 
Sieffeiflual patronage or protection, became 
tby turns the prey of every upftart adven¬ 
turer, whofc circumftances or abilities en¬ 
abled him to afpirc at rule : and it was, 
idoubtlefs, the lingular ftate of thefe coun¬ 
tries in the particulars we have deferibed, 
which could have alone preferved them 
from being altogether depopulated and laid 
wafte, in the progrels of fuch a feeue of 
contention and bloodfhed. 

Such was the aCtual ftate of thefe pro¬ 
vinces, when the folly and cruelty of 
Sujar-al-Dowlah, in its confequences, 
formed a necefliry for the Englifli to a<ft 
an important and decifivc part upon this 

theatre:- 
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theatre*fuch was the real ftate of the 
territory which had been wrefted from the 
Mogul government by the Rohilla Afgans, 
when the policy (whether jullifiable or 
otherwife) of fecuring the dominions and 
fupporting the caufe of our ally induced 
the Britilh government in Bengal to aflift 
him in their expulfion. 

The dedu£lions to be drawn from thefe 
obfervations, fo far as they may apply to 
the matter contained in the following 
pages, we lhall leave to the judgement of 
the reader. 


ADVERTISEMENT 
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THE writer h as ftudioufly endeavoured 
in the courfc of this work, as much as pof* 
iible to avoid the repetition of Oriental 
terms and phrales in their original form, 
which local knowledge alone can render 
clear and familiar to the European reader, 
and to fubftitute fuel) Englilh expreffions 
as bear the mod appofite fignificahons to 
them. But, with reipctft to proper names 
and.th/n, which fo frequently occur, and 
can neither be omitted nor altered, and of 
which it is in general very difficult 
to retain a diferiminating remembrance, 
he has followed a plan not heretofore 
adopted by any writer on thofe fub- 
jf«5b, and here begs leave to fubjoin a lift 
of the principal perfonages concerned or 
mentioned in the courfe of the following 
narrative, which may ferve as a table of 
cccafional reference, in the perufal ofit. 

The 
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• trains by a retrofpea 
The narrative begins y - 

rot A^Av^‘ >fSbcrtSh 

The fuMbnce ° f the I,;fl0r7 ‘ S i " Cl| ' <,e<I 
within the reigns of 


I Mogul Emperors of Hm- 
r doftan, and 


Jlahummed Shah 

Ahmed Shah 
Allumgeer II. 

Shah Aulum, the prefent Emperor. 

, J rrv™ Vizier under Mahummed Shahi 

Kummir-ad-deen-Khan, ' «»« 

Se&larjung, Vizier under Ahmed Shah. 

, , iri^ n Piime ?.linifter under Allumgeer II. 
S „j„.>l.D.wtab, Viiiei umter Shah Aulum. 


Nadir Shah, King of Perfia. 

Ahmed Abdallee, Sovereign of CandahSr. 


Genealogical 
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Genealogical Table of the Family of Allee 
Mahummed, 

Founder of the Ron ilia Government. 


Shah Auluin 


Hufein Khan 


DAood Khan—Hafiz Rahinut Khan, Sec. 

I 


Allee iuahumm ed. ' _ _ _ 

f Niamut khan. DoondeeKhan.* 

Sallabut Kha n. _j_ 

f.Mahhoola Khan — Fittec Ooolee Khan. 


Abdoola Khan, Fyzooia Khan, Sydoola Khan, Mahum- 
med Yar, "Allah Yar, and Murtooza Khan, 


Offices in Rohilcund, after the death of 
Allee Mahummed. 


Hafiz Rah mu t 
Doondec Khan 

Niamut Khan 
Sillabut Khan 


Guardians. 


AlMant Minifters* 


Futtch Khan, Khanfaman , or Steward, (fucccedcd by his 
Son Ahmed Khan. 

Sirdar Khan, Buxy } or Paymafler, (fuccceded by his Son 
Ahmed Khan. 


Other 
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Other Per Jons of note. 

Meer Munnoo, Son to the Vizier Kummir-ad-deen Khan* 
y oinc time Commander in Chief of the Mogul Army. 

Ncjceb al Dowhh, an Afgan of eminence, who ailed as 
Mini dr r at Delhi in the abfencc of the prelent Emperor. 

ZabitaKhan, his Son* 

Kaeem Jung, Chief of the Bungifh tribe of Afgans, 
poffelTed of Ferrochabad. 

Ahmed Khan Bungifh, Brother and SuccefTor to Kaceax 
Jung. 

Muzziffer Jung, Son and Succeflor to Ahmed Khan 
Bungifh. 
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A 

RELATION 

OF THE 

Origin, Progrels, and Dlflolution, 

of in 

Government of the RohillA Afgans, 


I II E Afgan Tartars, whofe numerous 
tribes (under the general denomination of 
Patans) occupy all the mountainous coun¬ 
try which forms the North-weftern boun¬ 
dary of Hindoftan, had for a long feries of 
time held the greateft part of this immenfe 
dominion in fubje&ion, aud furnxfhed A 
race of monarchs who filled the imperial 
throne at Delhi upwards of three centu-* 
ries, until the fubjugation of the northern 
D India, 
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India, and the overthrow of the Patan go¬ 
vernment, by the arms of Timur Beg. 

About one hundred and forty years after 
that event, the ulurpation of Mahummed 
Fereed-Shere-Shah, who in the nine hun¬ 
dred and fiftieth year of the Higera fuc- 
ceeded in his rebellion againft the Empe¬ 
ror Humaioon, and drove that monarch in¬ 
to exile, having occafioncd a violent dif- 
traftion throughout all the countries in the 
neighbourhood of the capital, many of the 
inhabitants fo'rfook thole diftritts, and fled 
to the more diftant provinces, hoping in 
the remotenefs of their fituations to find a 
fecurity from the extortions of the ufurper. 

Shere Shah was himfelf an Jlfgan or Pa~ 
1an\ and it was at this period that num¬ 
bers of Afgans, expecting in him and his 
fucceffors to fee another Dynafty of the 
Patans eftablifhed upon the throne of 
Delhi, battened frorp all parts toenlift un¬ 
der the ttandard of the new emperor. 


As 
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As thofe who fled from the tyrannical 
exactions of the ufurper and his creatures 
chiefly confifted of fuch as had ferved in 
the great offices of the flate, or as collectors 
of dirtriCts and principal landholders under 
the former government, to fome of thefe 
new comers he prefented grants of the 
evacuated ertates and employments j many 
he raifed to ports of the higheft power and 
diftinCtion, and to all he gave every poffi- 
blc encouragement to fettle in that part of 
Hindortan and hence, on the death of 
Shere, when Humaioon recovered the em¬ 
pire by the defeat of Secunder, the nephew 
and fucceffor of his former competitor, the 
Afgans formed a powerful body in thofe 
dirtriCts. 

As the inlurreCtionsand rebellions which 
have at all times dirturbed the tranquillity 
of the Mogul government, prefented the 
moft ample field of advancement and di- 
ftin&ion to thefe bold and hardy foldiers 
of fortune, after the foregoing event, 
every adventurer who could col'leCt a band 
D 2 of 
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of lawlefs freebooters, ufed to repair to 
Delhi to offer his fervices to the king ; and, 
as the appointment of Grangers, deftitute of 
any dangerous interefts or connexions, was 
the mod elligible policy in the government 
of the more diftant provinces, thefe offers 
were generally excepted ; this wife precau¬ 
tion, however, which for a time certainly 
contributed to fupport the authority of 
the Mogul princes, and to preferve their 
empire entire, tended, in its unavoidable 
confequences, *to precipitate their down- 
fal ; as the influence, credit, and numbers 
o|" thefe adventurers and their defendants 
at length increafed to fuch a degree, as fi¬ 
nally enabled them, in the general difmem- 
berment of this unwieldy monarchy, to 
fecure to themfelves the independent pof- 
i'effion of many of its richefl: provinces. 

Of the various petty independencies 
which thus grew out of the ruins of the 
Mogul monarchy, one of the lad (though 
not the mod inconfidcrable either in power 
or extent) was eflablifhed in the country 
i of 



KOHILLA AFGAN8. 3* 

ef Kuttaher, in latter times better known 
by the name of Rohdcund. 

This territory is fituated to the eaftward 
of the Ganges, between the province of 
Owde, and the firft range of northern 
hills commonly called the Cummou Mottn * 
tains ;—as its lhape is nearly tflat of an ir¬ 
regular triangle, embraced on two of its 
fjdes by the Ganges and the laft-mentioned 
boundary, it would not be eafy to give, in 
general terms, any accurate idea of its di- 
menfions ;—its mean length, however, is 
about one hundred and eighty, and its 
greateft breadth ^out ninety miles, from 
which dimention it gradually decreafes uta- 
til it terminates in its molt northern point 
at Hirdeivar , where the Ganges flows 
through the before-mentioned range. 

From a concu rrence of happy circu mftan- 
ces, (as it lies in a temperate climate, and is 
watered by feveral fine rivers) the country 
is, in general, rich and fertile, and con¬ 
tains many cities of considerable note, the 
D 3 chief 
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chief pf which are Owlah, Barilla, Mo r 
radabad, and Rampore. All thefe, previ¬ 
ous to the ufurpations of the Rohillas, had 
been the capitals of royal Fowjedarrys (or 
lieutenancies) and the two former have 
lincc, at different times, refpe&ively be¬ 
come the feat of government, during the 
Ihort period of Rohilla independence. 

Among other Afgans who, from the 
caufes already related, came to feck their 
fortunes in the lower countries, in the 
1084th year of theHigcra, (A. C. 1673) 
two brothers named Shah Aulum and 
Huflein Khan, having torlaken their na¬ 
tive mountains, fettled in Kuttahcr, where 
they procured fome fmall employments 
under the officers of the Mogul goverment; 
but nothing farther is related of them 
worthy of note. 

Huflein had three fons ; Doondy Khan, 
NiamutKhan, andSillaubetKhan ; thefirfl; 
of whom will make a confpicuous figure in 
the fequcl.—The elder brother, (Shah Au¬ 
lum) 
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lum) had two Cons,--the firft narked 
Daood Khan, and the fecond Rahmut 
Khan. 

The latter of thefe not bearing any im¬ 
portant part in the enfuingfcene of a&ion 
for feveral years, it is needlefs to obferve 
more of him at prefent than that his firft 
outfet in life was in a mercantile capacity, 
fuitable to the obl'curity of his origin ; and 
that he continued to trade between Lahore 
and Delhi, until he was called forth to fill 
more elevated and important Nations. 

Daood chofe a military life; and after 
the manner of other Afgan adventurers, 
collecting together lome followers, offered 
hirnlelf and was admitted as a volunteer 
into an army lent by the vizier to oppole 
the incurfions of the Mahrattas, who about 
this period had acquired a confiderable de¬ 
gree of power, and were become not a little 
formidable to the Mogul government, lay¬ 
ing wafte the country between Narwa and 
Gowalior, and extending their depredations 
D 4 towards 
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towards the banks of the Jumna. -On 
this expedition Daood diftingiliihed him - 
felfby his bravery; and being, on a particular 
p:cafion, detached from the main army, had 
the addrefs to furprize and cut off a party 
of the enemy, bringing in with him fome 
elephants and other fpoils, 

As a reward for this fervice, D&ood, on 
the return of the royal forces, obtained a 
grant of a little diflrift in the territory of 
Bud&von, which forms a part of Rohil- 
cund ; but, a retired life ill fuiting with 
his active and enterprifing fpirit, he pre- 
fently recruited his little force, confifting 
of the firft followers of his fortune, with a 
confiderable body of his countrymen, and 
with thefe rendered many fervices to the 
neighbouring Rajahs and Zimeendars, who 
were happy to procure his fupport in their 
frequent difputes with each other, which 
in thofe countries are generally decided by 
force. 

The fame of this bold partisan foon 

reached 
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reached the ears of the Rajah of Cummm 
(or Kummdoon) who invited D£ood into his 
fervice, and in a little time after gave 
him the command of all his forces ; in 
this fituation Daood performed many 
fervices of confiderable advantage to his 
mafter; not meeting however with 
thofe rewards to which he thought his me¬ 
rits and fervices entitled him, he was pre¬ 
paring to leave the Rajah’s employ in dif- 
guft ; but in attempting to effeft this he 
was feized ; and the Rajah gruelly ordered 
his feet to be cut off, and the finews of his 
legs to be forcibly drawn out from the 
flumps ; an operation which foon caufed 
the parts to mortify, and occafxoned his 
death. 

D&ood left two Tons ; Mahummed, and 
Alice Mahummed* :—of the former of 
D 5 thefe 


* Some accounts have faid that Allee Mahummed 
i^as not the fan of Daood, but by birth a Hindoo , and 
adopted by him :—this however is not pnly an incon¬ 
gruity (as a Hindoo is feldom or never known to be 
adopted bv a Muflulrnan,) but is moreover altogether 

unfupported 
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thcie nothing remarkable is recorded 
but it was to the afjpiring abilities and in¬ 
trepid perfeverance of the latter, (co-ope¬ 
rating with the turbulence of the times) 
that the Afgans owed the foundation of 
their independance in Rohilcutid. 

Daood had always indulged a firong par¬ 
tiality in favour of his younger fon Allee 
Mahummed, and had him early inftru£ted 
in every military exercife, and in all other 
accomplifhments which might enable him 
to make an eminent and fuccefsful figure 
in the execution of that plan of feparate 
and uncontrolled independence which the 
increafing imbecility ot the Imperial autho¬ 
rity had taught him to hope might fome 
time or other, with the alii fiance of his 
countrymen, be efte&ed in Rohilcund. 


unfupported in the original Perfian manufeript, where 
lie is pofitively mentioned as Daood’s fecond fon.— 
Of the other fon (Mahummed) the MS. takes no far¬ 
ther notice whatfoever, except merely mentioning his 
name, as above. 


When 
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Whfen Daood firft conceived his defign of 
quitting the Rajah of Cummou’s for vice, 
he took care previoufly to tranlmit the 
principal part of his property, underffhe 
charge of his favourite fon, to Budavon ; 
fo that, upon his death, Allee Mahummed 
found himfelf at once poUl-fl'ed of confider- 
abje wealth, and lupported by a numerous 
train of his father’s adherents, to whom 
his gallant and munificent fpirit had much 
endeared him, and vvhofe defperate cir- 
cumftances and experienced bravery ren« 
dered them the fitted: inftruments for the 
profecution of his ambitious views. 

With thefe he entered into the fervice of 
Azmut-OolahKhan, aperfonof rank, who 
had been appointed from the court of 
Delhi Fowjdar * of Moradabad:—here he 
_ t___ 

m 

* A Fowjdar implies, in its literal meaning, a com¬ 
mander of troops; and is an officer appointed to aft as 
governor or l ieutenant of a diitrift, undera cornmiffion 
from the king, which empowers him to levy troops 
and make war, &c* as occaiion may require* 

foon 
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loon ingratiated himfelf with Azmut- 
Oolah, foas to procure, through his means, 
a renewal of the grant which had been 
beflfowed on his father, and alfo to obtain 
the collection of a considerable purgunna 
on the part of the Emperor, together with 
a Jeydad , or consignment of loine villages, 
which he artfully procured for the fup- 
port of his followers. 

* 

i Azmut Oolah being Shortly after recalled 
to court, AJlee Mahummed itized the op¬ 
portunity which this interval afforded him, 
whilSl there was no royal deputy at hand 
who might control his motions or coun¬ 
teract his defigns, to raife a Strong force, 
and eftabliSh himfelf in the poffeffion of 
thofe lands, the charge of which he had 
obtained through the favour of Azmut- 
bolah :—and thcfe parts of India have 
at all times fwarmed with mtlltitudes of 
vagrants (chiefly Afgans) who wander 
over the country in fearch of employment, 
and are ready to enliSt under any Standard 
that may be raifed, or to fight in any cauSe 

that 
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that may offer, fo he foon increaied the 
number of his followers (which, at the 
time of his father’s death had not exceeded 
three hundred in all) to fuch a degree*, 
that when a fucceffor to Azmut-Oolah was 
appointed from Delhi, the Afgan found 
himfelf in a condition to make his own 
terms, and even to engage him (by fome 
valuable prefents) fo much in his favour as 
to procure, through his means, a commif- 
fion from the Court, authorizing him to 
retain the chiwgc of the lands already men¬ 
tioned ; and alfo the gift of a fmall Jageer 
in addition thereto, for the fupport of his 
dignity. 

Allee Mahummed thus raifed to fome 
degree of rank and confequence, negle&ed 

* It may, perhaps, appear furpifing that an ob- 
fcure individual fliouki be able to colled or fupport a 
formidable force with fuch facilityit is to be con- 
fidered, however, that in an Indian army the compa¬ 
rative number of thofe who receive regular pay is very 
fmall: the horle and accoutrements of every trooper 
are his own property, and he often engages with no 
other view than plunder. 


no 
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no means in his power to ftrengthen his 
intereft and enlarged his connections, and 
the circumftances of the times afforded 
him ample fcope for accomplifhing thefe 
views by methods the moft eafy and ob¬ 
vious.—The Court of Delhi being, at this 
time, torn to pieces bv the ftruggles of con¬ 
tending nobles, had left much of its power 
and influence ; fo that Alice Mahummed, 
confcious of his ftrength, ftiewed little 
attention to the imperial mandates, and 
delayed or avoided, on various frivolous 
pretexts, any payment of revenue into the 
royal trenfury, employing the income of 
his lands in railing troops, purchafing ar¬ 
tillery and military flous, and, above all, 
in fccuring the frieiidlhip of many of the 
principal perfonagt s in the prefence, by a 
judicious and well-timed liberality; neither 
was he remits in cultivating the attachment 
of the lower orders by the lame pra&ices 
as enabled him to luccced with their fu- 
periors ; and he now only waited an op¬ 
portunity to throw off tlie mafk and open¬ 
ly afl'ert his independance, as moft of the 

governors 
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governors in the more diftant provinces 
had already done. Such a one prefently 
prefented itfelf, although perhaps fome- 
what prematurely. 

Omdat al MooJk, who was at this period 
Mecr Buchjby or Paymayfter-General of 
the Empire, and poflc-fled a considerable 
(hare of influence at court, held the dif- 
tridls of Owlah and Minnownah in Jageer 
from the King.—Thefe diflridls bordered 
clofe upon the lands in the polleflion of 
Allee Mahummcd ; and the paymafter had 
difpatchcd a favourite confidential fervant 
to collect: the rents : whether this perfon 
had received any particular inftruftions 
with regard to the Afgan is not certainly 
known ; but, very foon after his arrival, 
he gave occafion for a quarrel, by endea¬ 
vouring to fequefter the rents of fome vil¬ 
lages to which Allee Mahummed laid claim, 
but which the deputy infilled lay within 
the bounds of his Mailer’s Jageer.—An. 
encroachment of this nature the high-fpi- 
rited Afgan would by no means fubmit to ; 

and 
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and after various difputes, and ineffectual 
negotiations, the deputy refolved to at¬ 
temptexecuting hisdeiigns by force ; and, 
as his power was fupported by the name 
and countenance of the royal authority, he 
vainly flattered himfelf that no troops 
would venture to oppofe him:—the event 
fliewed, however, how much he was mis¬ 
taken in his conjecture, as, in an engage¬ 
ment that enfued he himfelf was {lain, and 
his troops totally routed. 

In this exploit Alice Mahummed 
flrengthened himfelf with all the {lores 
and numerous artillery of the enemy : but 
this was not the only advantage he derived 
from it; the boldnefs of his aCtions and 
munificence of his difpofition had already 
acquired him fome degree of credit with 
his countrymen, when the fame of this 
victory raifed his character fo high among 
them, that multitudes of Afgans imme¬ 
diately came from every part of the coun¬ 
try to offer their fervices ; and as he attach¬ 
ed them ftroHgly to his intereft by making 


over 
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over to them almoft the whole of the re¬ 
venues of his diftri&s, thofe vagrants foon 
became enthufiafts in his caufe, and were 
ready to fupport him in any attempt, how¬ 
ever defperate. 

Nor was Allee Mahummed deftitute of 
a powerful friend at court, to raife his 
character, and extenuate his oppofition to 
the imperial authority: in triith, fo mife- 
rably was the Mogul government funk at 
this time into the bafeft venality and cor¬ 
ruption, that Rebellion irfelf could with 
cafe bribe advocates to plead its caufe ; and 
where this means failed, the fame effed 
Was frequently produced in the outrageous 
animofities of unprincipled and fa&ious 
ambition. 

The high office of the Vizaret was, at 
this period, held byKummir-ad-deen Khan, 
a nobleman of the firft character for integ¬ 
rity and abilitiesIt is probable, how¬ 
ever, that the rettitude of his principles' 
was not altogether proof of againfl: the 
E feduftions 
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reductions of immediate intere/l; as Altec 
Mahummed, from the fir ft rife of his for¬ 
tune, had paid court to him with unremit¬ 
ted affiduity, in the way we have already 
mentioned ; and it is certain that the Vi¬ 
zier fupported him on every occafion, 
where decency and a regard for reputation 
would admit of his fo doing, in the fequel: 
—Neither was he, in the prefent inftance, 
unaffc&ed by tliofe other motives we have 
mentioned above; as a mutual enmity, 
originating in the jealoufy of court in¬ 
trigue, had long fubfifted between him and 
the before-mentioned Omdat-al-Moolk.— 
Allee Mahummed, after his victory over 
the deputy of Omdat-al-Moolk, as already 
related, feized the latter’s Jagheer, and con¬ 
verted the revenues arifing from it to his 
own ufe: the paymafter-general, already 
incenfed at the death of his fervant, when 
he found that his eftate was thus appro¬ 
priated, made loud complaints of the ini¬ 
quity of fuch violent and flagitious procee¬ 
dings :—but the Vizier, not refle£ting.J}qv^ 
foon his own interefts might fuffer.by* thq, 

encroach- 
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encroachments of fetch a daring ufurper , 
and happy in fupporting any one in oppo- 
fition to his rival, exerted the whole of his 
weight and authority at court in behalf of 
the Afgan Zimeendar, reprefenting his 
breach with the deputy as arifing folely 
from the rafhnefs and rapacity of the latter, 
who, inftead of attempting to efFedt the 
purpofes for which he had been fent, had 
endeavoured to rob Allee Mahummed of 
all his treafure and efFedts, with a view to 
enrich himfelf with the fpoil.—The rafh- 
nefs of the deputy’s proceedings certainly 
afforded fome colour of juftice to this plea ; 
and although thefe arguments had been 
weaker, yet they would have fufficed to 
turn the fcale in Allee Mahummed’s fa¬ 
vour, when fupported by the credit and 
influence of the Minifter. 

Another incident took place, fhortly 
after this, which' ferved to give Allee Ma¬ 
hummed a reputation for loyalty, fuch. as 
his real defigns but little entitled him to, 
and to confirm and increafe the intereft he 
E 2 had 
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had aheadv hid the foundation of at 
* 

court. 

In the prefent diftracled Hate of the em¬ 
pire, every petty Zimeendar dared to rife 

in rebellion againft the government.- 

There was a fettlcment of Seyds of the 
tribe of Barr ah, which had been eftabliffi- 
ed fome years before in the neighbourhood 
of Anopjhicr (a town oppoiite to Rohil- 
ennd, on the Vvcftcrn bank of the Ganges) 
where their leader or chief, Scyd-ad-deen, 
a man of a troublcfome and turbulent dif- 
pofition, had been admitted as a renter; 
and at length, in a confidence of his own 
itrength and the imbecility of the govern¬ 
ment, excited his followers to raife an in- 
l'urredtion, and to murder all the Emperor’s 
officers who were adting in that quarter, 
or to expel them from their diftridtin 
the l'uppreffion of this difturbance Allee 
Mahummcd (from whatever motive) emi¬ 
nently diftinguifhed himfelf, joining the 
Emperor’s forces, and entirely routing* 

the 
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the infurgents in an engagement in which 

their ring lender was killed. 

It was generally fuppofed that Allee 
Mahummed had been induced to engage 
thus warmly in the royal caufe, at the in- 
ftigation of the Vizier; and in gratitude 
for the countenance and favour he had 
lately fhewn him ; however that might be, 
Kummir-ad-Deen did not fail to reprefent 
the gallantry and loyalty of his conduct 
on the late occafion in the moft favourable 
light to the Emperor, who, as a reward, 
conferred upon the Afgan the dignity of 
an Ameer, with the title of a Nazvab , ac¬ 
companied by a Khclaat, or honorary drefs; 
at the fame time iffuing a Firman , or 
royal warrant, confirming him in the 
lands which he had fo furreptitioufly pof- 
fefled himfelf of, and invefting him with 
other honours and ranks of difiindtion. 

This fudden and extraordinary elevation 
of a man who had, on more than one oc¬ 
cafion, nianifefted a difpofition by- no means 
E 3 confident 
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confident with the imperial intered, was 
as impolitick and Ihort lighted in the 
court as it was fortunate for Allee Mahum- 
tned, whole fame and conlequence were en¬ 
hanced by it in a prodigious degree: but, 
in the moment when his fortune feemed 
to be ripening, he was again engaged in a 
bufinefs on which he rifquqd all his intered 
and fupport at Delhi. 

Rajah Hir-Nund, a Hindoo of fome 
eminence, was' appointed by the Vizier to 
the Foivjdarrey of Moradabad. 

As the Vizier, however friendly his dif- 
potition might be, was well aware of the 
neceffity ot curbing and keeping within 
bounds the afpiring fpirit of the Afgan 
chief, the new Fowjdar had particular 
inftruflions to look narrowly into the 
conduct of Allee Mahummed, whole views 
had already begun to extend in confequence 
of his late acceflion of rank He was 
alfo direfted to make requifition of the 
proportion due. to government from the 

rents 
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- rents of theAfgan’s lands, which were com¬ 
prehended within the jurifdiftion of the 
Moradabad Fotvjdarrey ; and, to enable him 
to do fo with effect, he was accompanied 
by a confiderable body of horle, and a 
refpeftable train of artillery. 

Hir-Nund, on his arrival at his govern¬ 
ment, intimated his defire of an interview 
with Alice Mahummed; this, however, 
(although an indifpenlable mark of duty 
and attention to the royal commiffion) the 
latter declined : the Rajah, foon after, 
made a formal demand of the royal quit- 
rents, to which Allee Mahummed replied 
only by a repetition of fubterfuges and 
delays ; and at the fame time began to 
collect his numerous followers, and to 
put himfelf in a poftureof defence.—The 
Rajah appears to have been fomewhat vio¬ 
lent and precipitate: in fa£t, the recent 
honours beftowed upon the Afgan had ex¬ 
cited the envy of many ; and there were 
not wanting thofe who would endeavour, 
in hopes of effecting his ruin, to Simulate 
E 4 the 
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the Fowjeda r to adapt an abfolute and over ? 
bearing mode of conduit, tending to pro¬ 
voke rather than to intimidate ;—At length 
prefumption on the one hand and difguft 
upon the other urged both parties to 
aition:—the Fowjdar made fome move¬ 
ments with his troops which feemed to 
indicate a defign of feizing on a number of 
fmall forts within the country of AlleeMa- 
hummed ; but, if he had any fuch inten¬ 
tions, they were fruftrated by the valour 
and addrefs of his adverfary, who attacked 
the army of Hir Nund one morning by 
furprife, and gave them a total overthrow, 
feizing on all their treafure, artillery, and 
camp equipage ;—and the body of the un¬ 
fortunate Rajah was found, after the en¬ 
gagement, in his tent, ftabbed in feveral 
places ; lo that it was ftrongly fufpe&ed he 
had perilhed by fome collufive treachery, 

Allee Mahummed immediately made a 
reprefentation of the nature of this rupture 
to the Vizier, and endeavoured to difcharge 
himfelf of any blame in the tranfaflion, a$ 
1 
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having been in Some meafure compelled to 
exert his means of defence in the manner 
he had done by the headftrong violence of 
Hir-Nund.—The Vizier, however, was by- 
no means pleafed with the bufinefs, in which 
he had been confulerably injured in his own 
property, as the greatefl part of the ar¬ 
tillery and (tores belonged to him and 
he alio refen ted the death of the Rajah, 
who was an old confidential fervant, and 
his particular favourite.—He therefore dis¬ 
patched his fon, MeerMunnoo, with a con¬ 
siderable force, to demand fatisfa&ion for 
the injury which the imperial authority 
had fuftained in the difeomfiture of the 
Fowjdar. 

The remainder of this tranSaflion is In¬ 
volved in Some obfeurity.—We (hall not, 
however, hazard any conjectures, but (hall 
Simply adhere, in our relation of it, to the 
account as it (lands in the original. 

Meer Munno proceeded with hi* troops 
£o Secunderabad, and from thence to the 

banks 
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banks oftheGanges oppofite toDarahagurr, 
at which place the river is fordable in the 
dry feafon, but by a long winding paffage, 
infomuch that it would be very difficult for 
,any army to crofs over there in that manner 
if oppofed by an enemy ;—here he faw the 
Afgan chief encamped on the oppofite ffiore, 
with a force fo much fuperior to his own, 
that he did not judge it prudent to attempt 
the paffage.——In this fituation the armies 
lay in fight of each other for fome time, ’till 
at length the two commanders came to a 
proper underflanding, and a negociation 
took place, in the courfe of which Allee 
Mahummed found means not only to make 
his peace, but alfo greatly to reinforce his 
intereft with the Vizier by bellowing a 
daughter in marriage upon one of the Tons 
of that minifter with a conjiderable dowry ; 
and (probably in confequence of this po¬ 
litick meafure) procured a grant of the 
lands formerly occupied by Hir-Nund, 
which he henceforth included within the 
circle of his poffeffions, and out of which 
he engaged to pay aftipulated annual quit- 

rent 
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rent into the royal treafury.—As A lies 
Mahummed, and the greateft part of the 
followers by whofe affiftance he had been 
enabled to rife, were of the tribe of 
Afgans denominated Rohees , or RoblUas % 
(fo termed from Rob, which in the Patau 
diaieft fignifies a mountainous country ,) it 
was about this period that the diftriit of 
Kuttaher began to be diftinguilhed by the 
name of Rohilcund*, although this term 
was not applied to it in any publick inftru- 
ments or other authentick records until 
fome years after. 

Alice Mahummed having thus laid the 
foundation of independence in Rohilcund, 
relblved to ufe the prefent interval of 
tranquillity, not only to eftablilh himfelf 
in his new acquifitions, but to revenge the 
death of his father Daood, by attacking the 
Rajah of Kummaocn. 

The diftrift of Kumm&oon (or Curnmow) 


Jnglicf—" The place or rejidena of the Rchilla^" 

lies 
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lies along the back of thofe hills which 
derive their name from it, and which 
form the northern boundary of the low 
country to the eaftward of the Ganges.— 
It does not appear that it ever had been 
before fybdued by the Mufl'ulmans, al¬ 
though the Rajah paid a fmall tribute and 
acknowledged fealty to the Mogul govern¬ 
ment.-Preparatory to this expedition, 

Allee Mahummed fettled the interior po¬ 
licy of his^ country, and put his finances 
under proper regulations. He then ad¬ 
vanced towards the hills with a body of 
fifteen thoufand veteran Afgans. He was 
joined in the beginning of his march by a 
’multitude of predatory vagabonds, who 
abound in every part of Hindoftan, and 
are ready to join in any excurfion merely 
W’ith a view to ffiare in the plunder ; but 
they receive no pay, and are of no ufe in 
a£tion.—As Allee Mahummed was fen- 
fible of the difficulties he would have to 
(truggle with in the courfe of his under¬ 
taking, efpecially with refpeft to provi¬ 
sions, he determined to throw off the in¬ 
cumbrance 
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cumbrance of thofe ulelefs banditti, and 
accordingly published a proclamation de¬ 
claring “ that any Stranger or other per- 
“ fon not enrolled, who Should be found 
** within the camp after a certain day, 
“ Should be puniShed with death.”—-The 
rigorous execution of this menace in a few 
instances foon drove away all Superfluous 
mouths, and eventually contributed not a 
little to the fuccefs of the expedition.— 
Allee Mahummcd now proceeded to Co- 
fipore, a fortrefs on the borders of the 
northern ForeSts which fringe the Skirts 
of the Cummow hills to the depth of Se- 
veral miles;—here he collected a largtf 
Stock of provisions, and alfo carriages for 
as much grain and other neceffaries as 
would ferve his little army for two months, 

'Thefe meafures, indifpenfably requi- 
fite to the ultimate fuccefs of the Afgans, 
neceflarily occasioned lome delay ; fo that 
the Rajah was fufficiently aware of the 
Rohilla chief’s intentions, and prepared 
for his reception by fortifying all the 
ghautts or paffes over the mountains which 

*led 
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led into his country.—Allee Mahummed 
had, fome time before, employed his 
fcouts to explore the woody region which 
(as above obferved) runs along the foot of 
the Cummovv hills, in hopes of being able 
to avoid the Rajah by purfuing an unex¬ 
pected route.—Some of thefe meffengers 
returned with an account of their having 
difeovered a practicable paflage by which 
(although their dclcription of it was by 
no means encouraging) it was determined 
to advance.-—The Afgans, accordingly, 
boldly penetrated at once through the 
forefts, and after a march of eighteen days* 
during which they fuffered incredible hard- 
fliips and fatigues, at length gained the 
upper country, and arrived at Chumndwtee> 
(a village in Kummdoon') which was the 
firft inhabited place they had feen for fome 
time part.—The troops of Allee Mahum* 
med here found theml'elves reduced to a£fc 
under every difadvantage, as they had no 
provifions but what they brought upon 
th&ir backs, and had been obliged to aban¬ 
don their artillery* and alfo to leave all 

their 
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their horfes and other cattle behind* thele 
being unable to furmount the fteeps; 
the fuccefs of this bold attempt, however, 
fo terrified the Rajah, that he never offered 
to oppofe the Afgan troops, but fled his 
dominion, and took refuge in the neigh¬ 
bouring country of Sirnagur.—Allee Ma- 
hummed thus making himfelf maffer of 
the territory without refiftance, loon over¬ 
ran it, and acquired a prodigious booty ; 
and having rented the whole diftrift of 
Kummdoan to the Rajah of Sirnagurr for 
three lacks per annum, he returned with 
his plunder to Owlah. 

The fortunate refult of this expedition, 
and the riches which Allee Mahummed 
and his followers had acquired by it, would 
not a little have contributed to the exten- 
lion and confirmation of his powder in 
Rohilcund but foon after his arrival at 
Owlah, he found himfelf once more in¬ 
volved in a quarrel with the court, out of 
which he did not extricate himfelf with his 
ufual fuccefs, 


1 


Some 
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Some of the Afgan chiefs Rohilla fe* 
tainers had a difpute with the fervants 
of Sefdar Jung, Subadar of Owde, who 
had been fent by their matter to cut 
Sadi * timbers* which abound in the forefts 
at the back of feuttaher :—this produced 
a fray, in which feveral were killed on 
both fides; and the gumafhte (or agent) 
who commanded Sefdar Jung’s people, 
was obliged to fly, leaving behind him all 
his effe&s, which, according to their ufual 
cuftom, were feized as lawful fpoil by 
the Rohillas. 

The agent repaired immediately to 
Gwde, and laid a complaint before the 
Subadar, who, incenfed at the treatment 
his fervant had met with, and confidering 
his own honour concerned to refent it, 
repaired immediately to Delhi, and repre- 
fented to the fovereign (Mahummed Shah) 


* The Sael is a very beautiful tree, growing per- 
fe£Uy ftrait, to the height of 66 or jo feet; of con* 
iqtacaUe ufe in building, it c. 


the 
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the injurious infult he had fuftained in 
fuch ftrong colours* that an order was im¬ 
mediately difpatched to Allee Mahummed* 
directing him to recover and reftore all the 
Gumafhte’s effects ; with ftriCt injunctions 
to deliver up fuch of the Rohillas as had 
been concerned in the before-mentioned 
difturbance. 

To this requifition Allee Mahummed 
returned an anfwer filled with expreflions 
of the moft fubmiflive obedience,—but, 
nt the fame time intimating—“ that he 
“ would never fuffer the Gumafhtes of 
“ any man to come into his country with- 
“ out his con fen t; that he could not but 
“ approve of what his people had done ; 
“ and that he would neither reftore the 
“ effeCls nor deliver up the plunderers, 
“ who had received, in the infolence of 
“ the Subadar’s people, a provocation 
“ which fufficiently juftified their pro- 
** ceedings.” 

This incautious reply, which amounted 
F to 
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to an explicit declaration of avowed rebel- 
lion, at length roufed the court from the 
fupiue lethargy into which it had been fo 
Jong lulled, with refpeft to the deiigns of 
AUee Mahummed ; and the Emperor hav¬ 
ing at prefent no other object of greater 
moment to occupy his attention, refolved, 
if pollible, to root out* the Afgan free¬ 
booters, and expel them entirely from 
Kutt&her. Sefdar Jung, who hoped by 
the difgrace and overthrow of Allee Ma¬ 
hummed to. add Rohilcund to the extenfive 
dominion he already held, which from its 
relative fituation would render the whole 
of his polielhons perfc&ly compact and 
eafily defenfible, was induced by every 
motive of intereft, as well as of revenge, 
to enter warmly into this determination, 


* The term, in the original is iftee[al> the cafual 
interpretation of which (upon another occafion) ir.to 
“ extirpate” has given rife to great and unfounded 
clamour :—the true meaning is here exhibited, both in 
the tranflation of it, and in the circumftance to which 
it applies* 


and 
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*nt) to fupport and nrge it to the Emperor 
by every argument in his power. He re- 
prefented the notorious turbulence and ra¬ 
pacity of the Afgans, and the contuma¬ 
cious demeanour of Allee Mahummed, 
which had been fufficiently difplaycd, not 
only in his withholding the revenues of 
the country with the charge of which he 
had been entrufted, but alfo in his lately 
undertaking a predatory expedition againft 
the Rajah of Kummdooh without pretext oV 
authority ;—and the difgrace to the impe¬ 
rial honour, in fuffering a contemptible 
tribe of fifteen or twenty thoufand lawlefs 
adventurers to exercife abfolute fway over 
a territory of fuch value and extent as 
Kuttdher , under the immediate eye of the 
court, and almoft, as it were, within 
fight of the royal refidence. The Subadar 
alfoendeavouredto engage the Vizier, Kuril* 
mir-ad-deen> to take a decifive part in the 
meafures he propofed ; but that Minifter, 
from a jealoufy of the growing influence 
of Sefdar Jung, although the circumftances 
of the times obliged him to exhibit ah ap- 
F a pearance 
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pearance of coinciding with him, yet en¬ 
deavoured in fecret to thwart and counter¬ 
act his views ;—this underhand opposition 
on the part of the Vizier, however, was 
not fufficient to footh the -Shah’s refent- 
ment, or to prevent the profecutiori of his 
delign. 

Although the treafury was, at this pe¬ 
riod, very low, yet, by the aSIiSlance of Sef- 
dar Jung and fome other nobles who 
hoped to Share in the fruits of Allee Ma- 
hummed’s ruin, the Kmperor was enabled 
to levy a considerable army, at the head of 
which he marched towards Rohilcund in 
• the month Ribbee-al-Sanee, A. H. 1x54.* 

Allee Mahummed does not feem to have 
aCled on this occafion with his ufual 
promptitude and capacity: whether he 
might hope, by not attempting any reiift- 
ance, to have the affair made up through 
the interpofition of the Vizier ;—whether 
he expeCled that the violent feuds among 


* A. C. 1743. 
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the king’s minifters might operate to his 
advantage,—or was doubtful of the fidelity 
of his own people;—whatever was his mo¬ 
tive, he never attempted to face the royal 
forces; they crofled the Ganges at Han¬ 
gout without oppofition; and proclamations 
were forthwith ifl'ued throughout the 
neighbouring country offering prote&ion 
and reward to all fuch as Ihould defert Al- 
lee Mahummed, and threatened his retain¬ 
ers with the fevereft punifhments.—Sefdar 
Jung feconded the force of thefo edicts by 
a variety of underhand pra&ices, of which 
his long experience in the fchool of crooked 
politics had rendered him a very complete 
maftcr ; and, by means of numerous emif- 
faries, fpread terror and difaffe&ion 
throughout the troops of Allee Mahum¬ 
med ; fo that he found himfelf in a ftiort 
time almoft entirely deferted ; and to avoid 
immediate deftru&ion, was under the ne- 
ceflity of taking refuge, with a few follow¬ 
ers whoftill remained faithful to him, in 
the fort of Bangur , which was immedi¬ 
ately inverted and clofely befieged by the 
F 3 royal 
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had before interceded for him at Bangui", 
not more perhaps out of regard to him 
than from hatred to his enemy ; and (#s it 
was deemed proper to keep him for fome 
time in a kind of honourable reftraint) the 
Vizier gave him apartments in hispalace, in 
which he remained confined as a fort of 
jiate prifoner for feveral months. In the 
mean time, in order to avoid any difturb- 
ances which might be excited in favour of 
the Afgan chief, a Firman was iffued, 
prohibiting Rohillas, and all other Pat&ns, 
of every defcription, who had formerly 
afted -under Allee JVJahummed from crof- 
fing the Ganges, or entering Delhi, under 
any pretence whatfoever. 

Theonly ftep, however,iwhich could have 
effe&ually broken the Afgan confederacy, 
had been negle<fted.—When Allee Mahum- 
ined Surrendered, no precautions were taken 
for the expulfion of his friends and retain¬ 
ers from Kuttdher , (as had been intend? 
ed,) hence they flill continued to hold 
a local confequence and ftrength; and 

(hortly 
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Shortly after the Emperor’s return to Delhi,- 
a confiderable number of them colledled at 
Sumbull (a city in the northern Rohilcund) 
-r-!-and becoming impatient of the abfence 
of their popular and fuccefsful chief, and 
perhaps alhamed of their late pufillanimous 
del'ertion of him, refolved to make an ef¬ 
fort to releal'e him from his prefent con¬ 
finement, and fet him again at their head. 
For this purpofe upwards of four thoufand 
of them, by the connivance of fome Af- 
gan commanders in the royal forces, elud¬ 
ing the vigilance of the guards at the fords, 
Crofied the Ganges, and pafiing over the 
DoS * province in feparate parties under 
different difguifes, aflembled at a garden 
or villa in the fuburbs of Delhi, from 
whence they iflued in a body to the royal 
palace, and there, with much clamour, 
infilled on the enlargement of Allee Ma- 
hummed. There was at this time but a 


* This, (as the name fignifiesj is the country ly¬ 
ing between two rivers, the Ganges and the Jumna; 
Pelhi is fituated upon the latter. 

very 
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"very 1 {mall force in Delhi; a considerable 
part of thole lately 1 levied had been already 
ddbanded ; fome had been left under the 
command of Ferid-ad-deen, to fecure the 
tranquillity of the countries beyond the 
Ganges; and the remainder had, a little 
time before, marched under Meer Mun- 
noo, towards Lahore*, as there was an 
apprehension of the empire being at¬ 
tacked from that quarter thus Situated* 
the court was not a little fiartled at this 
tmexpe&ed and alarming infurreCtion ; and 
•heir ignorance of its origin and extent in- 
ereafed the terror and perplexity of the 
King and his minifters.—There were, how¬ 
ever, among the latter, fome Afgan Amras t 
who were in fecret not much difpleafed at 
this fedition, and they determined to make 
ufe of it as an argument for the immediate 
releale of Allee Mahummed, whofe enter¬ 
prising abilities they conceived might con¬ 
tribute to the aggrandizement of their par¬ 
ty : they therefore urged the neceffity of 
taking fome Hep in his favour, in order to 
avert the gathering ftorm ; because* being 

exceedingly 


* Page 29. 
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exceedingly popular with his countrymen, 
there was reafon to apprehend that the pre> 
Tent tumult might extend to a general in* 
furre&ion of all the Patdns in the northern 
provinces* which, in the imbecile condi¬ 
tion the Hate was then reduced to* might 
be attended with the moft fcrious conse¬ 
quences. 

The unhappy necefiity of prefent cir- 
cumftances gave fuch weight to thefe ar¬ 
guments as at length induced the miniftere 
to yield to the turbulent clamours of Alice 
Mahummed’s adherents; and the Vizier 
found himfelf conftrained reluctantly to 
give way to the tide of general opinion . 
for, though from family connection* and 
other considerations, he was much the Af- 
gan’s friend, yet he by no means confidered 
him a perfon fit to be entrufted at any di¬ 
stance from the immediate eye of govern¬ 
ment. 

It would have been dangerous* in 
prefent criiis* to fuffer Alice Mabummed 

to 
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to return to his former pofieffions;—the 
Collection of the country of Sirhind was 
therefore bellowed upon him, where, being 
at a diftance from his original connections, 
it was prefumed he would remain more 
amenable to the authority of the court 
Allee Mahummed accordingly proceeded to 
that place, leaving two of his children 
with the Vizier as hoftages for his fidelity. 

Allee Mahummed had, at this period, 
fix fons,—Abdoola Khan, Fyzoola Khan, 
Sydoola Khan, Mahummed Yar Khan, 
Allah Yar Khan, and Murtooza Khan 
of thefe, the jirfl and fecond were the 
pledges delivered as above. 

It was fhortly after the appointment of 
Allee Mahummed to Sirhind that the fa¬ 
mous Ahmed Shah Ahdallee invaded Hin- 
doftan. * 

No notice has been taken, in its proper 
p^ce, of the invafion of Nadir Shah, as 
that event did not, at the time, bear any 


* A. H. 1155, A. C. 1744. 
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dired relation to the hiftory of the Afgans; 
—but as its deftrudlive confequences to the 
Mogul power contributed not a little to the 
facility of forming the Rohilla, and many 
other independent eftablifhments which 
foon after fprutig up in different parts of 
India* and, though not in its immediate 
operation, yet in its fubfequent effects, 
materially tended to alter the general fy- 
Item, it may here be neceffary to take a 
fhort retrofpeft, as a proper introdu&ion to 
what follows. 

■ -- - Nadir Shah, after fubjugating 

all the provinces of Perfia, and fpreading 
his ravages over the region which formed 
the ancient empire of Ghizni, advanced 
into Candahar, from whence he was in¬ 
duced, by the factions which weakened 
and diftra£ted the Mogul government, to 
proceed towards Delhi;—and to this ftep 
he was, moreover, invited by fome mal¬ 
content Amras in India, who expe&ed 4 a 
the ruin of their monarch, and the-over¬ 
throw of the ftate, to find opportunities/or 

the 
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the gratification of their own flagitious 
ambition. 

It was not probable that a weak and ef¬ 
feminate prince, aided (or rather governed) 
by a council compofed (the Vizier only 
excepted) of men of the raoft abandoned 
principles, each of whom was folely occu¬ 
pied in the care of his own little interefts, 
without the fmalleft attention to or regard 
for the publick good, fhould be able to con¬ 
duit an army lo as to make an effeitual 
itand againft the incurfion of troops who 
had been bred up in war, and were long 
accultomed to victory :—after an adtion in 
which, however, it appears that the Mo¬ 
guls behaved in a manner not altogether 
unworthy of their ancient character, fome 
of the principal commanders in Mahum- 
tted Shah's army, perceiving that the ir¬ 
regular efforts of perfonal bravery would, 
iti the end, prove no match for the un¬ 
daunted firmnefs of Nadir’s difciplined ve¬ 
terans, began to defpair; vvhilft thofe 
traitors who had invited the Perfian to 
iftvade their country, and among whom 

were 
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were fome of the chief lervants of the Em¬ 
peror, fecretlv commenced leparate nego- 
ciations with the enemy;—and intelli¬ 
gence of this being conveyed io Mahum- 
med Shah, the unhappy prince, tottering 
on the brink of ruin in the midft of his 
irrefolute officers and perfidious minifters, 
was advifed by his Vizier to throw him* 
felf upon tiie meicy and generofity of his 
adverlary. He accordingly furiendered, 
and was treated with refpedt; and the 
Perfian forces proceeded towards Delhi, 
which city Nadir Shah entered upon the 
ninth of March, A. D. 1739. 

The particulars which followed have been 
minutely related by others : it is therefore 
fufficient to obferve that having, by the 
Seizure of the royal treafury and regalia, 
by contributions, taxes, and pillages, col- 
le£fed to the enormous value o ffeventy mil- 
lionsjlerltng , Nadir Shah returned towards 
Perfia, marking his route with horror dnd 
dev aft at ion. Not very long after, he was 
aftaftinated; upon which event, a number 

of 
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ot rivals immediately ftarted up to difpute 
thus fucceffion to his extenfive conquers, 
and, as is always the cale on fuch occa*- 
fions, that empire which he had formed 
with fo much rifque and labour, and fuch 
deftru£tion to the human race, fell to 
pieces, and became divided into a number 
of independent fovereignties. 

Among other adventurers who raifed 
themfelves to royalty upon this occafion 
was Ahmed Khan, furnamed AbddUee. 

Ahmed Khan was an Afgan, a native 
of Herat, of the tribe of Afgans denomi¬ 
nated Ddran Abdal t whofe anceftors had 
held a confiderable dominion in the moun¬ 
tains which feparate Hindoftan from Per- 
fra:—the fortunes of his family being 
ruined, and his country overrun by the 
arms of Nadir Shah, he was conftrained to 
enter into the fervice of the Perfian ; and 
although at firfl: entertained in a very low 
capacity, was gradually advanced by that 
difccrning prince, on account of his abili- 



MOHILLA A F G A N S. 


7 $ 

ties and merit, until he attained the poft 
of treafurer t on the laft expedition to Hin- 
doftan. 

Ahmed Khan, taking advantage of the 
univerfal confufion which fucceeded the 
murder of the tyrant, found means to 
carry off a great part of his wealth, with 
the care of which he was entrufted by the 
nature of his employment, intofome ftrong 
recedes in the hills near Gh&rebund in 
Zabuliftan, which had been the refidence 
of his anceftors.—Here he was joined by 
fuch of his tribe as had ferved in Nadir 
Shah’s army, and having collected together 
a body of thirty thoufand Durannees (as 
the Afgans of this region are commonly 
called) iflued forth into the neighbouring 
country, which being at prefent without 
any acknowledged head, was eafily fub- 
je£ted to his authority ; infomuch that, in 
the courfe of two or three years, he laid 
the foundation of a new and powerful mo¬ 
narchy, affuming the title of Ahmed-Shab 
Abdallee. 

G Ahmed 
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Ahmed Abdallee, having perfectly e&t- 
blifhed himfclf in his new acquifitions, 
began to turn his thoughts towards Hin - 
doftan, where the increafing imbecility of 
the empire gave him hopes of a fuccefs 
iimilar to that which had attended the ex¬ 
pedition of liis late mafter : and with this 
view he marched eaftward, crofted the 
Attack, and advanced through the country 
of Punjab , a Ihort time before Alice Ma- 
humrned was appointed to Sirhind, as 
already related.—As Ahmed’s army con- 
lifted of not lets than iixty thouland well- 
appointed cavalry, when his intentions 
became known, the Sultan and his Amrns, 
as well as all the inhabitants of Delhi and 
the iurrounding country, who even yet 
l'everely felt the cruelties of Nadir Shah, 
were overwhelmed with terror and-dejec- 
tion.—The lame intrigues however, which, 
on the incurlion of Nadir Shah, had been 
lb deftruclive to the public caufe, did not 
at prel'ent exift; and the Vizier found him¬ 
fclf at liberty to employ his integrity and 

vigou- 


i 
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vigour, unimpeded by the counter-plots 

which had then ob/irufted their operation. 

Meer Muftnoo (the Vizier’s Ton) was 
ordered to advance towards Lahore*, with 
fuch forces as were then at Delhi, to 
watch Ahmed Shah’s motions and re¬ 
tard his progrefs : — the farther prepara¬ 
tions for defence were likely to have re¬ 
ceived a confiderable check from the infur- 
re&ion of the Afgans in favour of Allee 
Mahummed; but that bufinefs being fet¬ 
tled, and accounts daily arriving of the 
nearer approach of theAbdallee, the Vizier 
collefted what remaining troops he could 
mufter from Rohilcund and other parts ; 
and being farther reinforced by a confide¬ 
rable body of horfe under Sefdar Jung, pro¬ 
ceeded to join his fon, and oppofe the in¬ 
vader. 

The Vizier advanced to Sirhind, where 
he found Meer-Munnoo, who had not 
thought it prudent to venture farther 
on account of the great fuperiority of 

* p. 68. 
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th<? Durdnnees ; the united troops, hav¬ 
ing lodged all their heavy artillery and ib- 
perfiuous baggage in this place , purfued 
their route, and had proceeded three days 
march from thence, when they came with¬ 
in light of the enemy at a place called 
Minowrd .——— Here the adverfe armies, as 
if unwilling to bring matters to any fudden 
decifion, ftrongly intrenched themfelves, 
and began their operations againft each 
other by a diftant cannonade, which was 
continued for- many days, at intervals, 
without any material lofs on either fide.— 
At length, it unfortunately happened that 
the Vizier was killed one evening by a 
random (hot, in his tent-His body was 
wrapped up in fliawls by the attendants, 
and it was determined, in a council of the 
chief commanders, which was immediately 
convened upon this unhappy accident, to 
keep his death a profound fecret, and to 
attack the enemy the very next morning, 
before a knowledge of this event fhould 
have dilhcartened the foldiers, who were 
known to place their chief dependance on 

the 
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the approved valour and abilities of the 
Vizier. Accordingly, a general adtion en- 
fued next day, in which, after various fuc- 
cefs, the troops of Ahmed Abdallee were at 
length repulfed, with the lofs of a confi- 
derable part of their artillery, and driven 
i'everal miles from the field of battle. 
Ahmed, a few days after, once more tried 
his fortune againft the Mogul forces, and 
was again defeated; but this able foldier, 
far from being difmayed by thefe failures, 
at the very point when his fortune feemed 
to be moil defperate, fuddenly turned the 
rear of the imperial army, and with a cho- 
fen body of cavalry pufhing to the eafl- 
ward, nothing w>as heard of him for two 
days, and it was univerfally imagined that 
he had gone off towards Candahar, when 
he feemed to fpring up out of the earth be¬ 
fore Sirhind, which immediately furren- 
dered to him. Having levied a hafly con¬ 
tribution in that place, and plundered the 
neighbouring country, he retired as 1 ra¬ 
pidly as he had advanced, and pafling 
within four miles of the Mogul army in 
G 3 the 
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the night, proceeded towards the Punjab, 
carrying with him Fyzoola Khan and Ah- 
doola Khan, the two fons of Allee Ma- 
hummed whom the Rohilla had left as 
hoftages of his fidelity, on his appointment 
to Sirhind,—as before mentioned. Thefe 
young men had accompanied the Vizier 
thus far, on his march to oppofe Ahmed 
Abdallee; and had been ordered to remain 
at Sirhind, by which means they fell into 
the invader’s hands, who confidered them 
as the moil: valuable part of his acquifition 
in this defultory incurfion ; as, by his 
power over them, he would be able to fe- 
cure the neutrality of Allee Mahummed 
(whofe abilities and enterprifing difpofition 
he was well acquainted with)—and even 
to render him fubfervient to his future 
views upon Hindoftan, 

The command of the Mogul army, 
which ftill remained to the weft ward as a 
check upon Ahmed Abdallee, devolved 
upon the gallant Meer Munnoo, fon of 

the 
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the deceafed Vizier, who had iign&lly di- 
ftinguifhed himlelf in the iateadions. 

The old Sultan, Mahummed Shah, 
never recovered the ffiock which he fuf- 
tained in the death of his favourite, the 
faithful Kummir-ad deen ;—he died Ihort- 
ly after, and was fucceeded in the imperial 
dignity by his foil Ahmed, who appointed 
Sefdar Jung, the Subadar of Owde, to the 
high office of die Fizaret. 

Confulering all circumflances, the re- 
pulfe of the Abdaliee was certainly an 
event which could fcarcely have been ex¬ 
pected,—and ferved, for the moment, to 
keep alive the dying embers of the royal 
power.—But, whilft fome remains of the 
empire were thus preferved in one quarter, 
many of its provinces were alienated in 
another. 

It has already been obferved that Alice 
Mahummed ftill entertained Itopes of being 
able, lome tune or other, to recover the 
D 4 Jaghecrs 



82 HUTOEY OF THE 

Jaghccrs and other tenures which he had 

pofleffed in Rohilcund. 

On his arrival at Sirhind, he immediately 
began to call together his fcattered banditti\ 
whom he gratified with whatever he could 
glean from the country which had in fo 
weak a manner been entrufled to his 
charge ; and in qonfequence of his lavifh 
profufenefs to his followers, could make 
no remittances of revenue -to Delhi;—he 
was, however, deterred from undertaking 
any thing openly, for the prefen t, by the 
tircumftance of Meer Munnoo being for 
fome time encamped near Sirhind with the 
advanced divifion of the royal forces. 
When he heard that the Vizier was about 
to march from Delhi with the remainder 
of the Mogul army, in order to form a 
jun&ion with Munnoo, he withdrew to 
Gungapore, a town about fixteen miles 
diftant from Sirhind, under pretence of 
colle&ing the rents of that Purgunna, but 
iu reality to avoid an interview with the 
miui&er, and to evade any demands which 

might 
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might be made df him in the prcfrnt eri l 
gency :—And, as foon as he tinderftbod 
that the Vizier had palled Sirhind, he pro¬ 
ceeded immediately to the Ganges, and crdf- 
fingthatriver atBiceghaut, marcheddire£- 
ly into the heart of Rohilcund ; and being 
there joined by thegreateft part of his old 
retainers, prefently poffefled himfelf of all 
the countries which had formerly been in 
his hands, as well as the Jagheers of Kum- 
mir-ad-deen, Sefdar Jung, and others, 
comprehending almoft the whole of Kut» 
taher." 

Asa great part of the royal forces had 
been withdrawn from thefe provinces to 
reinforce the main army under the Vizier, 
the few who were left never attempted ahy 
oppofition to Allee Mahummed.-— Some 
of the commanders he bought over to his 
interell ; others he drove away ; and the 
circumflances of the time preventing tHe 
poffibility of any meafures being thken to 
remedy his defe&ion, he was left at full 
liberty to purfue every ftep wljich might 

be 
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be neceffary for his eftablilhment. He* 
by contributions and other means, raifed 
confiderable fums, which he employed in 
levying troops, providing artillery-ftores, 
building fome forts and repairing others ; 
and made fo rapid a progref6 in his fchemes, 
that when the government at Delhi was 
reftored to tranquillity, he found himfelf 
able to make his own terms with the new 
Vizier; and in confequence of a private 
bargain with the minifter, obtained from 
the Emperor, foon after his acceflion, grants 
of all thofe territories he had lately feized, 
including the Jagheer of Moradabad, be¬ 
longing to Kummir-ad-deen, but which 
had been vacated by his death, that of the 
Nizam conliiling of the diftri£l of Barelli, 
that of Sefdar Jung conlifting of Dam- 
poor and Sheerkootch, together with other 
eftates of many principal Amras ; fo that 
in fa&, (if the grants of an impotent prince 
could be faid to bellow any additional title) 
AUee Mahummed procured, as a fubjefl 
of the Mogul government, a full and legal 

authority 
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authority over the whole of Kutlaher*, 

Nothing can afford fo flrong an inftance 
of the deplorable imbecility to which the 
court of Delhi was at this period reduced, 
and of the corruption or infatuation which 
reigned in its councils, than this condu& 
towards a man whofe whole life had exhi¬ 
bited a continual feries of refinance, and 
contempt of the imperial authority.-—We 
have juft fecn an effort made to repel a 
formidable foreign foe, attended with fuc- 
cefs ; whilft, from a want of interior po¬ 
litical ftamina, every Zimeendar railed the 
ffandard of rebellion with fuccefs, every 
Iawlefs ruffian committed his enormities 
without fear of punifhment, and every fpe- 
cies of rapine and devaluation were perpe¬ 
trated without reftraint!—but to return. 

Allee Mahummed finding hitnfelf at 
length permanently fixed in what had fo 
long been the objeft of his wifhes, began 
immediately to fettle the interior pplice of 

* A . H. 1157—A, D, 1746. 

the 
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the territory under proper regulations; 
and, that he might not be incommoded by 
the incurfions of the petty Rajahs, who 
held tracts along the foot of the Cummow 
hills, he rooted out all thofe from whom 
he had any apprehenfions, and drove them 
to the other fide of the Ganges, without 
any regard to their prior right in thofe 
lands, which had been the feats of their 
anceftors for many centuries. This was a 
mode of asking diametrically oppofite to 
what had ever been obferved by the Ma- 
hommedan fcttlers in Hindoflan ; the Ro- 
hilla chief, however, did not flop here ; 
but conduced himfelf towards all the Hin¬ 
doos of any rank or confequence in Rohil- 
cund (the only name by which Kuttaher 
was after this diflinguifhed) with a cruel 
and unjuflifiable feverity. He deprived 
fuch as were Zimeendars of their lands, 
and the public officers of their employ¬ 
ments, and filled the places thus vacated 
with his creatures ; fo that in the fpaceof 
a few njonths the country was put com¬ 
pletely under a Patan government. This 

decided 



decided mode of proceeding, although 
harlh and tyrannical, yet was certainly the 
only means of fecurfng Allee Mahummed 
in that abfolute independence at which he 
aimed, as it formed a combination apparent¬ 
ly too flrong to be fhaken or deranged by any 
meafures the court of Delhi might in fu¬ 
ture adopt for the recovery of its domi¬ 
nion, leaving the revenue of every diftriCt 
at his foie dilpofal, and opening to him the 
rnoft fecret fources of intelligence;—and 
accordingly we do not find that, during 
the remainder of his life, auy attempt was 
made to difturb or fubvert the defpotic au¬ 
thority of the Afgans in Rohilcuild. 

Had the life of Allee Mahummed been 
prolonged, .it is certain that he would have 
raifed this country to a high degree of hap- 
pinefs and profperity ; as, being altogether 
unmolefted by other interference, he em¬ 
ployed his whole time in making various 
wife and falutary regulations, placing his 
army on a refpeftable footing, and cor¬ 
recting and arranging the different depart¬ 
ments 
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ritetitsr of government with a (kill which 
diftinguifhed his chara&er as much for his 
policy and prudence in the exercife of 
power, as his preceding a&ions, for the 
perfeverance and enterprize by which that 
power was acquired. 

But the time foon arrived, when Allee 
Mahummed, in common with other fuc- 
cefsful heroes, was to prove and experience 
the idle vanity of all the purfuits of ambi¬ 
tion. 

He had for fame years been fubje£t to pe¬ 
riodical returns of deafnefs, but without 
any material injury to his health in other 
refpe&s ;—--this diforder, about fourteen 
months after his reinftatement in Rohil* 
cund, returned upon him with uncommon 
violence, inlomoch that it is faid he could 
not hear the report of a cannon ; he was 
at the fame time feized with a droply which 
baffled the (kill of the phylicians; and 
finding that this laft difeafeincreafed upon 
hinft,. and that his difiblution approached, 

he 
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lie was anxious to put affairs on fuch a 
footing as would fecure the inheritance of 
his territories to his children. 

As all his Tons were flill under age, Al- 
lee Mahummed was fufficiently aware that 
the transfer of the government into any 
one hand until their maturity would be 
likely to defeat his intention ;—but he 
hoped by a judicious partition of the whole 
power among a number of the principal 
individuals for that period, to create a coun- 
terpoife of interefts in the community, 
which might eventually operate in favour 
of his heirs. 

He therefore called together all the chief 
perfonsof the Rohilla party ; and it is on 
this occafion that the firft mention is made 
of Rahmut Khan and Doondy Khan, 
as bearing any part in the tranfac- 
tions in Rohilcund : the former of thele 
was the uncle and the latter the coufin of 
Allee Mahummed :—they had heretofore 
moved in a very humble fphere ; but their 

* See Page 5. 

relation, 
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relation, upon his final eftablifhment in 
that quarter, had bellowed upon them the 
charge of fame of his mod important di * 
itri&s in the territories of Barellee, and 
Bifloolee. He now conftituted the former 
of thefe Hafiz , or chief Guardian of his 
children during their minority ; he like* 
wife joined Doondy Khan in the guar* 
dianfhip appointing him commandant 
of the troops. He in their prefence ex¬ 
ecuted a will, in which he dire&ed that, 
until the return of his two eldeft fons, 
Fyzoola Khan and Abdoola Khan, (who 
had been carried off by Ahmed Abdallee 
to Candahar) the fupreme government 
Ihould, under the direction and control 
of the guardians, be verted in his third fon, 
Sydoola Khan ; aiid he received from the 
guardians the mod folemn promifes and 
aflurances of their inviolable attachment to 
all his children, which they ratified by 
oath upon the Koran. Thefe men were, 
of courfe, to be neceflarily entrufted with 
a principal lhare in the executive autho¬ 
rity but as a check on the dangerous in¬ 
fluence 
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^UjPijge with which they would hereby be* 
ctyijg yeued, he united with them his kinf- 
xvepj Niamut Khan and Sillabut Khan, in 
t^e general adminiftration of affairs. He 
alfo created two principal officers of ftate; 
—Futte Khan, one of his moft favourite 
retainers, who had invariably adhered to 
hjs interefts in every change of his for¬ 
tune, he nominated to the port: of Khanfa - 
man, or fteward ; and Serdar Khan to that 
pf Buxy, or paymafter, to a£t immediately 
Under the regents. To all thefe Allee 
■Mahummed gave the government of dif¬ 
ferent diftri&s, which they refpeftively 
fwore to hold in trufl for his children. 
The whole were, upon every emergency* 
to confult together for the good of the ge¬ 
neral flate ; and, in cafe of neceffity, each 
was. to lead his proportion of forces into the 
field, and to pay a quota into the grand 
treafury under the Buxy for the difburfe- 
ment of contingencies. Allee Mahum- 
med’s laft care, previous to his deceafe* was 
to difcharge, with a fcrupulous exadtnefs* 
^11, the arrears due to his troops; he alfo 
H 'distributed 
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diftributed an advance among them to the 
amount of twenty-five lacks of rupees, 
taking an acknowledgement from every 
individual, by which each folemnly bound 
himfelf to Hand by and adhere to the caufe 
of his family; and thefe acknowledge¬ 
ments were lodged in the 'Tojhek-Khani , or 
chancery, under the care of Futte Khan, 
khanfaman. 

Allee Mahummed did not long furvive 
the new arrangement of the Rohilla go¬ 
vernment ; and the circumftances of his 
death were not lefs remarkable than the 
whole tenor of his life. On the morning of 
his deceafe, he was carried into the Durbar, 
where were aflembled all the principal per- 
fons with whom he entrufted the manage¬ 
ment of his territories.—Here he publicly 
declared the particulars of his will, in 
which he had fettled the different divifions 
of the country upon his fons, according to 
a diftrihution therein mentioned;—and in¬ 
treating their protection of his children, he 

ex pi red 
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expired amidft the united murmurs of for* 
row and applaufe, on the 4th of the fecond 
Jemmad, in the 1160th year of the Higera*, 
after acquiring a great and la fling reputa¬ 
tion among his countrymen. 

Allee Mahummed, at his death, left fix 
Tons, whofs names have been already men¬ 
tioned-}- ; the two eldeft of thefe were ftill 
with Ahmed Abdallee at Candahar + ; the 
remaining four,—to wit, Sydoola Khan, 
Mahummed-Yar Khan, Allah-Yar Khan, 
and Murtooza Khan, being yet infants, 
were committed for the prefent to the 
charge of Futte Khan, khanfaman, and 
the guardians provided an adequate eftab- 
lilhment for their fupport. 

The death of Allee Mahummed opened 
the way for feveral attempts to overfet the 
Afgan interefts in Rohilcund, and to drive 
them from their ufurped pofleffions. 


* A. D. 1749. 4* Page 70. { Page 80. 

H 2 With 
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\Vifh this intention, Kuttub-ad-deen, 
the grandfon of Azwut Oolah, repaired to 
Delhi, and with eafe obtained a Firman 
for the fucceffion to the Fowjdarrey of Mo- 
radabad. But the power of the court was 
now reduced io low, that it could not afford 
any affiftance to its fervants to enforce the 
royal mandates : orders were every day 
affiied which never were obeyed, and di- 
ftrifts granted which could never be fub- 
dued.—Kuttub-ad-dcen fatally experienced 
the truth of this obfervation :—marching 
into Rohikund under the farnftion of the 
royal commiffion, but with a force by no 
means equal to fuch an undertaking, he 
was met at Dampoorby the Rohilla troops 
under Doondy Khan, who entirely defeat¬ 
ed him, and put all his followers to the 
fword. 

Scarcely was this diffurbance quelled, 
before another more formidable enemy ap¬ 
peared to contend with. 

Someyears previous to the events we have 

been 
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been relating, the Afgans of the BungiQ^ 
tribe had made a fettlement at Ferrocha- 
bad, which from the fubiequent imbecility 
and increafing weaknefs of the court, had 
fince been (like many other parts of the 
empire) erected into a fort of independent 
principality ; paying only a nominal tri¬ 
bute, and acknowledging the authority of 
the Mogul government, but without ex¬ 
hibiting any real proofs of dependancc 
upon it.—Kaeem Jung Bungilh was, at the 
period here treated of, chief of that tribe, 
and was filled “ Nabob of Ferrochabad ”— 
He entertained the fame hopes which had 
deluded Kuttub-ad-deen, of profiting by 
the death of Allee Mahummed, concluding 
that the Afgan chiefs in Rohilcund, being 
deprived of their ufual firm lupport by this 
event, would eafily yield to the firft im- 
prefiion he fhould attempt to make in that 
quarter. He accordingly prepared a nume¬ 
rous army, and a formidable train of artil¬ 
lery ; and eroding the Ganges on a bridge 
of boats at Futty-Ghur, proceeded up the 
erftern bank of that river, on pretence of 
H 3 feeking 
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feeking fatisfa&ion for fome encroach¬ 
ments which had been made upon him by 
the Rohillas, and fome affronts his people 
had received from them in the fmall por¬ 
tion of his territory which lay on that fide 
of the river. 

The chiefs in Rohilcund, when they 
were certified of Kaeem Jung’s intention, 
were at firft llruck with terror and difmay; 
as they were well acquainted with his 
power and bravery, and their government 
had not yet attained a fufficient degree of 
firmnefs to enable it to withftand fuch a 
Ihock without manifelt danger. The two 
eldeft fons of Alice Mahummed were more¬ 
over abfent ; and the third, in whom the 
oftenfible authority of the (late was veiled, 
was as yet a child, whofe prefence could 
infpire but little liability in their councils, 
or valour in the field. The guardians 
therefore fent ambaffadors to Kaeem Jung, 
in the mod fuppliant terms, to deprecate 
his refentment, and offering to furrender 
to him the whole territory they were pof- 

feffe 4 
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feffed of to the weftward of the Ganges;— 
they likewife reprefented to him the ill 
policy of the Afgan powers quarrelling 
with and difabling each other, at a time 
when their force Ihould rather be combined 
to refill the machinations of their common 
enemies. 

All this reafoning, however, had no 
effect upon Kaeem Jung, who was deter¬ 
mined to aim at nothing lefs than the total 
fubjugation of Rohilcund ; and the fumif- 
five profeffions of the chiefs indicating a 
great degree of confufion and alarm, in¬ 
duced him the more obftinately to perfilt. 
The Rohillas were therefore obliged to pro¬ 
vide againfl; the worft. 

The guardians and other miniffers a£ 
fembled their forces, and fet young Sy- 
doola Khan at their head, in hopes that 
his prelence, by reminding the foldiers of 
their former fuccefs under his father, might 
be regarded by them as a propitious cir- 
H 4 puffance, 
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pumftance, and be attended with lbt$p 
good effedh 

Kieem Jung advanced to Owde, and 
from thence attempted, by directing his 
route to the eaftward, to penetrate into the 
heart of Rohilcund. 

Shortly after, the adverfe armies met 
upon the plains of Dowrey, about fourteen 
miles from Owlah, where a bloody engage¬ 
ment enfued, in which, after a variety of 
fuccefs, Kacem Jung being (lain by a match¬ 
lock fhot, hi£ troops at length gave way, 
and were totally routed. 

f 

The RohillaS after this victory ftized 
on all the pofl'eftions of Kiieern Jung, to 
the eaftward of the Ganges. 

Sefdar Jung, who had by this time ac¬ 
quired an unbounded authority at Delhi, 
reigning over the Emperor himfelf as well 
as the Amras of the court with an abl'olute 
fway, was much pleafed at this breach be¬ 
tween 
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the Afgan powers, whole growing 1 
influence in the northern provinces was 
greatly dreaded by him ; and had indeed 
been no inconsiderable check upon his am¬ 
bitious defigns ;—nor was the confequent 
defeat and death of Kaeem Jung lefs agree¬ 
able to him, as that chief had often treated 
the orders of the fupreme government, and 
the Emperor’s requisitions of Supplies for 
the Service of the Slate, with the mofl con¬ 
temptuous indifference and negleft ; and 
thele events afforded an opportunity for 
recovering the dominion of Ferrochabad, 
and Seizing on the treafureand effedts of the 
dcceafed as a punilhment for his contuma¬ 
cy. With this defign the Vizier marched 
from Delhi at the head of a considerable 
force, and inverted Ferrochabad. 

Kaeem Jung’s family having been left 
at Ferrochabad without any protection, 
were in no condition to oppofe Sefdar Jungj 
and endeavoured to make their peace, by 
Surrendering to him their whole property; 
—but he, in order to prevent any future at¬ 
tempt 
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tempts to revenge this extortion in behalf 
of the Emperor, feized Kkeem Jung’s mo- 
tber, and fome others of his relations, 
and fent them to the fort of Allehabad ; 
—determining to hold them as hoftages 
for the future demeanour of their party. 

In the mean time, Ahmed Khan Bun- 
gi(h, the brother of Kaeem Jung, after the 
battle of Dowrey, collected the remains 
of the defeated troops at Maw. Here he 
was joined by his brother’s wife, who had 
contrived to effeft her efcape from Ferroch- 
abad, and brought with her fome money 
and jewels, and a few faithful followers. 
Thefe propitious events ferved to fupport 
the declining fpirit of the Ferrochabad 
Afgans ; and numbers of them flocked in 
every day from all parts of the country to 
the flandard of Ahmed. This foon ena¬ 
bled him to proceed to aflion ; and he pre¬ 
sently marched to Ferrochabad, drove the 
troops of Sefdar Jung out of that city, and 
put to death all thofe who had been any 

way 
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wa y inftrumental in the misfortunes of his 
family. 

Rajah Newel Ray, who was a favourite 
retainer of Sefdar, and a£ted as his deputy 
in the province of Oude, immediately 
marched with a great army from that placo 
to attempt the recovery of Ferrochabad. 

Ahmed Khan Bungifh had by this time 
fo much ftrengthened himfelf, that he took 
the refolution of marching out to meet the 
deputy, who had pafled over the Ganges at 
Kinnoge, about thirty miles below Fer¬ 
rochabad, and was already fome way ad¬ 
vanced on his route towards that city. 
Their forces engaged upon the banks of the 
Calli-Nudee (a {mail river which runs in¬ 
to* the Ganges) and after an obftinate con¬ 
flict, the Rajah being at length (lain, his 
troops fled on every quarter.—Ahmed Khan 
purfued them for feveral cofs from the field 
of battle with terrible {laughter ; and fol¬ 
lowing his blow, hecrofled the Ganges on 
the bridge of boats which Newel R&y had 

conftru&ed 
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camftnjSbed upon that river at 1 ilnnogo, and 
marching diredly to Oudc, feized on all 
the treafure and effects of Sefdar Jung. 

The Vizier, incenfed at this overthrow, 
moil bafely and cruelly caufed all the indi- 
vidualsof theBungifh family, whom he had 
imprifoned, to be put death ; and taking 
forty pieces of the royal artillery from Del¬ 
hi, marched in perfon with what force he 
could muilcr againft Ahmed, who imme¬ 
diately returned from Oude toward the 
Ganges, and pafiuig over on the bridge of 
boats before fnentioned, difpofed a part of 
his troops fo as effeftually to cover the ter¬ 
ritory of Ferrochabad, and with the re¬ 
mainder prepared diretlly to meet and en¬ 
gage the royal forces. This boldncfs in¬ 
timidating the cowardly Vizier; and after 
fome ikirmiihes, in which Ahmed Khan 
was generally fuccefsful, the contending 
parties at length met on a large plain near 
the village of Patti dree, within twelve 
miles of Ferrochabad, where enfued one 
of the fierceft engagements recorded in the 

flruggles 
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iirugglcs of the declining empire - At 

fir ft, the a ion, from the fuperiority of 
forces (particularly artillery) feemed ra¬ 
ther to incline in favour of the royal army ; 
but during the hotteft part of the-engage- 
ment there fuddenly arofe a fand-Jlorm , 
(common in thole parts of India) which 
blew with violence direftdy in the faces of 
the Moguls ; and the Afgans, improving 
this advantage, rulhed on in the bofom of 
a thick cloud of dull:, and charged their 
enemies with irrefiftible impetuofity.—The 
Vizier’s troops being blinded by the fand, 
could neither judge of the number, nordi- 
ftinguifh the attack of their aflailants; 
their panick was iticreafed by the whirl¬ 
wind and darknefs which furrounded them, 
and in a few minutes they gave way and 
fled with the utmoft precipitation. All 
the Vizier’s artillery was taken, and his in¬ 
fantry cut off to a man.—He himfelf ef- 
caped with difficulty, and two days after 
arrived at Delhi in a tranfport of rage and 
defpair. He now refolvcd, at all events, 
utterly to extirpate the Afgans, and to 
1 rilk 
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riik the exiftence of his own power, and 
of the ruinous remains of the empire, to 
efie& his purpofe, by calling in the aid of 
the Hindoo powers, whofe alliance was 
fcarcely lefs deftru&ive than their enmity. 

In purfuance of this refolution, he drew 
the whole of the money out of the royal 
treafury; and finding this to be infufficient, 
laid Delhi and the neighbouring country 
under a heavy contribution.—He next en¬ 
tered into a treaty with the Mahratta 
chiefs, Apa-Jee and Mulhar-Row, pro¬ 
curing their alliance by giving them a large 
fum in advance, and bonds to a confidera- 
ble amount, in confequence of which they 
joined him with a body of fifty thoufand 
horfc.—By funilar means he procured the 
afliftance of Sooraj Mull with a number of 
J*ts. 

With thefe united forces the Vizier ad¬ 
vanced once more towards Ferrochabad. 

Ahmed Khan prepared to oppofe them j 

but 
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but finding himfelf unable to contend, alone, 
with lb powerfula confederacy, heappliedto 
the Rohilla chiefs for afliftance, rep relent¬ 
ing this as a common caufe, in which the 
whole of the Afgan powers fhould feel 
thcmfelves equally concerned. Thefe 
chiefs, however, were much averfe to in¬ 
volving themfelves in a quarrel, from the 
moil favourable iffue of which they could 
derive no eflential benefit, and in cafe»of 
defeat had every think to fear;—they 
would not, therefore, pay any attention to 
this reprefentation ; upon which Ahmed 
Khan fent his mother, who was a woman 
of great art, and poffefled of a mafculine 
underftanding, to endeavour to negotiate 
an alliance with the Rohillas, and to fettle 
all matters of difpute that had arilen be¬ 
tween them and Kaeem Tung-. 

The Begum accordingly repaired to Kut- 
taher, and applied feverally to the chiefs, 
but to no purpofe ; they declared “ that 
“ they had no obje&ion to compromife 
“ every difpute with the Bungilh family ; 

“ but, 
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'* but, that they could by no means think 
“ of involving themfelves in a new quar- 
“ rel with the united forces of the Empe- 
“ ror, the J&ts, and the Mahrattas, the 
“ event of which muft, in fome refpetts, 
“ be prejudicial to them, and might prove 

“ totally runious to their interefts.”- 

As a laffc refource, the old Begum waited on 
.Sydoola Khan, and ufing every artful inii- 
nuation that could flatter his vanity or in¬ 
flame his ambition, at length perfuaded 
him to take a part in Ahmed’s quarrel with 
the Vizier, notwithstanding the Srong re- 
monftrances of the guardians and other 
ancient chiefs he accordingly prepared 
to join Ahmed, accompanied only by Fut- 
teeKhan and his troops, as Hafiz Rahmut 
and Doondee Khan fo entirely difapproved 
of this rafh proceeding, that they pofttively 
refufed to take any part in it. 

The Rohillas do not appear, on this oc- 
cafion, to have a£ted with much lyftema- 
tick prudence.—By permitting a fait of 
their forces to join Ahmed Khan they drew 

upon 
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upon themfeives the refentment of * 
power which, if fuccefsful in the firft in¬ 
flan ce, they would not be able to with* 
ftand;—or, by filtering a narrow and 
feififh policy to outweigh every more re¬ 
mote confederation, they, in the wilful 
facrifice of a natural ally, laid the founda¬ 
tion of their own misfortunes. 

Whilft thefe tranfaftions took place in 
Rohilcund, Ahmed Khan, in the mean 
time, finding himfelf utterly unable to at¬ 
tempt any oppofition again ft the prodigious 
force of the Vizier, evacuated Ferrocha- 
bad, and crofling the Ganges at Futty 
Ghur, deftroyed the boats upon that river 
for many miles, and joined Sydoola Khan 
at Amraopore.—The whole Afgan force, 
when united, did not much exceed fifteep 
thoufand men. 

Sefdar Jung, when he arrived at Fer- 
rochabad, finding that place defbjate^ im¬ 
mediately difpatched a body of jMahratta 
1 horfe 



|C>8 HISTtORY OF THE 

Ijorfe tafeize the boats at Ramgaut, about 
feveaty miles higher up the river. 

It would appear that the allied army of 
the Afgans was not properly difpofed, or 
that the commanders were not fufficiently 
active in defending the paflages of the ri¬ 
ver, which Sefdar Jung, in a few days, 
crofled at the above place, with little oppo- 
fition. This neceflarily obliged the Af¬ 
gans, who had before advanced to the fouth- 
ward, to fall haflily back in order to co¬ 
ver Rohilcuud. Sefdar Jung halted for 
Jome days at Affidpore, near the fords, 
and from thence wrote to Sydoola Khan 
and Futtee Khan, requiring them imme¬ 
diately to forfake the Bungilh chief, and 
repair to the royal flandard.—He alfo dis¬ 
patched Firmans in the name of the Empe¬ 
ror, to the other Rohilla chiefs, demand-; 
ing the Mogul government’s proportion of 
the revenues for the laft three years, which 
they had never rendered any account of. 

The guardians now felt the fatal effects 

of 
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of that equivocal and indecilive mode of 
conduct which they had adopted, in fuf- 
fering one of their body to engage in this 
difpute. They found themfelves involved, 
and they mull either take an attive part, 
and openly rebel again It the acknowledged 
authority of their fovereign, or fubmit to 
fuch terms as might be impofed upon 
them. It may readily be conceived that 
they adopted the former alternative in- 

Itead, therefore, of returning any direct 
anfvver to the aforefaid demand, they pro- 
pofed to join the other confederate Afgans 
Avith their forces, in order to oppofe tho 
Vizier ;—but before this junction could be 
effected, Sefdar Jung, aware of their in¬ 
tentions, marched dire&ly to attack Ahmed 
Khan and his allies, who fell back at his 
approach, wilhing to avoid an attion until 
they Ihould be reinforced ; but the impe¬ 
rial forces Hill continuing to prefs upon 
theirf, a battle enfued in the neighbour¬ 
hood of Iflamnagurr, fourteen miles from 
Biflbolee, in which the Afgans, from the 

I 2 irrcliftable 

, » 
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irreSAable fuperiority of the enemy, were 
ioon totally rputed and difperfed. 

An uniyerfal panick immediately fpread 
among all the Afgans throughout the Ro- 
hilla territories.—Theguardians carried off 
Allee Mahummed’s children to Owlah, 
and finding no fafety there, fled with their 
families and treafure to a ftrong poft in the 
Cummow hills, a fhort diftance above Loll- 
d6ng.—Here they intrepched themfelves, 
and rendered their fituation impregnable 
againft any fudden attack; which they were 
allowed abundant leifure to accpmplifh by 
the ^accountable dilatorinefs of their ene- 
mies, who, inftead of profecuting their 
blow with vigour, halted near the field of 
battle fcveral days, and afterwards ad¬ 
vanced towards the hills by very eafy 
marches.——At length, when the impe¬ 
rial troops arrived before the poft which 
fhe Rohillas occupied, Sefdar Jung, judge- 
ing it extremely hazardous to attempt an 
attack, refolved to form a fort of blockade, 
ip hopes of reducing them by famine; and 

when 
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when his heavy artillery .arrived (which 
had been delayed in their approach by the 
thicknefs of the woods and the haduefs of 
the roads) he commenced a cannonade 
again# the Rohilla works, but with littlS 
«fFe£. The A fgans, during thple operations* 
made many tallies, and fome with confi¬ 
de rable fuccefs : they alfo found means to 
be fupplied with provisions from the hills 
in their rear Sufficient to fubfift them for 
lome months;—but they became fickly 
from the unhealthfulnefs of the place in 
which they were pent up, and muft loon 
have been reduced, had not the intrigues 
of the court, and the oiiftrudtions Sefdftr 
Jung met with in his own army, contri¬ 
buted to their deliverance* 

Whilft the Vizier was profecuting his 
operations againft the Rohillas, advices 
were received from Delhi that Ahmed Ab» 
dallec,. having repulfed the royal forces, was 
Inarching againft that place with a large 
army; determined, as was fuppofed, to 
depofe Ahmed Shah, and eltablifh himfclf 
I 3 upon 
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upon the imperial throne. The Emperor; 
a r the fame time, wrote to the Vizier with 
his own hand, requiring him in the moft 
prefling terms to return directly to court; 
. and he moreover found himfelf greatly em- 
barraffed by the clamours of his allies, the 
Jdts and Mahrattas r who were already 
weary of the tedious fervice in which he 
had engaged them, and which was fo ill 
fuitcd to their ideas and habits of warfare; 
—a fevere licknefs, alfo, began to rage 
in his camp. In the perplexity occa- 
fioned by all thefe untoward circumftances, 
Sefdar Jung’found himfelf, unwillingly, 
conftrained to accede to the offer propofed 
to him by the Rohillas ; and he agreed to 
grant them a peace, on the (lender foundation 
of their delivering him bonds to the amount 
of fifty lacks of rupees, tobedifchargedoutof 
the enfuing colleftions of the country; 
with a promife of paying every year in fu¬ 
ture, a peijbkujh, or quit-rent, of five lacks 
to the Emperor, of whom they folemnly 
profeffed to hold their territories in fealty. 
The b<r*ds, the obligations of which the 

Rohillas 
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Rohillas had not the moft diftant idea of 
ever fulfilling, were delivered by Sefdar 
Jung to the Mahratta commander, Mulhar 
Row, as a fecurity for a part of the fubfidy 
ftill remaining due to him* ; and, on the 
before-mentioned terms, the Afgans were 
reinftated in all their former poffeflions, 
and affairs in Rohilcund once more bore the 
appearance of tranquillity+. 

The circumftance which had fo fudden- 
ly recalled the Vizier to Delhi, proved to 
be only a falfs alarm. 

Ahmed Abdallee had pafled the Je~ 
ndub J, and laid the country to the eaft- 


* It may not here be improper to reitiark that this 
event, however remotely, may be confidered as the ori¬ 
gin of all the fubfequent revolutions in Rohilcund; 
being the foundation of the Mahratta claims in that 
quarter. 

*|* A. H. 1164.—A. C. 1753. 

+ One of the five rivers which, watering the terri¬ 
tory of Punjab, fall into the India in the province of 
Mtultan , 

I 4 


ward 
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ward of that river under contribution /— 
but it does not appear that he had 
any farther intentions at that time? as, 
on the approach of a part of the Mo¬ 
gul army under Meer Munnoo, he again 
retreated towards Candahar, without of¬ 
fering to come to aftion. This defultory 
expedition, however, afforded an opportu¬ 
nity to fomeof the Afgan Amras at court, 
who favoured the caufe of the Rohillas, 
and hated the Vizier, to impede the opera¬ 
tions of the latter, by greatly exaggerating 
the danger of the empire from the incur- 
fions of the Abd&Uees; and the Emperor, 
as we have fcen, weakly entered into the 
views of thefe nobles, in prefling him to 
return. Thus was lofl: the only opportu¬ 
nity that perhaps fhould ever occur, of to¬ 
tally fubvcrting the power of the rebellious 
Afgans, and reducing thefe provinces to 
complete fubjedtion. 

It was on thisincurfion that Ahmed Ab- 
d&llce, in order to attach the Rohillas to 
his interefl, releafed Abdoola Khan and 

Fyzoola 
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Fyztxdi 1 KhiOy the ions of Alice Mzhutn- 
caedf and loading diem with p relents, per¬ 
mitted them to depart for Lahore, where 
they were met by fome Rohilla 00 d- 

crs, who conduced them to Kuttdber. - 

The A b dal lee, at the fame time, wrote let¬ 
ters to Hafiz Rahmut and the other chiefs, 
flrongly recommending a ftridfc attention to 
the will of Allee Mahummed, and requir¬ 
ing them to receive and acknowledge thefe 
young men and their brothers as his proper 
heirs, and to eftablifh them forthwith in 
their inheritance. 

On the approach of the brothers, they 
were met at Banghaut upon the Ganges, 
by the guardians, who received them with 
every poffible mark of diftin&ion and re- 
fpe£t, and accompanied them to Oulah, 
where their four younger brothers at this 
period refided. 

Here the fons of Allee Mahummed 
lived together a fhort time with great cor¬ 
diality aud fatisfa&ion; but fome trifling 

' difputcs 
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difputes arifing from fo many of them 
refiding in the fame place, where each was 
attended by a numerous train of dependants, 
whofe frequent fquabbles gave occafion for 
continual altercation, it was judged expe¬ 
dient by the guardians to feparate them ; 
and, in a general council of the chiefs held 
upon the occafion, it was determined to 
effect this by inverting them with their in¬ 
heritance. 

Even in this firrt execution of their 
truft, however, the guardians deviated con- 
fiderabl y from the will of Allee Mahum- 
med inftead of putting his foils into pof- 
feffion of the refpe&ive portions of in¬ 
heritance therein fpecified, an equal parti¬ 
tion was made of all his acquifitions and 
ufurpations into three parts, each valued at 
thirteen lacks annual produce, which were 
allotted to the three eldeft brothers refpeft- 
ively; and the three youngeft were feve- 
rally provided for as coheirs with the 
others. 

By this arrangement, Abdoola Khan 

an cl 
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and Murtooza Khan got Owlah, and the 
countries to the northward; Fyzoola Khan 
and Mahummed Yar, Barellee; and Sy- 
doolaKhan and Allah-Yar Khan, Morada- 
bad ;—and a treaty of perpetual friendlhip 
and alliance being executed by the brothers, 
Sydoola Khan proceeded to take pofieflion 
of his government at Moradabad, and Ab- 
doola Khan and Fyzoola Khan remained at 
Owlah. 

But, however anxious the guardians 
might appear to eftablilh and fecure the in- 
terefls of their wards by the above parti¬ 
tion, it is certain they by no means de- 
figned that it fhould be a lofting one. If the 
brothers continued upon terms of mutual 
amity and good underflanding with each 
other, as they mull foon ‘arrive at matu¬ 
rity, the confequence and power of the 
guardians and other minifters throughout 
the country would ceafe of courfe. Under 
this apprehenfion, and adluated by an ambi¬ 
tion which overlooks every obftacle, and 
overleaps every bound of honour and virtue. 
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they determined to adopt fuch meafures as 
mud effectually overfet the intentions of 
Ailee Mahummed, and leave the manage¬ 
ment of the government at all times en¬ 
tirely in their own power.—To obtain this 
end, nothing appeared lo well calculated as 
fowing the feeds of difieufion and diftruft 
among the family of Allee Madummed: 
as foon, therefore, as Fyzoola Khan and 
his brother were fettled at Owlah, the 
creatures and emiflaries placed about them 
by the guardians begun, by the raoft art¬ 
ful infinuations, to excite a difagreement 
and jealoufy between them, refpeCting the 
claims of fome of their followers : this, at 
firft, occafioned only fome fmall bicker¬ 
ings, but thefe loon broke out into an open 
quarrel. 

A riot enfued, one morning, among 
their domelticks; it had originated in fome 
very trifling circumftances: but each of 
the brothers warmly efpoufing the caufe 
of his own fervants, and the minds of all 

being 
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being already fufficiently inflamed by the 
underhand practices of thofe employed for 
that purpofe, the difturbance foon became 
general. Both parties flew to arms,—and 
every thing bore the appearance of the 
mod: alarming infurreCtion. In the midft 
of this confution, a number of Rohillas 
found an opportunity to gratify their cuf* 
tomary avidity for pillage, by plundering 
the bazars of Owlah.—At length, night, 
and the interference of Hafiz Rahmut and 
Doondee Khan, helped to quell the uproar. 

The guardians had now a fpecious pre¬ 
text for carrying the preface to their pro¬ 
jected fcheme into execution ; and fbon 
after, accufing Abdoola Khan and his ad¬ 
herents of having been the firft aggreffors 
in the foregoing affray, they fentenced 
him to be deprived of his (hare in the go¬ 
vernment, and banifhed him to the other 

lide of the Ganges : -- thither he was 

voluntarily accompanied by his brothers, 
Allah Yar andMahummed Yar. This vio¬ 
lent meafure, however, excited fuch uni- 
yerfai difguft among the numerous retai- 
3 tiers 
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nei’s to Allee Mahummed’s family, that the 
guardians loon found themfelves conftrain- 
cd to make fome alteration in their plan ; 
—therefore, after having previoufly fuper- 
feded the feniority of Abdoola Khan by in¬ 
verting his brother Sydoola Khan with the 
oftenfible infignia of authority, they 
thought proper to recal the former, and 
fettled upon him the dirtricrts of Sehfwan, 
Oojanee and Shiddad-Naggurr, producing 
between four and five lacks annual revenue, 
and to the fecond of the above places he 
lhortly after retired, determining altogether 
to feclude himfelf from any farther con¬ 
cern in publick affairs. ■ At the fame 
time, under pretence of the youth and in¬ 
experience of Fyzoola Khan, the guardi¬ 
ans took out of his hands the management 
of thofe countries which had fallen to his 
lot in the general partition, and fettled 
upon him a fmall dirtritft of five lacks, in¬ 
cluding the Purgunnas of Rampore, Shaw- 
bad and Chatcheet ; and Fyzoola Khan 
foon after repaired to the city of Rampore, 
which place has from that period been his 
principal refidence. 


Having 
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Having thus removed the chief obftacies 
to their views, the guardians proceeded, 
without farther referve, to the completion 
of them, and made the real partition of 
the Rohilla dominion among themfelves, 
which they had intended frotp the time of 
Allee Mahummed’s death. 

By this new fettlement, Hafiz Rahmut 
got the diftri&s of Barelleeand Peeleabete; 
Moradabad fell to the /hare of Doondy 
Khan, together with the country extend¬ 
ing from thence to the city of Bifloolee ; 
—and the diltridts of dw'lah, Budavon, 
Ovvfte, Koot and Ah rat were equally di¬ 
vided between Sirdar Khan, the Buxy, and 
Futtee Khan, the Khanfaman; an acquifi- 
tion which was fufficient to detach them 
from the interefts of the heirs of their for¬ 
mer mafter. As no territory was fettled 
upon Sydoola Khan, whom the guardians, 
to ferve their own purpofes, ftill continued 
to fupport in the Ration to which they had 
raifed him, a provifion was made for him 
by a penfion of eight lacks per annum, of 

which 
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which two were furnifhed by the Khanfa- 
man, three by Hafiz Rahmut, and three 
by Doondee Khan* No attention what¬ 
ever was paid to three younger fons of Al¬ 
ice Mahummed in this adjuflment, and 
they were left either to ftarve, or refpec- 
tively to depend upon their brothers, ac¬ 
cording to the firft fettlement.—“ Thus” 
(to ufe the emphatick expreffions of the 
Rohilla hiftorian)—“ giving their honour 
** to the winds, and fufFering the tide of 
“ avarice and ambition to fweep away the 
“ dying injunctions of their benefa&or in- 
** to the ocean of oblivion;' the guardians 
“ iniquitoufly deprived the children of 
Allee Mahummed 1 of their birthright, 
a?id feized the reins of authority with 
** the hand of ingratitude !”—-But this 
revolution*, although it phanged the pro¬ 
perty, did not make any material alteration 
in the (late with refpeCt to its conftitutional 
arrangement, aqd the publick bufinefs con- 


* A. H. f i6j —A. D. 1754. 


tinued 
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tinned to be carried on in the fame train as 
former!/, 

Sydoola Khan, who was a young man 
of high fpirit, being exceedingly incenfed 
at the iniquitous proceedings of Hafiz 
Rabmut, and his colleagues, retired from 
Owlah in difguft. Murtooza Khan, from 
the fam« motive, went off to Secundera¬ 
bad, where he foon after died: and his 
brother, Allah Yar, was about this time 
feized with a confumption, which in a 
few weeks proved fatal to him. 

We have here related all the principal 
domeltick tranfa&ions of the Rohillas, un¬ 
til the ultimate fettlement of their internal 
fyftem:—but they had not, in tho mean 
time, remained idle fpeftators of the con¬ 
tending ftruggles of the various newly-efta- 
blifhcd powers around them; and feveral 
incidents occurred, during the period we 
have been treating of, which, in their events 
greatly tended to the increafe of their po- 
K litical 
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jpticai weight and influence) as well as to 
the extenfion of their dominion. 

Sefdar Jung, not very long after the 
fruitlefs event of his laft expedition againft 
the Rohillas, having murdered Juneid 
Khan, the favourite of the Emperor, Ah¬ 
med Shah, and committed many other 
enormities, was, by that monarch deprived 
of the Vizaret , and degraded from his 
rank ; in confequence of which he rebelled 
againft his fovereign, and even befreged 
him in his capital: but he was fruftrated 
in all his efforts, by the fuperior bravery 
and abilities of Ghazee-ad-deen Khan, 
who commanded in Delhi under the Em¬ 
peror ; and being compelled to relinquifh 
this undertaking, retired to Owde, where 
he fhortly after died, and was fucceeded in 
his dominion by his fon, Suja-al-Dowlah, 
who, however, did not obtain any royal 
deed t by which he might oftenfibly fix his 
claim to the fucceftion, until fbme time af¬ 
ter. This prince, who, whatever defedts 
of character he might labour under, was 


an 
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an artful and able politician, foreseeing the 
approaching diftrefles of the empire, totally 
withdrew himfelf for a time from all con¬ 
nections with the court, and wifely gave 
his whole attention to the regulation of the 
interior oeconomy of his government, and 
the provition of fuch means of defence as 
might Secure him from the effect of any 
change which Should happen to take place 
in the Mogul administration. 

Soon after the deceafe of Sefdar Jung, 
Ghazce-ad-dcen, who now pofi’efTed the 
whole power at court, having reafon to ap¬ 
prehend that Ahmed Shah, who equally 
dreaded and hated him, had formed a plan 
for his deftruCtion, depofed the unfortunate 
Emperor, and deprived him of his fight; 
and releafing from confinement the prince 
YSaz-ad-deen, who (with many others of 
the royal family) had pafifed the greateft 
part of his life within the walls of aprilon, 
fet him upon the throne, under the title 
ef “ Allumgeer the Second 1 ” 
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Suja-al-Dowlah had ever dreaded the 
abilities and growing power of Ghazee-ad- 
deen, whofe principles he knew to be as 
flagitious as his ambition was unbounded. 
This tail bold meafure had left all the re¬ 
maining force and riches of the empire at 
that miuiftcr’s difpofal; and he had lately 
made fome overtures to an alliance with 
Ahmed Khan Buugifh (who on the capi¬ 
tulation of the Rohillas to S.efdar Jung 
had been fuffered to return to Ferrochabad, 
and to re-eftablifh himfelf there) by flat¬ 
tering him with a promife of appointing 
him to tjie office of Meer Buxy, or pay- 
mafter of the empire, evidently with a 
view to procure his afliftance in a plan 
which Ghazee-ad-deen had at this time 
formed for the conqueft of Oude, as a fief of 
the Mogul empire, the grant of which had 
ceafed 9a the death of the former Subadar. 

Suja-al-Dowlah was not a little difcon- 
certed upon the difcovery of the minifler’s 
defigns ; and as he was willing to embrace 
every poffible means of flrengthening him¬ 
felf 
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felf againft the approaching digger, he 
difpatched ambafladors with confiderable 
prefents to the Rohilla chiefs, and wrote 
a letter to young Sydoola Khaft, (whole 
elder brothers hid not , as yet, been libera¬ 
ted by Ahmed Adallee) requeuing his 
friendfhip, and reprefendng how much the 
common intereft of all independent ftatef 
was concerned in withftanding the prefent 
intentions of the minifter. 

The chiefs, on the receipt of the Suba- 
dslr of Oude’s letters, did not long delibe¬ 
rate on what part they fhould aft.—They 
well knew that, in the event of the fubju- 
gation of Suja-al-Dowlah, their own over¬ 
throw would be a certain confequence; as 
they had already incurred the penalties of 
difobedience and breach of faith by neg- 
lefting to fulfil any one of the articles of 
their late capitulation; and, in cafe of 
being attacked by Ghazee-ad-deen, had no¬ 
thing to hope for from the faftions at court, 
which had formerly impeded the operations 
of Sefdar Jung. They therefore returned a 
K 3 favourable 
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favourable anfwer, and, within a few 
weeks, entered into a formal treaty of alli¬ 
ance with Suja-al-Dowlah ; each party 
mutually engaging to fupport the other 
againft all enemies. 

Mean time, Ghazee-ad-deen having ef¬ 
fected his treaty with Ahmed Khan Bun- 
gifh, arrived at Ferrochabad with a confi- 
derable army; and was there joined by that 
chief with a body of twenty thoufand Pa- 
tins.—From hence he marched to Mindy- 
Ghaut, and conftru&ing a bridge of boats 
upon the Ganges, advanced to Goojer-poor, 
on the eaftern fide of the river, and dif- 
patched a meflage to Suja-al-Dowlah, de¬ 
manding in the Emperor’s name, the im¬ 
mediate ceflion of the country; and re¬ 
quiring him forthwith to deliver up the 
treafure and jewels of his deceafed father, 
forfeited by his difobedience and rebellion. 
To this peremptory meflage the Nabob re¬ 
turned an evafive anfwer, and opened a ne- 
gociation with Gbazee-ad-deeii, merely 
with a view to create delay: he had, in 

the 
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the Interim, repeatedly difpatched expreffes 
to the RohilLas, informing them of the 
imminent danger in which he flood. -— 

At length, the chiefs collecting the whole 
of their forces, proceeded to his relief. 

As the Rohilla army amounted to up¬ 
wards of thirty thoufand men, Ghazee-ad-' 
deen judged it prudent to endeavour to draw 
them off from their connection with the 
Subadar ; and for this purpose he caufed a 
Firman , under the royal feal, to be directed 
to Sydoola Khan, “ requiring the affiflanee 
“ of the Afgans againft the rebellious Ion 
“ of the traitor, Sefdar Jung.”—The Ro- 
hillas, however, underftood their own in- 
terift too well to join in the views of the 
minifter, as they were fully aware of the 
depth of his policy and the bolduels and 
extent of his defigns, and knew that the 
inevitable confequence of Suja-al Dow- 
lah’s defeat muft be their own extirpation 
from their affumed dominion in Kuttiher. 
—They therefore adhered firmly to the 
caufe of their ally, infilled on the royal 
K 4 forces 
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forces immediately evacuating his territo¬ 
ries, gad took pod in fuch a Gtuation that 
Ghazee-ad-deen could not have attempted 
to advance without rilking an engagement; 
and apprehending that his army would by- 
no means be an equal match for the united 
forces of his opponents, the miniller agreed 
to compromife the bufinefs with Suja-al- 
DowLah for the fmall fum of five lacks of 
rupees, and an obligation to pay to the 
Emperor an annual tribute to the fame 
amount in future ; and the calh being paid, 
and the proper bonds executed by the Na* 
bob, and guaranteed by the counter-figna- 
turd of Sydoola Khan in the name of the 
Rohilla Hates, the royal forces returned to¬ 
wards Delhi; and the Rohillas marched 
back to their own country. 

It was about this period that Ahmed*Ab- 
d&llee releafed the two eldeft fons of Alice 
Mahummed, as before mentioned. 

The northern provinces of HindoHan had 
already fullered much from the iuteftine 

broil s 
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broils of their rulers, when a new and 
more dedrudive convulfion took place, 
which foon reduced many of them to A 
ft ate of general defolation. 

Soon after the Rohillas had returned from 
Oude, the Mahrattos , encouraged by the 
debility of the court, and the prefent dif- 
cordant flate of all the MufTulman powers, 
invaded the DoAb with a confiderable army, 
and fpread their ravages over the whole 
country between the Ganges and the Jum¬ 
na, until they reached the territories of 
Nijeeb-al-Dowlah, of whom it may be 
here neceffary to give fome account. 

This extraordinary man was an Afgan of 
the Kummcr-Khail tribe, who had, in his 
early youth, come from the mountains of 
Candahar, to feek his fortune under his un¬ 
cle, Bilharet Khan. With him he followed 
the ftandard of Allee Mahummed, and the 
uncle dying, fucceeded to his command Wi¬ 
der that adventurer.—Allee Mahummed, 
A® his final eftablifhment in Rohilcund, 

had 
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had rewarded his fervices with a grant of 
a fmall diftridt which forms the northern 
part of that province. 

After Allee Mahummed’s death, Nijeeb- 
al-Dowlah ftill remained firmly attached 
to the iuterefts of the Rohillas; and in 
their laft war with Sefdar Jung, when 
they took refuge in the hills, he remarka¬ 
bly fignalized himfelf in their defence; and 
on feveral occafions, by his valour and 
good conduit, greatly retarded the ap¬ 
proaches of the enemy; in conlequence of 
which, when affairs were fettled, he had 
fome additions made to his diltridts; and 
Doondy Khan bellowed upon him hiseldeft 
daughter in marriage.—Thus flrengthened 
and connedted, he was joined by a multi- 
tude of Afgan freebooters, and by' their 
means pofleffed himfelf of all that valua¬ 
ble trad! of country firetching weflward 
from the Ganges to the diftridt of Siharen- 
porc, along the foot of the hills, and fouth- 
ward almoft to the gates of Delhi; and as, 
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la the prefen t diflra&ions of the empire* 
there were no immediate claimants to dif- 
pute bis right, he foon eftablifhed himfelf 
in this quarter. From hence he repaired 
to court, where all ranks and orders of fo- 
ciety feeuied to be confounded, and every 
individual, however infamous, was at li¬ 
berty to raifc himfelf to diftin&ion by the 
force of his abilities, or the power of his 
arm.—Here he conduced himfelf with 
fuch addrefs as foon ingratiated him with 
fome of the leading men, and Ghazee-ad- 
deen, confcious of his inability to difpofefs 
him of the country he had feized, and in 
hopes of rendering him fubfervient to his 
future views, obtained for him from Ah¬ 
med Shah a royal grant of all thofe terri¬ 
tories : thus he foon grew into great con- 
ftquence, and afterwards became a power¬ 
ful fupporter of the Rohilla interefts. 

On the approach of the Mahrattas, as 
already related, Nijeeb-al-Dowlah col¬ 
lected 
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his forces together, in ordet to 6p* 
pole thefe powerful invaders; but, after 
feme Ikirmifhes, finding he was unable to 
withftand them in the open field, he threw 
hhnfelf, with the greatefl part of his 
forces, into fome ftrong entrenchments at 
Stoker-Tdll upon the weftern bank of 
the Ganges, and wrote to his friends at 
Kuttiherfor afiifiance; in confequence of 
which the chiefs immediately difpatched 
Baxy Sirdy Khan with his forces to Ni- 
jeeb-al-Dowlah’s aid, and wrote to Suja- 
al-Dowlah,- requiring of hirft, in the prtffent 
exigency, a return of thofe good offices 
which they had rendered him fome months 
ago; in conformity to which, the Suba- 
dir collected together fome of his troops, 
and advanced by rapid marches towards 
the fcene of action. 

In the mean time, a body of Mahrattas 
trolled the Ganges at a ford near Hirdewar y 
and laid wafte all the portion of Nijeeb-al- 
Dowlah’s country which was fituated to 
the eaftward of that river; continually 

eluding. 
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eluding, by the rapidity of their movements, 
every attempt of the Rohillas to bring them 
to adtion ; but on the approach of Suja*al- 
Dowlah, they thought it mod advifeable to 
retreat. On the jundUon of the Subad&r of 
Owde with the Afgans, the whole prepared 
to pafs the Ganges and attack the Mahrat- 
tas in the Doab ; but, on receiving intelli¬ 
gence of this defign, the latter railed the 
blockade by which they had hitherto con¬ 
fined Nijeeb-al-Dowlah within his in- 
trenchments, |nd having plundered all the 

opfe*countryV retired towards Agra. —. — 

Tf'he Rohillas ftill remained in the field; 
but Suja-al-Dowlah, on the Mahrattas 
going off, returned to Oude. 

It was at this period that Ahmed Abdal- 
lee diredted his attention a fecond time to- 
Wards Hindoftan. 

He had long been checked in his defigns 
upon this fide by Meer Munnoo, who with 
great valour and good condudl protedled 
for a time the fluttered remains of the em¬ 
pire 
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pire towards the Punjdb. —Unfortunately, 
this gallant general was killed by an acci¬ 
dent: and the royal army were fo difpirited 
by this event, and fell into fuch diforder 
from the want of a proper leader, that 
Ahmed Abdallee with eafe eftabliffied him- 
felf in all the province of Lahore, took 
that city with little oppofition, and obliged 
the Mogul forces to fall back to Sirhind. 

It would be difficult to paint a more dif- 
trefsful fcene than what the court at Del¬ 
hi at this time exhibited. Allumgeer If. 
the wretched reprefentative of the houfeof 
Timur, found himfelf furroutided by the 
fa&ions of contending nobles, who, utterly 
devoid of every fentiment of loyalty and at¬ 
tachment, fupported him in the nominal 
afi'umptions of regal dignity, merely with 
a view to render him lubfervient to their 
fchemes of ambition ; and were ready at 
any time to take him otT by the bowl or 
the dagger, when it ffiould fuit their pur- 
pofe. 


Soon 
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Soon after the death of Mecr Munnoo, 
this unhappy prince privately invited Ah¬ 
med Abdallee to Delhi, and befought his 
prote&ion again ft his own fervants. 

The Candahar prince had reafons 
fufficient to induce him to comply readily 
with this requelt. He therefore marched 
from J^ahore with an army of feventy 
thoufand Durdnees; and whilft upon his 
march, he wrote to the fons of Allee Ma- 
hummed (whom he had lately fet free) 
and to the other Rohilla chiefs, requiring 
their affiftance in fettling the affairs of the 
empire ; and promiling them fuch rewards 
as, by their means in forwarding his mea- 
fures, he might be enabled to bellow upon 
them.—He wrote to the fame effedl to Ni- 
jeeb-al-Dowlab ; that chief, however, was 
conftrained from political motives to dif- 
femble, as he held a high office under 
Ghazee-ad-deen ; and the minifter having 
relolved to march again ft the Durdnees , 
Nijeeb-al-Dowlah joined him, for the pre- 
fent, with his troops ; but fecretly pledged 

himfelf 
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hirafclf to the King (whofe. ible defire was 
fp overthrow Ghazee-ad-deen) that he 
would go ever to Ahmed Abdallee on the 
very firft opportunity ; and he even gave 
that prince private intimation of his defign. 
The chiefs in Rohilcund took.a more opeu 
and decided part in favour of Ahmed Ab- 
d&llee. On the receipt of his letters, Fy- 
zoola Khan, with two of his brothers, pro¬ 
ceeded to Sirhind, where they found the 
Candahar prince; and giving him many 
valuable prefents, aflured him of the inva¬ 
riable attachment of the Rohillas to his 
interefls. 

From Sirhind Ahmed Abdallee advanced 
towards Delhi.—Ghazcc-ad-decn attempt¬ 
ed to retard his progrefs and was pre¬ 
paring to give him battle, when he found 
himfelf luddenly del'erted by Nijeeb-al- 
Dowlah and his forces, which confti- 
tuted a chief part of his army. The miui- 
fler fqon perceived the fiiare into which he 
bad fallen ; but his abilities enabled him 
to ward off the ruin intended by it; with 

a decifive 
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in decifive promptitude* and a confidence in 
the honour of his enemy, which are fel- 
dom feen in that part of the world, he de¬ 
livered himfelf up to the Abd&llee, and 
foon found meaus to allay the relentment 
and conciliate the favour of that prince ; 
mean while, the Abd&llee marched unmO- 
lefted to Delhi, which city he entered on 
the eleventh day of September, 1757* 

He had here an interview with the Em¬ 
peror, of whom he demanded a fubfidy to 
defray the eXpence of this expedition, 
which he profefled to have been undertaken 
entirely at his inftigation. The weak mo¬ 
narch gave him authority under his fcal to 
levy acontribution upon this account, to the 
amount of a crore of rupees, on Delhi and 
the adjaceut country; and this exa&ion 
being inforced with exceeding feverity, 
fome difturbances arofe in the courfe of it, 
the confequence of which was a dreadful 
mafiacre and general pillage of the mifera- 
ble inhabitants ; and the unhappy Allum- 
geer faw the refult of the defperatt ftejp he 

I» had 
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Md purfued, in the deftrU&ion of hiscapi- 
tftl, ind the overthrow of the lall remnant 
of the Mogul greatnefs. 

It Were painful to dwell upon fuch hor¬ 
rid fcenes : fuffice it to fay that, after hav¬ 
ing permitted his foldiers for fifty-fix days 
to commit at pleafure every lawlefs out¬ 
rage, Ahmed Abd&llee reinftated Ghazee- 
ad-deen in his office, delivered the Empe¬ 
ror back inro the power of that minifter, 
who was n<?w become his implacable ene¬ 
my, and marched fouthward againft the 
Jdts, who had of late erefted a powerful 
eftablilhment in the countries ibout Agra. 

On this expedition, Ahmed Abdallee 
was accompanied by Hafiz Rahmut with a 
large body of Rohillas. 

Agra was ftill held in the Emperor’s 
name.—Fazil KHan, the governor, ffiut 
his gates, and refufed the Canaahar prince 
•admittance, upon which he befieged it in 
fbrqi; but-the inhabitants, warned by the 
i recent 
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decent fate of Delhi, To well feconded the 
bravery of their governor, that Aheodfl 
Abdallee, after lying before the place for 
fix weeks, found it advifeable to raife the 
fiege. He next attacked the Jilts, and 
having taken many of their ftrong holds, 
(which he put into the pofiefiion of the 
Rohilla chiefs,) and plundered all the open 
country round Agra, on the approach of 
the rainy feafon, he retired into canton¬ 
ments at Anaplheer, in June, 1758. 

During his ftay at this place, Ahmed 
Abdallee, into whofe hands the preceding 
events had thrown the whole power of the 
ftate, took upon him, under pretence of 
regulating the affairs of the Mogul govern¬ 
ment, to give away provinces and depofe 
or fet up rulers at pleafure : and as the 
Rohillas had fo entirely coincided in all his 
meafures, he divided among them the di- 
ftri&s which he had lately overrun in the 
Dodb: to Nijeeb-al-Dowlah he allotted 
the Jagheer of Secundna; to Fyzoola Khan, 
Shikohabid ; and to Sydoola Khan, Jella- 
L 2 fer 
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fee and Fyrozcabad : and upon Hafir Rab- 
tout and Dooudy Khan he bellowed'th« 
government of Etdwa, comprehending sdl 
the territory between Agra and Kulpee. 
It is to be obferved, however, that the 
greateft part of this diftribution was, for 
the prefent at leaft, merely nominal; the 
Rohillas being as yet in no condition to 
avail themfelves of it to any great extent- 

On the breaking up of the rains, Ah¬ 
med Abdallee proceeded to Delhi, and in¬ 
tended to have fpent a few weeks in the 
neighbourhood of that place ; but having 
received, about this time, fome difagreeable 
intelligence from his own country, he let 
offfuddcnly for that quarter. 

The unfortunate Emperor was now en¬ 
tirely in the power of his implacable mini- 
ftcr : Nijceb-al-Dowlah, in whom alone 
he could place any confidence, was bulled 
‘n fecuring the diftri&s which had been 
put in his pofleflion by Ahmed Abdfdlee ; 
md Ghazce-ad-deen, no longer feeling any 

check 



ROH ILL A AFOANS. J43 

check from the CandahAr prince, behaved' 
with the; ulmoft cruelty to AUumgeer 
Shah, confined him within certain apart¬ 
ments of his palace, made ufe of his name 
a&<an, authority for the commiffion of every 
enormity t , and even endeavoured to fecure 
the pecion of the prince, Allee Gohar*, 
who with difficulty efcaped from him. 

At length the unhappy Allumgeer found 
an opportunity to write to Ahmed Abdil- 
lee an account of his fituation, and once 
more applied to him for relief, to which 
the.Candahar prince returned a favourable 
reply, promifing to fettle His own affairs, 
and proceed to Delhi with all poflible ex¬ 
pedition, and threatening Ghazee-ad-deen 
with the fevereft punifhment. By fome 
mifmanagement this letter fell into the 
minifter’s hands, and he, in revenge of the 
Emperor’s appeal to the Abdillee, had 
him affaffinated. 

, As the prince, Allee Gohar, who was 
the next heir to the throne, had fled from 
L 3 the 


* The prefent Emperor. 
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the machinations of the miniftcr , and at the 
period of his father’s murder, was wan¬ 
dering through the pountry, and applying 
to different princes for protection and relief, 
the empire wa$ for fome time without any 
acknowledged head, and the reign of the 
houfe of Timur feemed to be an end. 

The Mahrattas had retired to their own 
country, as before related, and were pre¬ 
vented from undertaking any thing to the 
northward again, during the flay of Ah¬ 
med Abdallee-;—and it was at this junc¬ 
ture that they were induced, from the de¬ 
ranged poflure of affairs, and the univerfal 
anarchy which feemed to prevail in every 
department of the Mogul fhte, to attempt 
overturning the Mahommedan, and tfta- 
blifhing the ancient Hindoo government. 

With this view, Bala Row, the Peifh- 
wa, levied an immenfe army, the com¬ 
mand of which he dtfigued for his bro¬ 
ther, Ragonet Row but a difpute arif- 
ing between them concerning the provifion 

of 
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of the ncceffhry fupplies, Ragonet Row 
refufed to undertake the management of 
the expedition, which was, ofeonfequencc, 
committed to Mahdo Sidda Shed, com¬ 
monly called the Bhao, the fon of Chim- 
na Jee Apa. As the Peifhwa abfolutely re* 
fuled to part with any money for the fup- 
port of the army to be employed in this 
undertaking,declaring “ thataMuhratta ar- 
“ my ought always to be able to fubfift itfelf 
“ by plunder,” Sidda Shed firft turned his 
arms againft the Nizam, who being totally 
unprepared for any contention with fuch a 
prodigious force, was obliged to pay him 
down a confiderable fum, and to render up, 
by treaty, the countries of Burhan-pore 
and Malava. Sidda Sheo immediately 
laid thefe countries under contribution, 
and then marched northward, fuppofing 
that the Muflulman powers, from their 
intelline divifions, would become an eafy 
prey to fo great a force *. 

L 4 The 

* The particulars"©^ the Mahratta tranfa&ions at 
Delhi and el few here, previous to the battle of Paney-> 

put, 
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The time which oc- 

cupied in the fbregpjng preparations, gave 
the Mahommedans full opportunity for 
taking the necefiary meafuresrto avert the* 
danger which threatened “ the faith" ; and 
they, for a time, forgot their mutual ani- 
mofities, and zealoufly united in this com¬ 
mon caufe. 

Ahmed AbdAUee, in purfuance of his 
promife to the Emperor Allumgeer, had 
returned to Gungapore, near Sirhind, where 
he was joined by Nijeeh-al-Dpwlah, and 
his friends the Rohilla chiefs, with a large 
body of Afgans; and he was foon after re¬ 
inforced by the arrival of Suja-al-Dow- 
lah and Ahmed Khan Bungilh. 

The circumftancej of this junaion, and 
the fubfequeut defeat of the Mahrattas, 
are already well known —The Mahrattas, 


put, although llightly touched upon by the Rohilla 
hiftorian, are here omitted, as irrelevant to our princi¬ 
pal objetfU 


contrary 
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contrary to their ufual rule of cor.duft in 
the field, inftead of carrying on the cam¬ 
paign in that predatory kind of war, to 
which their numerous bodies of horfe are 
beft adapted, fuflered themfelves to be 
drawn into a fituation, from whence they 
could not by any means be extricated with¬ 
out coming to a decifive engagement. Af¬ 
ter fome difputes among their chiefs con¬ 
cerning their future operations, they in¬ 
trenched themfelves in the neighbourhood 
of Paneyput-Kurnall.—This was the very 
point at which Ahmed Abd&llee (whoa&ed 
as generaliflimo of the united army of the 
Muffulmans) had aimed.—-The Hindoos 
were furrounded by the Muffulman armies 
on every fide : their Supplies were all cut : 
off, and their foraging parties deftroyed ; 
fo that they were (oon reduced to the ut- 
moftdiftrefs.—To add' to their perplexity, 
they were deferted by Sooraj Mull, who' 
hadfhangly difapproved of their intrench¬ 
ing, ^nd forefeeing the probable confc- 
queppe^ with amnJidelity which feems to 
to be a marking chara&eriftick of all the 

Indian 
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Indian powers, opened a lee ret negotiation 
with Ahmed Abdallee ; and, by the con¬ 
trivance of theMuffulman commander, an 
attack being directed again A adiftant quar¬ 
ter of the Mahratta camp, in the midft of 
a very dark night, the above chief found 
an opportunity, whilft the attention of his 
allies was engaged by this manoeuvre, to 
quit his lines unperceived ; and pafling 
through the Mahommedan army, went off 
towards Agra, with many thoufands of the 
JS.ts, whom the Mahrattas had perfuaded 
or compelled to join them. The attack of 
the Mufl'ulmans having fuliy anfwered the 
only purpofeintended by it, Ahmed Abdallee 
fent orders to the aflailants to return into 
their own lines. The necefl'ary confe- 
quence of this order was a retreat, which 
the Hindoos attributing to a wrong mo¬ 
tive, they were filled with fuch a confi¬ 
dence in their own p rowel's as determined 
them (independent of the prefent di- 
ftrefs of their fituation) to march out of 
their intrenchments the next day, and at¬ 
tack their enemies.—This brought on the 

battle 
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battle of Parity put % one of the mod jr 
engagements which has occurred in modem 
times. 

The plain on which this a&ion wa» 
fought had been celebrated among the 
H indoos for fome lignal victories gained 
upon it by their anceftors over the barba- 
riansof the north ; and the flake to be now 
contended for was of theutmoft magnitude 
to both fides, including in it nothing lefs 
than die ultimate fate of two rival powers, 
and the decided fuperiority or the eventual 
extirpationof theMuflulmans inHindoftan. 

The idea of this being fortunate ground , 
and the preemption infpired by the fup- 
pofed repulle of their enemies the prece- 
ding night, filled the Hindoos, on the pre¬ 
lent occalion, with an enthufiafm approach* 
iugto madnefs. They rufhed out of their 
ntrenchments without any regular order, 
and where repuli'ed by tbe Mahommedans 
with prodigious lofs. The defection of 
.he Juts was not yet certainly known 

among 
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them, when a large column of 
faerie, fed by the RohUla commanders, 
poured down upon them under cover of a 
cloud of duft, and forming on the ground 
which the J 4 ts had occupied, feparated 
the Mahratta army into two parts; whilft 
a body of fix thoufand Durinnees, who 
had been detached by Ahmed Abd&llee as 
foon as he difcovered their intention to en¬ 
gage, having made a rapid circuit of l'ome 
miles, appeared in the rear of their right 
wing. This decided the fate of the day. 
The Mahratta right wing being nearly fur- 
rounded, was entirely cut to pieces ; and 
their left, after many defperate efforts, 
having loft fevcral of their principal lead¬ 
ers, at length gave way, and a total route 
enfued. The Muffulmanspurfued them up¬ 
wards of fixty miles, and in a fhort time 
totally deftroyed that army which but a 
few days before had been fo numerous and 
formidable.—It is computed that the lofs 
of the Hindoos upon this occafion amounted 
to not lcls than one hundred thoufand men, 
among whom were their general Sidda 

Shed 
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Sheo, and.VifwafsRow, the P&lhwaseMfeft 
fon ; together with the whole of their" trea- 
fure, artillery, and baggage *. 

Ahrrcd Abdallee, fhortly after this vic¬ 
tory, returned, to Delin’, where he placed 
the prince Jewan Bukht, the eldeft ion of 
the heir apparent, Allee Gahar, upon the 
throne, committing the guardianship and 
Superintendence of the government under 
the young prince, until the return of his 

»- ■ ■■ » V i n urn ... 

* As the Rohilla t£xt is the onJy authority we have 
confulted in our relation of this adlion, it is not un¬ 
likely that it may contain many inaccuracies.—One 
thing muft be remarked, which is, the total omiffion^ 
in it, of the eminent part which Suja-al-Dowlah bore 
in this memorable event.-—It was certainly natural 
for the national pride of a Rohilla to aferibe to his 
own countrymen more than their due portion of me¬ 
rit, and perhaps, to detradl fiom that of Suja-al- 
Dowlah, whom a perfon of this tribe cannot be fup- 
pofed incIinetTto* reprefent in any favourable point of 
view.—It \rotoever* but jullice to obferve, that all 
ether accoorttUcdOCtiri Ln the ci rcu in (lance of Suja-al- 
Dowlah having, by 1ms bravery and a<ftivity, rendered 
the fortune of the day decihvc. 

father. 
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fktfter, into the hands of Nijeeb-al-Dow- 
tah, tyhom he raifed to the office of prime 
minifter, and the dignity of Ameer-al-Am- 
rah. The infamous Ghazee-ad-deen, ap- 
ptehenfive of being called to account by 
the Abd&Jlee for the murder of the Empe¬ 
ror Allumgeer, had fome time before with¬ 
drawn himfelf from all political concerns, 
and retired to the 'Dicart. After fettling 
affairs at Delhi in the beft manner that the 
circumftances of the time would admit, the 
Candahar prince returned towards his 
own country. 

The partition of the countries in the 
JD oaby which Ahmed Abdallee had made 
the year before, among the Afgan chiefs, 
could not fail of exciting a war between 
thofe powers and the Jats, who had been 
the former pofleflors : but as Nijeeb-al- 
Dowlah was chiefly concerned in it, and 
had now all the wealth or force which re¬ 
mained from the ruins of the empire, at 
his command, the Rohillas, with his af- 
fiftance, reprefled all their attempts to re¬ 
cover 
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cover their countries, and eftablilhed them- 
felves with every appearance of perman¬ 
ent fecurity as well here as in their origi¬ 
nal pofieflions in Kuttaher; whilft Suja-al- 
Dowlah omitted no means to improve his 
power and confirm his independence in 
the province of Oude. 

In this difpofition of things, the jarring 
intereils of Suja*al-Dowlah, the Rohillas, 
and other Mufl'ulman chiefs in thefe pro¬ 
vinces, who had totally thrown off all 
farther dependence upon the Mogul go¬ 
vernment, (which, in faft, at this time, 
cealed to exirt) and now held their domi¬ 
nions in their own right by the tenure of 
the fword, might have continued to be 
pretty well balanced, perhaps, for fome 
years ;—but, in the mean time, a power 
fprung up equally formidable and unex¬ 
pected ; the fuperior influence of which 
foon wrought a great change in the general 
political fyflem. 

The Englifh, having furmounted incre¬ 
dible 
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dibk hardlhips and difficulties in Bengal, had 
led, from motives of immediate felf-pre¬ 
servation, to takefuch fteps as ended in the 
acquifition of the complete add uncon¬ 
trolled dominion of that and all the neigh¬ 
bouring dependent provinces. The parti¬ 
culars which led to fo important a revolu¬ 
tion are foreign to this narrative: fuffice it 
to las', that on their breach with the Na¬ 
bob Mccr Coffim Alice Khan, the Brkifh 
commanders defeated and pvrfqfdhim out 
of Be bar, con lira in iug him hi fcek refuge 
in the m ighbouring province of Oude.— 
Suja-al-Dowlah was not a little alarmed 
at the rapid prog refs and unexampled 
fucoafs of thete new neighbours. —At the 
moment, however, when their good for¬ 
tune ieemed to have operated d.ecilivcly in 
their favour, he learned that a dreadful 
mutiny had broke out in the Englifh army, 
and that a general defertion threatened its 
annihilation, whilil he knew that their 
lately-acquired dominion was Hill involved 
in the confufiou and derangement incident 
to recent conquefl.— Ever watchful, as he 
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was, tbfeiz* atiy'occafion that might -offer 
for his tftvif aggrandizement, andthe-eii- 
largement of his ^dominion, he conceived 
theprefent a happy opportunity at once to 
felieVe his feat’s and gratify his ambition, 
by^ pofie fling himfelP bf the fiepgal pro¬ 
vinces-—Thefe fentiments, 'added to the 
influence and treafore of T$nS expelled Na¬ 
bob, determined' him; 'without even a 
foadow af-provocation, to make head 
againfl: the’En^Kfli. He accordingly col- 
lefted all the forces he could mufter, and 
with a (hort-fighted and heedlefs temerity 
marched towards Patna, on pretence! of 
afting under the orders of the prince Alice 
Gohar (who had fome time before throivn 
himfelf on his protection) and.refloring 
Coflim Allfee Khan to the Muflxotf of Ben¬ 
gal.—In this expedition he was joined by a 
confiderable body of Rohillas under Enait 
Khan, the fon of Hafiz Rahmut.—Being 
repulfed in the Ikirmifh of Pitchet-Peh&rcy, 
and afterwards totally defeatednt Buxar, he 
fled to Fyzabad, and hearing 1 *^ the march 
of a detachment of Englifhtfodjw -towards 
M I -lick now 
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Lucknow, he took refuge in Rohilcund, 
He was hofpitably received and entertained 
at BarelJee by Doondee Khan.—Here he 
made many attempts to procure the affift- 
ance of theRohilla chiefs againft the Eng- 
lifh ; but they, terrified by the recent fate 
of CoffinV Alice Khan, and Suja-al-Dow- 
lah’s ill fuccefs, would not venture to take 
any part in his favour : he at laft, however, 
prevailed on Hafiz. Rahmut to join him 
with a body of three thoufand Afgans, and 
being farther reinforced by a fmall army of 
Mahrattas under Mulhar Row, was encou¬ 
raged to try his fortune once more in the 
field againft the Englifh.—He advanced 
into the Dodb , and made fome attempts 
againft the troops under General Carnac, 
and was again defeated.—Hopelefs of fuc¬ 
cefs, and deferted by a great part of his 
troops, Suja-al-Dowlah at length deter¬ 
mined to throw himfelf upon the genero- 
fity of his enemies, and foon after came 
into the Britifh general’s camp. Thefe 
occurrences led to the celebrated “ treaty of 
Jillehabdd." By this treaty Suja-al-Dow- 
1 lah 
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lah was reinitiated in his original dominion 
of Oude, and every other right he enjoyed 
previous to the war, except the dominion of 
the provinces of Korali and Allehabad, 
which form the fouthern part of the DoS. 
-—Thefe diflriCts had been prefented by Ah¬ 
med Abdallee (in his general partition of 
the Dac'ib among the Afgan chiefs) to Sy- 
doolaKhan, who, being fenhble of his in¬ 
ability to fubdue or hold them, as they lay 
at a conliderable diftance from Rohilcund, 
made them over to Suja al Dowlah, and 
that prince had feized the forts of Kurra 
and Allehabad, and fome other ftrong holds 
in thefe territories, but had not yet been 
able to eftablifh himfelf in perfeft pofleflion 
of the country, when his unprovoked war 
with the Englilh drew his attention from 
every other objeCt. The prince Allee Go- 
har, whom w-e have fo often mentioned, 
on the defeat of Su ja-al-Dowlah at Buxar, 
had thrown himfelf upon the protection 
of the conquerors, and as fucceflor to his 
father, Allumgeer, had aflumed tlie title 
of Emperor, under the name of Shah du- 
M 2 lum. 
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him .—-This prince was a party in the be* 
fore-mentioned treaty.—The Englilh, by 
the fuccefs of their arms, had already ob¬ 
tained full and entire pofl'effion of the pro¬ 
vince of Bengal, and its dependencies - 
it was, however, deemed necefiary (from 
what poffible motive of reafon or policy 
we cannot take upon us to judge) to ob¬ 
tain an ojlenfible claim to the tenure of 
them, on the prefcnt occafion, by procur¬ 
ing from an impotent monarch, who 
was himfelfa fugitive and a dependant on 
the Englilh for the very crown and title 
which he had afliimed,—a commiffion to 
the Company cf the Dezvannee of the Ben¬ 
gal provinces ; and the Emperor had, in 
return, an annual penfioti or tribute* fet¬ 
tled upon him, to be paid out of the Ben¬ 
gal revenues, and was guaranteed in the 


# The writer is not informed by what appellation this 
was fpecificdin the treaty of Allehabad.—It is deno¬ 
minated in the MS, Sallecana Kizzcrana^ which may 
be rendered, “ Annual gratuity,” a general appellation 
which does not imply pajitivc right . 


pofleflion 
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pofleffion of the provinces of Korah and 
Allehabjid, where he refided for fonie time 
after. 

Although thefe tranfa&ions were not 
immediately conne&ed with the hiftory of 
the Rohiilas, yet, as they in their confe- 
quences led to events of the moft material 
importance with refpett to that tribe, it 
was neceffary to take fome particular no¬ 
tice of them here. Itisalfo proper to remark 
that about the period of which we have 
been treating, the new Emperor advanced 
Suja-al-Dowlah to the office of the Viza- 
ret, an appointment, however, which the 
prefent Rate of the fovereign rendered 
merely nominal. 

On Suja-al-Dowlah furrendering him- 
felf to the Englifh, Hafiz Rahmut and his 
followers returned to Rohilcund, and 
thither we fhall now accompany them. 

Abdoola Khan being exceedingly difguf- 
ted at the iniquitous condudt of ,his guar- 
M 3 dians, 
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dians, had retired to Oojanee, (as before 
obferved) * and there, putting on the habit 
of a Dirveijh, or Fakeer, employed him- 
felf in diftributing the whole of the in¬ 
come arifing from the lands allotted for 
his fupport, in alms to the poor; and, in 
conformity to the practice of the order of 
which he profeflcd himfelf a member, af¬ 
fected to cherifh fnakes and other noxious 
animals, by one of which he was bit in 
the arm, and almoft inftantly expired, in 
Auguft, 1761.—About three years after 
that event, Sydoola Khan, during the ab- 
fence of Hafiz Rahmut, was feized with a 
confumption, and died in 1 764 ; and only 
two of Alice Mahummed’s children now 
remained alive ; viz. Fyzoola Khan and 
Mahummed-Yar Khan, 

Theie are the only events of note which 
occurred in Rohilcund during the fpace 
of feven years; to wit, from the battle of 
Paneyput to the fecond incurfion of the 


* Page J20. 
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Mahrattas into the Doab. During this 
interval they had no enemies to interrupt 
their tranquillity from without; and, al¬ 
though the injuftice of the guardians gave 
rile to frequent jealoufies and difputcs, yet 
the vigorous ndminiftration of the chiefs 
who had ufurped the government, pre- 
ferved the country in a tolerable degree of 
internal harmony ; but we have no docu¬ 
ments from which we might enter into a 
more minute description of the domeftick 
management or political intrigues which 
occupied their attention within this period; 
as all that the Rohilla narrator remarks 
upon it is—“ The Afgan Sirdars, being freed 
“ from the vexatious interruptions of the 
“ marauders of the Deccan," (the Mahrat¬ 
tas) “ by their chaftifemcnt at Paneyput, 
“ and allaying the ferments of the difcor- 
“ dant and the fa&ious by the wifdom of 
“ their aufpicious councils, parted level* 
“ years in harmony and eafe.” 

The Mahrattas had fuffercd fo very fe- 
verely by their defeat at Paneyput, that 
M 4 foqae 
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fome years palled away before they would 
venture to do any thing of confequence 
again in the northern provinces. At length, 
having refolved to deprive the Afgans of 
thofe countries, which, by the favour of 
Ahmed Abdallee, they held in the Doab, 
Mahdo Jee Sindea, (the fuccefior of Mal- 
har Row) Toke JeeHolcar, and other chiefs, 
croffed the Jumna with a confiderable body 
of troops, in the year 1769. 

Nijeeb-al-Dowlah, who continued to 
manage affairs at Delhi in the abfence of 
the Kiug, as nominal minifter, on hearing 
this intelligence, and finding that the 
Mahrattas were in great force, made a me¬ 
rit of neceffity, and joined thefe marau¬ 
ders in their depredations againft the Juts; 
and at the fame time a negociation was 
opened through his mediation between the 
Afgan chiefs and Mahratta commanders, 
rdpe&ing the lurrender of thofe diftri&s 
in the Doab to which the latter laid claim. 
Doondce Khan, who had never much con¬ 
cerned himlelf in the care of thefe diftri&s, 


was 



was willing to come to an amicable com 
promife with the Mahrattas ; and, in a 
council of the chiefs which was held oil 
the occafion, faid ,—** I have no ability to 
“ meet the chiefs of the fouth in the 
“ doubtful ftrife of war :—if they will, 
“ from a defire of peace and amity, per- 
“ mit me to retain the diftrift of Shikko- 
habad alone, I fhall acknowledge their 
“ kindnefs; but if not, 1 (hall lift my 
“ hands from thefe pofleflion 3 altogether.’* 

-Hafiz Rahmut, who was prefent, 

and whofe pofleflions in the Doab were 
valuable and produflive, with a charac- 
teriftick boldnefs, laying his hand upon 
his fcymitar, replied,—Whilft I 
“ live, I (hall hope; nor will I fuffer 
** an ill-timed and groundlefs delpon- 
“ uence to deprive me of thofe favours 
which, with the help of God, I re- 
“ ceived from the illufirious Abdallee!** 
— On the council breaking up, Doondee 
Khan went off to his own diflriff, and 
Hafiz Rahmut and his party proceeded to 
take fuch (leps as (hewed them determined 

to 
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to oppofe the views of the Mahrattas with 
ell their might. For this purpofe they en¬ 
tered into a treaty with Ahmed Khan 
Bungilh, promifing, in lieu of his fupport, 
to cede to him fome of thofe lands which 
lay contigious to the Ferrochabad govern¬ 
ment.—To the firft overtures made on this 
bufinefs to Ahmed Khan they received a 
favourable anfwer; and relying upon the 
aid which they (hould derive from this al¬ 
liance, a confiderable body of the Rohillas 
matching down to San dee, crolled the 
Ganges at Futty Gliurr. Hafiz Rahmut, 
however, had not deliberated on this oc- 
cafion with his ufual forefight and fagacity. 
—Ahmed Khan Bungith, whole country 
lay open to the inroads of the Mahrattas, 
was fearful of expoling himfelf to their 
indignation ; and, notwithftanding his re¬ 
ply to the requisitions of the Rohillas, 
delayed, on a variety of pretexts, to take 
any decided part againft them ; and many 
of the Rohillas themfclves being little in- 
terefted concerning the retention of terri¬ 
tories, from which the immediate poflef- 

fors 
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fors alone reaped any advantage, became 
diflatisfied and mutinous ; fo that, after 
fome months trifling and fruitlefs opera- 
tion, Hafiz found himfelf obliged to give 
up the fort of Etdwa, and the furround¬ 
ing country, to the Mahrattas, and retired 
beyond the Gauges. 

Perhaps their lofs of territory in the 
Doab, by circumfcribing their line of de¬ 
fence, might have added to the real 
ftrength of the Rohillas, inftead of di¬ 
minishing it : but the Afgan intcrefts, 
ffiortly after this, fuffered an irreparable 
blow in the death of Nijeeb-al-Dowlah, 
who, from the period of his fucceeding 
Ghazee-ad-deen in the office of prime mi- 
nifter, had continued for the remainder of 
liis life to fupport the laft wretched frag¬ 
ment of the fallen empire at Delhi, with 
a firmnefs which would in happier times 
have infured him the approbation and ap- 
plaufe of mankind-; and although, in this 
laft fcene of it, the urgency of prefent 
neceffity conftrained him to take a part 

with 
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with their opponents, yet, as well from 
natural relation as from political connec¬ 
tion, he had always been warmly attached 
to the Afgan party. — He left a fon named 
Zabita Khan, who fucceeded his father in 
the pofl’eflion of his territories in the 
northern part of Rohilcund and the Doab . 

The Rohilla confederacy likewife fuf- 
fered much at this time by the death of 
Doondee Khan, who had, along with 
Hafiz Rahmut; t been appointed by Allee 
Mahummcd joint guardian to his children. 
His character flood high among thofe of 
his tribe, for generofity of fpirit, and gal¬ 
lantry in war—infomuch, that they aflert, 
that the ncquifition of Rohilla indepen¬ 
dence in Kuttaher may, in a great meafure, 
be aferibed to the popularity of his man¬ 
ners and the prudence of his councils.- 

Having attained the age of feventy years, 
he died in Bifi'oolee of an apoplexy.—He 
left three fons, Mahboola Khan, Fittahoola 
Khan, and Azeemoola Khan, who divided 
the diftritts of Moradabad and Bifloolcp 

(which 
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(which had fallen to the lot of their father 
in the ufurpation of the territory by the 
guardians) among themfelves. — Not long 
atter this Ahmed Khan Bungilh died at 
Ferrochabad, leaving the inheritance of 
his pofleflions to his fon MuzzitTer Jung. 

The expulfion of the Rohillas from the 
Doab, and the utter extindion of the 
Muflulman confequence at Delhi, in the 
death of Nijeeb-al-Dowlah, removed every 
obflru&ion to the execution of thofe 
fchemes which the Mahrattas had at this 
time planned for extending their dominion 
and confirming their power in the capital 
of the empire. They accordingly took 
pofleflion of Delhi, and wrote to the Em¬ 
peror Shah Aulum, who then refided under 
the prote&ion of the Englilh at Alleha- 
bad, holding forth to him the moft flatter¬ 
ing propofals of reinftating him in the 
ancient feat of government, and reftoring 
him to the dignity of his anceftors, if he 
would forfake his prefent friends, and 

aflume 
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afiume the reins of imperial authority at 
Delhi. 

The fituation of this prince at Alle- 
habad, as a penfioner of the Englilh, owing 
not only his prefent nominal dignity, but 
perhaps even his exigence to their pro. 
te&ion and fupport, however mortifying 
it might be to his pride, yet was certainly 
preferable to any advantage he could expeffc 
to derive from throwing himfelf upon the 
Mahrattas, who being the hereditary ene¬ 
mies of his family and religion, could 
not be fuppofcd to feel any attachment to 
his pcrfon; and in faft, only wanted to 
make him the tool of their own defigns.— 
He was lenfible that his relinquifhing the 
prote&ion of the Englifh muft necefl'arily 
be attended with the lofs of his annual 
flipend, which was drawn from the re¬ 
venues of the Bengal Provinces ; as the 
Hate of circulation of fpecie in the em¬ 
pire was not now by any means the fame 
as it had been, whilft the court and the 
capital flout ilked in the vigour of the 

Mogul 
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Mogul Government. — In former times, 
when the lower provinces ufcd to yield a 
regular tribute to the Emperors (which 
they have not done for above half a cen¬ 
tury paft) the greateft part of it was re¬ 
mitted by bills upon Delhi and Lahore, 
for the payment of which fufficient funds 
were there fupplied in the fale and con- 
lumptionof the rich manufactures of Ben¬ 
gal ; in fact, if it had not been fo, no 
tribute could ever have been remitted ; and 
when the depredations of Nadir Shah, and 
a variety of other circumftances, contri¬ 
buted, by impoverifhing the court, to flop 
the vent for thele commodities in this 
quarter, the ftoppage of the tribute was a 
neceflary and inevitable confequence, in¬ 
dependent of any adtunl defection on the 
part of the Nabobs of Bengal ; as it was ut¬ 
terly impoftible that the fame, or indeed any 
confiderable fum, could ever be continued 
to be tranfmitted in cajl), from a country of 
which gold and fiver form no part of the 
natural products.—All thefe circumftances 
Shah Aulum muft have been well aware 

of. 
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of, and knew that the Englilh could not, 
in common prudence, continue to tranf- 
mit to him, whilft at fo great a diftance, 
large fums in fpecie (the only mode of re¬ 
mittance now remaining,) which mud be 
at once a fatal drain to the countries from 
whence they were taken, and an affiftance to 
the Mahrattas, whole views were avowedly 
inimical to all their allies. — He was how¬ 
ever induced, by the fuggeftions of a 
childilh vanity, and the idle hope of re- 
floring the Mogul empire to its former 
luftrc, to leave Korah (a city in the neigh¬ 
bourhood of Allehabad, where he then re¬ 
futed) and, contrary to the advice of all 
his real friends and well-wilhcrs, proceed¬ 
ed to Delhi in the year 1770. 

On his arrival rit the capital, the Mah¬ 
rattas enthroned him with theufualceremo¬ 
nies, (which, in fucli circumllances, could 
only be termed a mockery of royalty,) 
and caufed him to iflue fuch jirmans and 
grants as heft; coincided with their views : 
and the Shah, as a reward for their pre¬ 
tended 
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tended fidelity to his caufe, made oVer to 
them, by a formal inftrument, the provinces 
of Korah and Allehabad, and alio every 
territory to the eaft of Delhi without ex¬ 
ception ; thus giving them an unreitrained 
commiffion to extend their ravages into all 
the countries on each fide of the Ganges. 

In order to underftand the defigns and 
fubfequent operations of the Mahrattas» 
it may be necefi’ary here to obferve that the 
river Ganges, which forms the natural 
boundary of Rohilcund to the weft, is 
fordable only within the compafs of that 
territory, and no where lower down, fo 
that the province of Oude, which lies to the 
fouthward, is invulnerable to thofe ma¬ 
rauders, excepting through the former 
country, as their numerous bodies of horfe 
have no fure means of advance and retreat 
but by the ihallows of the Ganges during 
the dry feafon ; their defultory method of 
carrying on war not fuiting with the con- 
ftru&ion of bridges, and other tedious and 
expenfivc military works, (fuch as might 
N give 
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give them a command of the pafiage of 
unfordable rivers,) nor their mode of fight¬ 
ing calculated for the defence of them. 

On taking a view of the extcnfive theatre 
of a&ion which now lay before them, 
the Mahratta commanders perceived that, 
as the diftricts of Korah and Allehabad 
iverc in fomc meafure defended by a con- 
fiderablc body of Britifh troops lying in 
that neighbourhood, their molt adv ifeable 
plan of operation would be to direct their 
lirfk attacks againfl the territories of the 
Rohillas, fo as through them to ffnd an 
inroad to the dominions of Suja-al-Dowlah, 
where their principal views were direc¬ 
ted. 

Under colour, therefore, of the grants 
which they had procured or exacted from 
the Emperor, when the feafon for aftion 
arrived, the Mahrattas took the field *, 


* Dec. 1771. 
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and firft turned their arms againft Zabita 
Khan, who held the pofleflions bequeathed 
to him by his father, in the fame inde¬ 
pendent manner as the other Afgan chiefs. 
Zabita Khan, little prepared for fuch an 
attack, threw himfelf with what forces 
he could mufler into the intrenchments 
which had formerly been conflru&ed by 
Nijeeb-al-Dowlah at Sooi’er-T'a/I* ; the ene¬ 
my, however, being provided with fome 
heavy artillery, prefled fo clofely upon 
him, that he was foon conftrained to eva¬ 
cuate his lines, and to make a precipitate 
retreat over the Ganges, under cover of 
the night. The Mahrattas, two days after, 
pafled that river by the ford at Corrimbofs- 
gaut, in purfuit of him; and followed 
him fo clolely that he fled towards the 
hills above Lolldong in the utmoft confler- 
nation, leaving his family and valuable 
effects at the fort of Pattergurr or Nijceb- 
abad, the capital of his territory beyond 
the Ganges, which the enemy prefently 


* Page 134. 
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attacked and carried without difficulty. 
Here they feiaed Zabita Khan’s mother,his 
wives, two brothers, and four of his chil¬ 
dren, and fent them off to their camp qii 
the weft of the Ganges: they alfo plun¬ 
dered this city, and all the furrounding 
towns and villages, with their ufual avidity; 
and with a lavage ferocity, directed per¬ 
haps by religious prejudices more than by 
a wanton fpirit of defolation, deftroyed 
moft of the mofqpes and other publick 
buildings, and in particular defaced the 
monument of Nijeeb-al-Powlafi, a piece 
of remarkably curious and coftly work- 
manfhip. 

The Rohilla chiefs, who appear on this 
occafion to have been totally unprepared 
for refiftance, were ftruck with terror at 
the unexpe&ed progrefs of the Mahrattas ; 
and following the example of Zabita Khan, 
retired with their families and treafures 
into the forefts of Gungapore, where they 
ftrongly intrenched themfelves; and con¬ 
tinued (hut up in that manner near four 
months: in the mean time, the Mahrattas 

ranged 
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ranged at pleafure throughout the whole 
country, plundering, burning and deftroy- 
ing all before them. 

At length Suja-al-Dowlah, alarmed by 
the danger which threatened his domi- 
nions, advanced with fome English bat- 
rallions under the command of Brigadier 
General Sir Robert Barker, (then com¬ 
mander in chief of the Bengal army,) to 
Shawb&d on the borders of his territories ; 
and from hence Captain Harper (a gen¬ 
tleman who for fome time commanded a 
corps in the province of Oude, and whofe 
knowledge of the politicks of thefe coun¬ 
tries, was remarkably accurate and exten- 
five) was deputed to the Rohilla chiefs, 
in order to open with them a negotiation 
with refpeft to fuch meafures as might 
tend to the effe&ual expulfion of the Mah- 
rattas from their territories.—Hafiz Rah- 
mut, on this gentleman’s approach, ven¬ 
tured out of his intrenchments, and pro¬ 
ceeded with him to the camp of Suja-al- 
Dowlah, with whom he had an interview* 
N 3 
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on the banks of the Ramgunga. The par¬ 
ticulars of the conference are not related ; 
but the event of it was a treaty * of mutual 
defence and co-operation between the Ro- 
hillas and the Subadar of Qude, and an 
engagement by Hafiz-Rahmut, on the part 
of the former (expreflly comprehending 
in the obligation of it all the Sirdars of 
Rohilcund) to pay to Suja-al-Dowlah the 
fum of forty lacks of rupees, for his af- 
liftance in repelling the common enemy, 
and reftoring the. fcveral chiefs to their 
pofleflions, in whatever manner this 
might be cffe£ted ; and of which ten lacks 
were to be payable immediately, and the 
remainder by ini!ailments + ; and there 
was a particular cl.'.ufe in this agreement, 
that if the Mahrattas Ihould, on account 
of the latencls of the lealon J, retire for 

* See Appendix, No. 1. 

•j* See Appendix, No. 2. 

% This negotiation took place in June 1772.-—The 
rains generally commence in thefe northern countries, 
in the latter end of that month, or the beginning of 
July, and end in October; but the great rivers are 
not fordabk? until December, 

thft 
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the prefent, the force and meaning of it 
were to extend, in every refpeft, to the 
year enfuing. This treaty, and agree¬ 
ment, in order to give them greater vali¬ 
dity and effect in the minds of the con¬ 
tracting parties, were executed and fworn 
to in the prefence of the Britifh comman¬ 
der in chief, and counterligned by him. 

“ It is here neceflary to remark,” fays 
the Rohilla hiftorian, “ that nothing ex- 
“ cept a wcaknefs of judgement from his 
“ advanced age, or a decree of unerring 
“ providence hanging over him for his 
“ injuftice to the children of his friend, 
“ could ever have led Hafiz Rahmut to 
“ enter into this rafh and impolitick treaty, 
“ by which he threw the Afgans upon 
“ the protect ion of aliens, and with his 
“ own hand ratified the inftrument of his 
“ future ruin.” 

The feafon being fo far advanced, no- 
thing of material confequence occurred 
after this tranla&ion.— 1 The Mah'rattas re- 
N 4 tired 
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tired unmolefted to Delhi, and the Ro- 
hillas returned to their refpe&ive homes, 
which, efpecially in the northern diftri&s, 
prefented them with fcenes of the moft 
deplorable defolation.—Suja-al-Dowlah re¬ 
turned to Fyzabad, leaving a few troops 
cantoned at Sandee for the remainder of 
the feafon. 

Soon after the retreat of the Mahrattas, 
Buxy Sird&r Khan, having contracted a 
fever in the Gungapore woods, died at a 
very advanced age ; and the following cha¬ 
racter of him (literally taken from the 
original) may not, perhaps, be unaccept-: 
able to our readers :—“ For ninety for- 
“ tunate years Sirdar Khan lived in this 
■ ‘ vale of wretchednefs and forrow:—he 
“ was an holy and religious perfon :— 
“ from the day of mature difeernment 
“ to the laft afpiration of mortal exigence, 
4 ‘ he was daily feen in the congregations 
** of the mofques, and in the aflemblies 
“ of the pious: he was a man juft in his 
** featiments, and upright in his deal- 

“ iugs; 
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ings : he was not, like others of his 
tribe, a violator of the ties of friend* 
Ihip, or an oppreffor of the helplefs j 
“ and excepting the due returns of the 
“ revenue, he took not from the indigent 
“ labourer, or the ufeful tiller of the 
“ ground, a fingle exadtion.—He retained 
** his faculties to the laft moment of his 
life ; and previous to the final departure 
“ of that immortal fpark which connects 
“ the human with the divine exiftence, 
** whilft his reafon was yet alive to the 
“ concerns of this tranfitory Bate, he 
f‘ made an equitable diftribution of the 
bleffings he enjoyed from providence a- 
“ mong his heirs,” &c. 

Ahmed Khan and Meer Mahummed 
Khan, the Buxy’s two eldefl: ions, quar¬ 
relling concerning the division of their fa¬ 
ther’s country, raifed a difturbance which 
tended greatly to inflame fome difcords 
already prevailing in Rohilcund. 


Ahmed Khan, being the fenior, ap¬ 
pealed 
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pealed to Hafiz Rahmut, who decided in 
his favour; upon which Meer Mahuai¬ 
med raifed troops, and attempted to pofl'efs 
himfelf of the diftridt of Ahrat (which 
had been a part of his father’s affirmed 
eftates) by force : but Futtee Khan Khan- 
faman met him on the banks of the Soot 
Nulla , totally routed the infurgents, and 
took Mahummed prifoner. 

This infurre&ion was not yet quelled, 
when another of a more capital and dan¬ 
gerous nature arofe ; and Hafiz Rahmut, 
who had unjuftly ufurped the rights of 
thofe children whom his friend had com¬ 
mitted to his guardianfhip and protection, 
was doomed to fee his own fon rife up in 
rebellion againft him. 

Ensfit Khan, the eldeft fon of Hafiz 
Rahmut, had always exhibited marks of a 
quarrelfome and turbulent difpofition ; and 
now, on fome trifling difference with his 
father, raifed a body of three thoufand of 
his friends and followers, and furprifing 

the 
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the fort of Barellee, Ihut the gates againft- 
him, declaring his refolution to hold that 
diftrid in future as his own. Hafiz Rah- 
mut, aware that ufing open force againft 
his fon might raife difturbances deflruc- 
tive to Barellee and the neighbouring coun¬ 
try, retired to Peeleabete, from whence 
he wrote to all the other chiefs requiring 
their afiiftance to crulh this rebellion. On 
the troops being collected in confequcnce 
of this fummons, the wily chief, in order 
to draw his fon from Barellee, had rc- 
courfe to a flratagem perfeflly conliftent 
with the duplicity of his chara&er; cau- 
fing a grant to be drawn out, in the name 
of Enait Khan, of the diftrift of Selim- 
pore, which he fent to him with a letter 

-“ alluring him of his forgivenefs ; 

“ taking blame to himfelf fora deficiency 
“ of parental indulgence, and defiring him 
“ to go and take poflellion of the above 
“ lands, which he hoped would be con- 
“ fidered by him as fufficient prefent pro- 
il vifion; and promifing to reward his 
“ obedience in the ampleft manner.’’ This 

artifice 
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artifice was attended with the defired ef- 
fe£t. In a few days Enait Khan and his 
followers left Barellee, intending to pro- 
ceed to Selimpore. Hafiz Rahmut imme¬ 
diately detached a feledt body of troops 
in order to feize his fon, which after a 
Right fkirmifh was effected. When the un¬ 
fortunate and mifguided youth was taken, 
bis father declared his refolation to put 
hitfi to death, but was perfuaded to adopt 
the fcarce more lenient meafure of banifh- 
ing him out of Rohilcund, without any 
rfteans of fubfiftence.—Enait Khan, thus 
left deftitute, Went to Suja-al-Dowlah, and 
after remaining at Fyzabad near twelve 
months, being reduced to extreme want, 
returned in defpair to Rohilcund. His fa¬ 
ther positively refufcd him admittance 
into Barellee, and he returned to a neigh¬ 
bouring village, where he fhortly after 
died of a broken heart, amidft all the mi- 
fery of too lafd repentance and unavailing 
remorfe; — thus," fays the Rohilla narra¬ 
tor, “ was the parental imprecation amply 
“ fulfilled in hirri ; Hafiz Rahmur, three 
I “ different 
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“ different times during his rebellion, 
“ having gone to the Molque and prayed 
“ aloud, faving, Coupe the cup of his life , 
“ 0 God l to overflow whiifl yet in hisyouth , 
“ fo that no fruit may ever fpringfrom that 
“ inaufpicious branch ; and never let me be 
“ expofed to the JI:ame of again beholding 
“ his face." 

In addition to this, and fimilar domef* 
tick difturbances, the defection of Zabita 
Khan contributed not a little to weaken 
the power of the Afgans at this period.— 
Iiis family having been carried off from 
Pattergurr, as already related, he ap¬ 
plied to Suja-al-Dowlah, intreating him 
to intercede with Mahda Jee Sindhea, the 
Mahratta commander, for their releafe.— 
Suja-al-Dowlah accordingly direded his 
minifter, Elitch Khan, who was then at 
Delhi, to make the proper applications 
upon this fubjeft, and the requeft was 
granted on condition that Zabita Khan 
fhould come over to the Mahrattas,, which 

he 
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he accordingly did, in Auguft, A. D. 
1772. 

Mahda Jee Sindhea, Toon after this, pro¬ 
ceeded to Poona by the route of Jeyna- 
gur, being called thither by fome late 
difputes between Mahda Row Nirraen, the 
Peifhwa, and his uncle, Ragonet Row, 
which were likely to occation difturbances 
in the Decan. — He left the command of 
the army to the Mahratta generals. Toko 
Jee Holcar, and Bey fa Jee Pundit, who, 
as the feafon fit for action approached, de¬ 
termined to march once more into Rohil- 
cund. 

The Mahrattas, on firft taking the field, 
in November, 1772, as the Ganges was 
not yet fordable, moved fome way down 
the Dodb, with an apparent view of com¬ 
mencing their operations in that country : 
but, underftanding that they were likely 
to meet with effectual oppolition, upon 
their fpies bringing them intelligence that 
the Ganges had become fordable, they fud- 

denly 
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denly turned, and directed their route to 
Ramghaut. 

From hence the Mahratta commanders 
(merely as a pretext for their future pro¬ 
ceedings) lent letters to the Rohilla chiefs, 
demanding payment of the bonds for fifty 
lacks of rupees, which they had fome 
years ago givtn to Sefdar Jung*, and 
which had been transferred by him to 
Mulhar Row. 

The chiefs, inftead of returning any ex¬ 
plicit anfwer to thefe rcquifitions, afl'em- 
bled their forces at a place about fifteen 
miles diftant from Ramghaut, and from 
thence detached a chofen body under the 
command of Ahmed Khan, (who had fuc- 
ceeded Sirdar Khan in the office of Buxy) 
with directions to guard the ford at Ram¬ 
ghaut, and to feize all the boats on that 
part of the river. 

The Buxy accordingly marched, butin- 
flead of following his inftru&ions, by 
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which he would, at all events, have con- 
ftrained the enemy to feek a pafTage much 
higher up, contented himfelf with throw¬ 
ing a part of his forces into a fmall fort 
which commanded the road from the 
ghaut, or ford, into the country, but was 
not foiituated as to defend the paflage over 
the river. Whatever other meafures he 
might have intended to purfue, it would 
appear that he did not adopt them with 
iufficient celerity; as Holcar found means 
to effedt a paflage for his army early the 
next morning, his cavalry fording at the 
ul'ual place, and his infantry and rocket- 
men being tranfported in boats (many of 
which they found at hand, notwithftand- 
ing the injunctions given to the Buxy) a 
little lower down :—and the next day he 
attacked the Buxy in the fort, and loon 
obliged him to furrender, and give up all 

his artillery and ammunition.-From 

hence the victorious marauders proceeded 
to Sumbull, and plundered all the country 
between that city and Moradabad ;—but 
they were not long uuoppoled. 


It 
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It has been already faid, that the unfor¬ 
tunate and impotent Emperor, Shah Au- 
lum, on deferring his protestors, and un¬ 
dertaking his romantick expedition to Del¬ 
hi, thereby throwing himfelf into the 
power of the Mahrattas, was compelled 
to grant firmans, making over to them 
the provinces of Korah and Allehabad *. 
—Some of their motions, before they pro¬ 
ceeded to Rohilcund, having indicated an 
intention on their part to take pofibflion of 
thefe territories, it was judged expedient 
by the Britiih government to march a body 
of troops that way, to be at hand, to pro- 
tefl them, if nccefl'ary ;—our ally, the Vi¬ 
zier, being greatly apprehensive of the 
confequences, fhould the Mahrattas be 
permitted to eftablifh thcmfelvcs io very 
near to him. Accordingly, the firfl bri¬ 
gade of the Englifh army, then Rationed 
at Dinapore, took the field in the begin¬ 
ning of A. D. x773, under the command 
of Brigadier-general Sir Robert Barker, 
and marched into the province of Owde, 
from whence a detachment was fent to 
O garrifon 
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garrifon the fort of Allehabad, and another 
to occupy the lines at Cawnpore, in order 
to fecure the paflage of the Ganges, Ihould 
there be occafion to crofs that river, for 
the purpofe of covering thofe countries 
which were apprehended to be the object of 
the Mahrattas’ defigns. As foon, how¬ 
ever, as intelligence was received of the 
Mahrattas having marched to Ramghaut, 
with a view to renew their attacks upon 
Rohilcund, the combined armies of the 
Englifh and Suja-al-Dcwlah advanced to¬ 
wards that country by rapid marches, and 
arrived at Shawbad at the period when 
Toko Jee crofled the Ganges, and defeated 
the Rohillas under the Buxy, as before 
mentioned. 

The Englifh, immediately after this af- 
,'air, proceeded to Ramghaut, and had 
nearly furprifed a body of four thoufand 
Mahratta horfe whilft fording the Gan¬ 
ges at the Ghaut of Gurrickpore, about 
five miles below that place, in order to re¬ 
inforce their friends on that fide: the 

greateft 
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greatcft part of them was in the middle of 
the river, when the Britilh army came in 
fight, upon W'hich they fuddenly returned, 
and marched up the weltern bank, towards 
Ramghaut, (where Beyla Jee was en¬ 
camped with part of the Mahratta army 
and all their artillery and heavy baggage) 
whilft the Britifh and Vizier’s troops con¬ 
tinued their route along the oppofitc fliore, 
until they arrived at Alfidpore, within 
light of Bey fa Jee’s encampment.—Here 
the Mahrattas commenced a cannonade 
again!! the Englilh ; but this was foon 
anlwercd by the latter with Inch effect as 
prefently lileuced their artillery, and 
obliged their whole army to change their 
ground with fomc precipitation. 

The conduct of Hafiz Rahmut and the 
other Rohilla chiefs, during thefe tranf- 
aftions, had exhibited great duplicity; in 
fomuch that the Britilh general was not 
without apprehcnfion of fome collufion be¬ 
tween them and the Mahrattas ; and thefe 
fufpicions were increafed by their fo long 
O 2 delaying 
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delaying to join him with their forces.— 
*The truth was, that Hafiz Rahmut, un¬ 
willing, however able he might be, to take 
upon himftlf the entire fulfilment of the 
engagement which he had entered into 
with Suja-al-Dowlah the preceding year, 
was defnous, if he could not altogether 
evade it, at all events to bear as little as 
poffible of the burden ; and lie had al¬ 
ready applied to the other chiefs, endea¬ 
vouring to convince them of the nccellity 
of their a flitting him in the dilcharge of 
the obligation winch had been agreed to by 
him for their common benefit. His re- 
monttrances, however, were attended with 
no e lie ft : feme deehued that he had no 
rij>lit to hind them to inch a'condition,— 
whiltt the majority ridiculed the idea of any 
treaty whatever being held obligatory upon 
the contracting parties, where it could either 
be infringed with benefit, or broken with¬ 
out danger.—Many, indeed, were not al¬ 
together without a iulpicion that if Hafiz 
Rahmut fhould obtain their fubfidies in 
this behalf, he would convert the money 

to 
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to his own ufc, and (till endeavour to 
break his contract with the Vizier, fo that 
they would remain as liable to be involved 
in a quarrel with that power on this ac¬ 
count as ever ; and they unanimoufly ad- 
vifed Hafiz Rahmut, in cafe lie lhould be 
again prefled by the Vizier on this fuhjedl, 
to protract the final adjuftment of it on va¬ 
rious pretences, to amule him with dilu¬ 
tive hopes, and to truft to future events to 
extricate him, without expence, from his 
obligation.—Hafiz did, in effect, adopt 
this left plan, which was much more con¬ 
sonant to his own ideas of political ma¬ 
nagement than any other ; and determined, 
in caie the Mahrattas fhould attempt a fe¬ 
cund irruption into Rohilcund, to avoid 
fbliciting th.c aid of his former protestors, 
an interview with whom would Inevitably 
lead to demands which he was now re- 
folvcd not to comply with ; nor was he 
without hopes of being able (tor he had 
now complete warning of the enemy’s de- 
figns) to defend the pallages of the Ganges 
with the Rohilla forces alone. It was with 
O 3 this 
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this view that, on the approach of the 
Mahrattas towards Ramghaut, he detached 
the Buxy to guard the fords as already 
mentioned ; and had that officer done his 
duty, it is probable that Hafiz might not 
have been difappointed in his expectations, 
and that the Mahrattas might have met 
with an effectual check, without any im¬ 
mediate neceffity of calling upon the Vi¬ 
zier for his afliftance. The mifmanage- 
ment or treachery of the Buxy, however, 
opening a way fqr the invaders, fuggefted 
another idea to him, by which he might 
at once avoid their violence, and fecurc 
himfelf againft any difagrceable confe- 
quences from his non-compliance with the 
Vizier’s demands.—This was no lefs than 
to enter into a confederacy with the Mah¬ 
rattas themfclves !—by which they were 
to obtain, under certain reftriflions, a per¬ 
manent fettlement in the country, on en- 
gaging to defend the Rohillas againft “ all 
** their enemies and he actually em¬ 
ployed cmifl'aries privately to negotiate this 
defperatc propolal with the Mahratta com¬ 
manders 
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manders:—but all his fchemes were frufc 
tratcd by the rapid and unwifhed-for ad¬ 
vance of the allied army, and Hafiz Rah- 
mut found himfelf, by his own crooked 
and temporizing policy, entangled in a la¬ 
byrinth of perplexity and diflrefs. Yet, 
even at this time, when the enemy, not¬ 
withstanding his fecret overtures to them, 
were plundering and laying wafte all the 
more defencelefs parts of the country, he 
endeavoured to procraftinate his jun&ioti 
with Stija-al-Powlah as long as poffible : 
—at length, finding that the allies had al¬ 
ready advanced into the heart of the Ro- 
hilla territories, and underftanding that 
they were fully aware of his treacherous 
proceedings, and had even rcfolvcd to at¬ 
tack him, fhouldhe confirm the fufpicions 
his conduct had excited by any longer de¬ 
lay, he collected his forces, and joined 
Suja-al-DowIah the next day after the can¬ 
nonade between the Englifh and Beyfa 
Jee *, Some days after that event, as the 
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Mahratta army was now divided, part of 
it being ftill at Sumbull in Rohilcund un¬ 
der Toko Jee, and the remainder under 
Beyfa Jee, to the weftvvard of the Ganges, 
it was determined to attack them in both 

quarters at the fame time.-With this 

view the Britifh troops forded the river at 
Ramghaut, whilft Suja-al-Dowlah and 
Hafiz Rahmut prepared to advance with 

their united forces againft Toko Jee. - - 

Beyfa Jee, when he heard of the approach 
of the brigade, decamped in the utmoft 
hurry and confufion, and went oiT to the 
diftance of forty miles in a (ingle march. 
From fomc fufpicions which Suja-al-Dow¬ 
lah Hill entertained of Hafiz Rahmut, the 
other part of the concerted operation was 
not executed by him;—but tiie Englifh, 
recrofling the Ganges the next day after 
the flight of Beyfa Jee, proceeded towards 
Sumbull; upon which Toko Jee retreated 
to P 6 ot, a town upon the Ganges, about 
fifty miles above Ramghaut, and eroded 
the river at that place on a. bridge of boats, 

which he afterwards deftroyed.-The 

Mahratt* 
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Mahratta army made fome movements 
which indicated an intention of again crof- 
fing into Rohilcund at Corrimbofsghaut, a 
coniiderable didance higher up the river ; 
but the brigade, advancingby rapid marches 
to that place, prevented them, whilft the 
Vizier with his troops guarded all the fords 
at Ramghaut and the neighbourhood ; and 
as the hot feafon approached, and the 
Changes began to be fwelled by the melting 
of the fnows on the northern mountains, 
they were conbraincd for the prelent to 
relincjuilh all thoughts of renewing their 
depredations to the eaftward, and retired 
to Etawa. 

The Kohilla country being thus entirely 
freed from the Mahrattas, Suja-al-Dowlah 
began to prefs Hafiz Ralimut upon the 
forty lacks, due by his engagement, of 
which he (the Vizier) had agreed to make 
over a moiety to the Englilh (over and 
above the ftipulated monthly fubfidy) as a 
confideration for their abidance; and he 
was fupported in his requihtion by the 

Britiih 
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British commander in chief, who having 
aflifted at the original^ negociation, and 
given the treaty the fandtion of his coun- 
ter*fignaturc, had a right to inlift on the 
pundtual ohfervance of it.—They could 
not, however, get any thing more from 
llafiz than general profeftions, and ac- 
nowledgments of the juftice of the debt, 
with excufes of the inability of the Rohil- 
las todilcharge it, or any part of it, at pre- 
fent, owing to the defolated ftate of their 
territories. The Vizier would willingly 
have taken occafion, from hence, to ap¬ 
propriate the country of Hafiz Rahmut in 
lieu of the debt; a ftep in which he would 
certainly have been fully juftified by the 
Rohillas’ treacherous breach of faith in 
this as well as in other particulars ;—and 
he held forth fome very advantageous offers 
about this time to the Britilh government 
(through the commander in chief) for 
their allillance in the profecution of a de- 
fign i ic had formed to this purpofe :—but 
as the Mahrattas were ftill in great force 
in the Dodb , and might probably endea¬ 
vour 
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vour to poficfs themfelves of the provin¬ 
ces of Korah and Allchabad (which were 
the original objects of prote&ion) whilft 
Suja-ni -1 Knvlah and his allies fhouldbe en¬ 
gaged in this bufinefs, it was judged pru¬ 
dent to decline entering upon it; and it 
was thought at any rate moft expedient, 
both in juftice and in policy, * to give the 
Rohillas full time, that they might have 
a fair opportunity to fulfil their obligations 
before an v meafures fhould be adopted to 
compel them. 

In the mean time, as the feafon was al¬ 
ready very far advanced, and the country 
was reltored to perfedl tranquillity, the 
Britifh and Vizier’s troops returned into 
the province of Ovvde, and the former 
were ftationed in cantonments at Sultan- 
pore upon the Gumty (a river which runs 


* Perhaps a want of money and deficiency of po¬ 
litical fyllem were more cogent reafons than any other 
for relinquilhing this undertaking at the prefent pe¬ 
riod. 
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through the province of Owde, wafhing 
Lucknow in its courfe) to ferve as a check 
upon the future defigns of the Mahrattas. 

What farther views thefe marauders 
might have entertained is not pofitively 
known; but, happily for the peace of thofe 
provinces, which had for five years groaned 
under their wasteful depredations, the 
whole were about this period fuddenly 
called off by the troubles at Poona , 
where Ragonet Row had put to death the 
Peiffiwa, his nephew, fucceeded him in his 
office, and had been afterwards depofed by 
the faction of Sindhea and other chiefs ; fo 
that the affairs of their government were 
thrown into the utmoft confufion, and 
their country threatened with a civil war; 
which rendered the prefence of Toko Jee 
Holcar and his army abfolutely neceffary 
at Poona, in order to give a decided weight 
in favour of the new adminiftration.—— 
They accordingly called in all their detach¬ 
ments, and withdrawing the whole of 
their forces from the Doab, excepting a 

i fmall 
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fmall body which was ftationed at Etawa, 
went off" to their own dominions, without 
leaving any eftablifhment to ietain poflef- 
fion or collect the revenues of the diffri&s 
they had lately overrun in the northern 

part of that territory.-Ahmed Khan 

Buxy (who had furrendcred to Toko Jee 
Holcar at Ramghaut) * was at this period 
releafed by the Mahratta commander, who 
prefented him with an elephant and palen- 
kin, and difmifled him with fuch tokens 
of cordiality and refpedt as raifed a fufpi- 
cion (perhaps notill founded) of fome col- 
lufive management in the affair of Ram- 
ghaut, where the Buxy had exhibited fuch 
a glaring deficiency in the profecution of 
thofe meafures which were neceflary for 
the repulfc of the enemy. 

In fadt, the charadleriffick treachery of 
the Rohillas, and their continually endea¬ 
vouring to circumvent or overturn each 
other, was ruinous to the caufe on every 
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occafion which required exertion and u- 
nanimity, and feemed to increafe with the 
increafe of their misfortunes, fo as at once 
to excite the refentment of their allies, and 
render them incapable of oppofing its ef- 
fe£ts.—This fpirit, fo detrimental to their 
welfare, and fo ruinous to them in its 
ultimate confequences, appears in every 
anecdote refpedting the internal adminiftra- 
tion of their government; and a mod 
ftriking indance of it was at this time ma- 
nifefted, in the treatment of Sydoola 
Khan’s Be^um, and of Mahummed-Yar 
Khan, the fourth foil of Allee Mahum- 
med, and now, excepting Fyzoola-Khan, 

the only furvivor.-It has already been 

oblerved that the guardians, on making a 
final partition of the province of Kuttaher 
among themfelves, in detriment to thofe 
who, although they pofl'efled no legal title, 
were neverthclefs, as the children of Allee 
Mahummed, the natural heirs to his ufur- 
pations, had provided for the fubliftence 
of Sydoola Khan, by a penfion *, for the 
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payment of which funds were eftablilhed 
by each of the four principal chiefs grant¬ 
ing afiignments (to the amount fpecified 
in the agreement) upon that portion of 
the territory which fell to his (hare in the 
aforeiaid general partition.—Thefe aflign¬ 
ments were made over to the Buxy, who 
was authorized, from the nature of his of¬ 
fice, to collect the money and apply it to 
the intended purpofe. 

On the deceafe of Sydoola Khan, a pen- 
fion of three lacks of rupees per annum 
was continued, in like manner, to the 
Begum his widow : — this, however, was 
very irregularly paid ; and the late incur- 
fions of the Mahrattas having defolated 
Rohilcur.d in many places, furnifhed a 
pretext for withholding it altogether. — 
On the Mahrattas withdrawing into their 
own country, the Begum, fhortly after 
the Buxy’s rcleafe, feized the opportunity 
of the chiefs being ftill together in the 
field, to lay before them a reprefentatiou 
of her claims, and the diftrefs under which 

flhe 
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ihe laboured, and intreated the difcbarge 
of the arrears due upon her penfion : at 
the fame time Mahummed-Yar Khan 
made loud complaints of the injurious and 
cruel negled he fuftained, and of the mi- 
fery to which he was reduced from the 
total want of a maintenance.—Hafiz Rah- 
mut, on their applying to him, with his 
ufual duplicity referred them to the Buxy , 
as the pcrfon who was refponfible for the 
liquidation of all publick demands : the 
Iluxy, however, denied in the ftrongeft 
terms his obligation to continue the pay¬ 
ment of the Begum’s penfion, unlefs he 
fhould be enabled to do fo by the feveral 
chiefs granting frcfh afiignments upon 
thofe parts of their country which, not 
having fufFercd from the late invafions, 
were now in a produdtive Rate : the fons 
and co-heirs of Doondy Khan, on being 
folicited in this behalf, at once reje&ed the 
appeal, declaring their father’s agreement 
to contribute to the fupport of Allee Ma- 
hummed’s family in no wife binding upon 
them— At length, after much fruitlefs 

negotiation. 
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negotiation, Hafiz, in order to put an end 
to the matter for the prefent, privately 
fent a meflage by a confidential fervant to 
the Buxy, advifing him to give written 
obligations to the Begum and to Mahum- 
med-Yar Khar, as well for the arrears due 
to the former, as for the payment of a re¬ 
gular annuity to the latter; adding-- 

“ that when the Rohilla army fhould be 
“ difbanded, and the people feparated to 
“ their feveral places of abode, he could 
“ then, without danger of any popular 
“ infurre&ion in favour of the parties, 
** confult his own convenience with re- 
“ fpecl to the fulfilment of them—This 
inlidious advice the Buxy flridUy conform¬ 
ed to, and prevailed upon Mahummed-Yar 
and the Begum to accept thofe frail tefli- 
monials of their rights ; but never after¬ 
wards paid them a fingle rupee ; and even 
wrefted from the former a fmall farm, pro¬ 
ducing about feven thoufand rupees per 
annum, which had been fettled upon him 
by Buxy Sirdar Khan. 


P 
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• Soon after the Mahrattas had evacuated 
Rohilcund, Futteh-Khan Khanfaman was 
feized with a palfy in his left fide, of which 
he died in a few weeks.—He left fix Tons, 
of whom the two eldeft, Ahmed Khan 
and Azeem Khan, Ihared his territory be« 
tween them, the diftri&s of Owlah and 
its dependances falling to the former, and 
thofe of Budavon and Owfte to the latter. 
—Scarcely were the Tons of Futteh Khan 
inflated in their inheritance, when, ac¬ 
cording to the ufual mode of proceeding 
among the Rohillas, each endeavoured to 
fubvert the other, and to eftablilh him- 
felf in foie pofleflion of his father’s lands 
andeftates. In this Ahmed Khan, who was 
by much the abler politician, fuccecded.— 
This feud between the brothers firft broke 
out in confequence of an effort, on the part 
of Azeem Khan, to retain in his own 
hands the whole of the elephants, artillery, 
and camp equipage, of his father, which 
were ftationed at Owfle at the period of 
his deceafe. — Upon this being compro- 
mifed through the mediation of Hafiz 

Rahmut, 
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Rahmut, who compelled Azeem Khan to 
deliver up a moiety of the artillery and 
ftores to Ahmed Khan, the latter af&£ted 
to treat his brother with the utmoll con¬ 
fidence and cordiality; and having by this 
means thrown him off his guard, fuddenly 
marched to Owfle with a few refolute 
followers, and there feizing on all the 
treafures and effects which had been left 
in that place by the deceafed, acquired, by 
this manoeuvre, fuch a decided fuperiority, 
as conflrained Azeem Khan to relinquifll 
the whole of his inheritance, and to fly for 
fafety to Peeleabete, where Hafiz Rahmut 
gave him protection, but could not, of 
would not, procure him any redrefs; and 
even acceded to Ahmed Khan fucceeding 
his father in the office of Khanfamam 

The death of Futteh Khan left Hafi2 
Rahmut the only remaining perfon of 
thefe into whofe hands Alice Mahumriied 
had committed the management of the Ro- 
hilla government for his children, and in. 
him the oftenfible power of the Rate now 
P 2 became 
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became veiled, as Fyzoola Khan and his 
brother had never been admitted to any 
efficient participation of it.—Hafiz Rah- 
mut, notwithftanding his very advanced 
age, ftill perhaps pofTeffed fpirit and abi¬ 
lities fufficient to have enabled him to bear 
with fuccefs the great weight thus thrown 
upon his fhoulders, had any tolerable de¬ 
gree of harmony fubfifted among the other 
leading members of the community ; but 
that unanimity which alone could render 
them formidable now no longer prevailed 
among them; the authority of Hafiz, as 
“ chief guardian of the ftate,” was flight¬ 
ed by fome, and openly renounced by 
others ; they regarded the fuperiority he 
affumed with envy ; and the manner of his 
attaining that pre-eminence had rendered 
him particularly obnoxious to the Tons of 
Allee Mahummed and their party ; fo that 
he found himfelf tottering on the pinnacle 
of an ufurped authority, without the fup- 
port of a fingle friend in whom he could 
venture to confide. 


In 
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In addition to a total defeft in mutual 
alliance and general co-operation, many 
other circumftances concurred to weaken 
the power of the Afgan independances 
in the northern provinces at this period.— 
Zabita Khan had been drawn off from their 
intereft, as already related ; and the death 
of Ahmed Khan Bungifh left the princi¬ 
pality of Ferrochabad in the hands of his 
fon MuzzifFer Jung, a weak and ignorant 
young man, who, fo far from being able 
to add force or liability to any union which 
might have been entered into by them for 
their general defence, had it not in his 
power to fupport himfelf; and was con- 
ftrained, the year before, to have recourfeto 
Suja-al- Dowlah for his aid to protect his city 
from tlie attempts of a petty detachment of 
Mahrattas:—add to this, thatinRohilcund, 
the feeds of contention, which had been 
fown in the original formation of the go¬ 
vernment, had long (ince fprung up ; a 
mutual jealoufy and avowed animofity, 
which had effe&ually eftranged the diffe¬ 
rent leaders from each other, induced every 
P 3 man 
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man, in the prefent unfettled ftate of affairs, 
to afpire at a feparate independence utterly 
inconfiftent with their political confe- 
quence as a colle&ive body ; and the total 
relaxation or fufpenlion of the penal laws, 
attendant upon fuch a ftate of anarchy, 
could not fail of producing the moil mif- 
chievous effects, among a people naturally 
of a fierce and untoward temper, and 
poffefled of a difpoution fo addifted to 
violence and rapine, as would at any time 
have required the.fevercft exertions of juf- 
tice to reftrain it within bounds. The 
Hindoo farmers, and other original inha¬ 
bitants of the country, groaned under the 
worft fpecies of military vaffalage ; whilft 
the upftart Muflulman deipots who held 
them in fubje&ion, were, by theif perpe¬ 
tual feuds, difabled, as we have feen, from 
affording them the fmalleft proteflipn a- 
gainft armies of barbarous marauders, who 
every year fpread their devaluations among 
them, almoll without refiftance. — The 
haughty and turbulent fpirit of the Afgans 
poyld not long fubmit to that ftrift con- 

troul 



KOH 1 LLA AFGAN8. 2O9 

troul which was neceflary to preferve any 
tolerable degree of regularity or Subor¬ 
dination in a government compofed of lb 

many independent members:-confe- 

quently orders were no longer heard or 
obeyed ;—the administration of juftice,— 
the collection of revenue,—and the inter- 
courfe of commerce, were all at a Stand; 
—the roads were infefted with bands of 
armed ruffians ; and every enormity had 
grown to fuch a height as was not likely 
to yield to any remedy which, in the pre- 
fent ftate of things, could poffibly be ap¬ 
plied. 

Such was the ftate of the Afgan powers 
in thefe countries a few months before 
the commencement of the celebrated 
“ Rohil/a War." 

Suja-al-Dowlah had, in his correspon¬ 
dence with the Engliffi government, re¬ 
peatedly exprefl'ed an earned delire to have 
an interview with Mr. Haftings, then go¬ 
vernor of Bengal;—and many-points of 
P 4 the 
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the utmoft confequence having occurred 
in the courfe of his intimate connec¬ 
tion with the Britifh, the adjuftment 
of which could not any way be fo well 
effected as by a perfonal conference, the 
council at Calcutta were of opinion, 
that a meeting between their Prefident and 
the Vizier at this feafon would be pro¬ 
ductive of great benefit to the affairs of the 
Company : Mr. Haftings was accordingly 
provided by them with efpecial powers of 
negotiation, and arrived at Benares in the 
month of Auguft, A. D. 1773. 

It may be recolle&ed that Suja-al-Dow- 
lah, at the clofe of the laft campaign a- 
gainft the Mahrattas, in confequence of 
Hafiz Rahmut’s apparent treachery, and 
breach of his engagements, had conceived 
an idea of feizing upon the Rohilla coun¬ 
try, and had even made propofals to the 
Britifh commander in chief for the affift- 
ance of the Englifh troops in the imme¬ 
diate execution of this defign. His pro¬ 
pofals were, at that time, for many pru¬ 
dential and political reafons, rejected: 

thefe 
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thefe reafons, however, now no longer 
exiftedthe Mahrattas, whofe prefence 
had formed the grand obftacle to the un¬ 
dertaking, had gone off, and were now 
folely occupied in fettling the internal 
diflenfions of their own country; and 
many months had paffed, within which 
the Rohillas, if fo difpofed, could with 
eafe have difcharged the ftipulated fubfidy 
fo juftly due to the Vizier and his Allies, 
for having twice cleared their country of 
an enemy ; but, inftead of fo doing, they 
had anfwered to the repeated importunities 
of the Vizier on this iubjedl, by a reite¬ 
ration of fubterfuges, delays, and excufes, 
which plainly indicated an intention on 
their part of never difcharging the obli¬ 
gation. 

In confequeuce of this ftate of things, 
the Vizier, in his conference with Mr. 
Haftings at Benares, propofed that the 
Britilh government (hould affift him with 
a brigade of the Company’s forces, to 
enable him to effect the complete fubjuga- 

tion 
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hilcund expedition was to be eventually de¬ 
termined. 

His firft objeft was the fecurity of the 
diftri&s of Korah and Allehabad, and the 
eftablilhment of fuch a line of defence on 
their northern frontier* from the Jumna to 
the Ganges, as would fccure him in the 
undiflurbed pofleflion of them.—Thefe 
countries had been guaranteed to the impo¬ 
tent Emperor, Shah Aulum, by the treaty 
of Allehabad *, but were abandoned, and 
virtually relinquifhed by him on his pro¬ 
ceeding to Delhi +, where he fhortly after 
made them over, by a grant, to the Mah- 
rattas who would certainly have ob¬ 
tained a permanent fettlement in them, 
which from their fituation, muft have 
been highly dangerous, if not utterly de- 
ftru&ive, to the fafety and independence of 
all the eaftern provinces, had not their 
fchemes been moft fortunately fruftrated 
by the timely and decifive interference of 


* Page 158.—-f Page 170.—J Page 171. 
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the Englifliand they were confirmed to 
Suja-al-Dowlah in the late conference at 
Benares. 

The Mahrattas, although they had been 
compelled, by the prefent deranged fitua- 
tion of their affairs at home, to rclinquilh 
a great part of their pofleflions in the Do - 
6 b , (as has been already obferved) had 
yet left fome fmall garrilons in the diftrift 
of Etawa, which makes the northern 
boundary of the Korah province ; and, as 
their eftablifhment here might enable them 
to give him great diffurbance at fome fu- 
ture period, the Vizier judged it prudent 
to begin by eje&ing them. He accordingly 
crolied the Ganges at Mow, and marching 
over the Doab *, laid feige to the fort of 
Etawa.—The Mahratta who commanded 
in that fortrefs, after a fmall refin¬ 
ance, merely to fave appearances, was pre¬ 
vailed upon to make a capitulation, by 
which the Mahrattas in this and other 


* Oft. 1773. 
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places of the Doab, were permitted to re* 
tire unmolefted beyond the Jumna, and 
Suja-al-Dowlah had the goad fortune to 
poflefs himfelf of the whole of thefe di- 
ftriCts without any farther oppolition ; fo 
that his dominion between the rivers now 
extended from Allehabad near to Agra upon 
the Jumna, and to Kinnoge upon the Gan¬ 
ges. 

This great and unexpected fuccefs, by 
removing e\ 7 erv obltacle of any moment, 
determined the Vizier to adhere to the ex¬ 
ecution of his original defign; and he 
forthwith wrote to the Council at Cal¬ 
cutta, conveying formal propofals, in the 
terms already mentioned, which, after due 
deliberation, were acceded to, nearly on the 
fame conditions as had been fpecified in the 
interview at Benares *. 

The Rohilla expedition being now irre¬ 
vocably determined on, as it was yet early 
in the feafon +, the Vizier refolved to 

* Page 212,——f Dec. 1773. 


fmooth 
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fmooth or remove every remaining obftacle 
to his views, which, as his main obje& had 
been already attained with fo much facility, 
he concluded he might ealily effe£t, before 
Ills allies fhould be in readinefs to take the 
field. Having taken proper precautions 
for the fecurity of his own acquisitions in 
the Doab, by placing Aumils *, lupported by 
considerable bodies of troops, throughout 
the country, he proceeded to Ferrochabad. 
Notice has already been taken of the 
wretched Situation to which that {fate had 
been reduced by the death of Ahmed 
Khan Bungifh, and the imbecility of his 
luccefTor, whom Suja-al-Dowlnh noweafi- 
ly found means to cajole with aflurances of 
his friendfhip and fupport, and finally to 
draw him into fuch engagements as left his 
country, property, and perfon at the foie 
difpofal of the Vizier, who foon found 
himfelf as entirely pofiefied of Ferrocha- 
bad as of any part of his own original do¬ 
minions. From hence he fent for Zabita 
Khan, who, having been releafed from his 

* Angice— u Superintendants, or colle&or&of re¬ 
venue.” 

engagements 
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engagements with the Mahrattas, by their 
precipitate retreat from the Dodb y had re¬ 
tired to Nijeebabad, Teeming inclined once 
-more to join the fortunes of his country¬ 
men ;—but Suja-al-Dowlah, by his profef- 
fions, not only detached him from their 
interefts, but even perfuaded him to join 
in the intended undertaking againfl: them. 
—At the fame time, the Vizier, appre- 
henfive, perhaps, of fome moleftation from 
NudjifF Khan, who had lately rifen to a 
confiderable 'degree of power, and, after 
the retreat of the Mahrattas, managed the 
Emperor’s affairs at Delhi, endeavoured to 
fecure his intertft by making him privy to 
his defign ; and, it is laid, even went fo 
far as to hold forth fome indirect promifes 
of making over to his Majefty a (hare of 
whatever he fhould conquer; in confe- 
quence of which the minifter entered with 
zeal into his defigns, and agreed to join 
the Vizier with a fele£t body of troops as 
(bon as the campaign fhould commence. 

Every thing being now ripe for a&ion, 

Suja- 
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Suja-al-Dowlah direct his general, Lit&fet 
Alee Khali, to march up the Ganges from. 
Ferrochabad, and to conftrud a bridge of 
boats over the river at Ramghaut, by 
which he meant to enter at once into the 
heart of the Rohilla country ; but whilft 
Litafet was collecting materials for this 
purpofe, the Vizier, by the advice of fome 
Engliffi officers, abandoned that delign, 
and determined to enter the Rohilla fron¬ 
tiers from his own dominions on the other 
fide of the Ganges ; as from thence the ar¬ 
my would be able to draw the moil certain 
and regular fupplies, and the operations of 
the Engliffi forces were, by the terms of 
the treaty, confined to the eaji'wardoi that 
river. He accordingly returned to Mow, 
(where a bridge had been already laid) and 
eroding the river, advanced up the eaflern 
bank, and encamped at Shawbad, on the 
Rohilla frontiers. From hence he deputed 
a Vakeel to Hafiz Rahmut, with r copy of 
his engagement*, and with orders.to make 


* App. No. I. and U. 
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a formaldemand of immediate p^ment, oa 
pan ofthe confequences. 

In the mean time, the fecond bri« 
gade of the Company’s forces took the 
field in the beginning of the year 1774, 
under the command of Colonel A. Cham¬ 
pion* and advanced by eafy marches to 
join the Vizier, according to agreement. 

When Lit&fet began to colleft materials 
for conftru&ing a bridge at Ramghaut, the 
Rohillas became fenfible of the approaching 
florin their apprehenfions were confirm¬ 
ed by the fubfequent march of the Epglifh 
troops ; and, on the receipt of the afore- 
faid npteflage from the Vizier, Hafiz Rab¬ 
in ut amufed the Vakeel, with hopes of fuo- 
cef? in his deputation; and, in the mean 
time, applied to the feveral chiefs, defiring 
them either to enable him forthwith to dif- 
chargcthis demand, or to join him in the 
field -they had already refolved on the 
latter alternative. The Vakeel, after fome 
delay, was lent back to his mailer with an 

evafive 
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cvaGve anfwer, and Hafiz Rahmut pro¬ 
ceeded from Peeleabete to Owlah, where 
he fet up his rtandard, and feut notices 
throughout the country, requiring the Ro* 
hillas to repair thither.—Here he was 
foon joined by Fyzoola Khan and others ; 
and as no remedy now appeared except 
open refinance, Hafia attempted to infpire 
into the feVeral leaders a refblution to aft 
with unanimity and firmnefs in fupport of 
the common caufe : but all his efforts were 
rendered void by that fpirit of jealouly and 
faftion already mentioned, which contri¬ 
buted to deftroy them much more effeftu- 
ally than the fword of the enemy. 

Hafiz firft applied to Ahmed Khan 
Khanfaman, and Ahmed Khan Buxy, for 
money for the purpofe of railing troops 
and making the neceffary preparations; as 
thefe chiefs were, by their offices, inverted 
with the management of all receipts and 
difburfements that might at any time be 
neceflary for the defence of the general 
rtate.—He at the fame time offered them 

bonds 
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bonds Of indemnification, engaging either 
to hold bimfelf perfonally refponfible, or 
to give aflignments upon his country for 
iuch fums as they might advance from 
their own finances for the public fervice 
on the prefent occafion. Notwithftanding 
thefe afl'urances, however, they did not 
entertain fuch an opinion of Hafiz as 
would induce them to place any depen- 
dance upon his promifes, and having pre- 
vioufly entered into a private league to fup- 
port each other, abfolutely refufed to ad¬ 
vance any money, declaring “ they would 
“ oppofe with force whoever fhould offer 
“ to compel them.” The Buxy, how¬ 
ever, was perfuaded, by fome of the more 
wife and difcreet among his friends, to 
adopt a more liberal mode of conduct, at 
leaft in appearance ; and advanced two lacks 
of rupees for tuncaws , or aflignments, 
upon the territory of Budavon, which 
were given to him by the Khanfaman as a 
ftcurity “ perhaps” (fays the Rohiila 
narrator) “ neither the perfuafions of his 
countrymen, nor his own convi&ion of 

“ the 
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“ the approaching danger, would have 
4 ‘ fufficed to induce theBuxy to this exer- 
tion ; but, from the period of the quar- 
** rel between the brothers” (Ahmed Khan 
and Azeem Khan) ** he had regarded the 
“ diftrift of Budavon with a greedy eye, 
** and an alignment, which would give 
him a future hold upon it, offered fuch 
“ a temptation as he could not refill.” 
(Here we fee, in the midft of immediate 
apprehenfion and diftrefs, and at a period of 
impending calamity, an involution of fub- 
tile treachery, which is feldom outfhone in 
the crooked mazes of political refinement 
in ufe among the molt polijhed nations ;— 
but to return—) Several other chiefs threw 
fmall fums into the grand treafury upon 
the prefent exigency ; but this mode of 
fupply was not generally adopted, and af¬ 
ter all, the fum colle&ed was very infuffi- 
cient to defray the neceffary charges. In 
faft, fo low were their finances reduced by 
their dominions for the two preceding 
years having been the feat of war, that 
few of the Rohilla chiefs had it in their 
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power to contribute largelythe only 
perfons among them whole circumftances 
enabled them to do To were Hafiz Rahmtit, 
the Khanfaman , (enriched by the plunder 
of his brother) and Fyzoola Khan, (who 
had lpng held the diftri&s of Rampore* 
from which, although not exceeding in 
value five lacks per annum, he had faved 
confiderably, befides what he acquired by 
fucceeding to the inheritance of the peri 
fonal property of his father)— and neither 
Of thefc were willing to put too much to a 
rifle on the prefeut occafion.—Many other 
leading men, inftead of coming boldly for¬ 
ward : on this threatening emergency, 
feemed' either abandoned to ina&ive dfef- 
pondeiicy. Or withheld from exertion by 
l’ufpicious doubts of their fellows, each 
conceiving the other to be ready to betray 
him ; and Suja-al-Dowlah, well awate^of 
thetr prefent temper, employed a multi¬ 
tude of emiflaries among them, who, ! by 
working upon the -hopes of fome, and the 
fears of others^ mcreafed their mutual jea- 
lovtfy and diftruil. Neither the Buxy bos 

the 
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the -Khanfamau Joined the RohUia. army 
till fprae time after its forqnation j the Vi¬ 
zierhaving entered .into a negotiation with 
them, and, partly by threats, partly hy 
prpmifes, prevailed on them (whatever ap-? 
pearance prudence might render neceffaryj 
to remain eflentially neuter in the enfuing 
dispute; and they were themfelves fufiici- 
ently difpofed, in the prefent fituation, of 
things, rather to forfake than to ajji/i their 
countrymen; as they knew thatJf.thq 
Afgans fhould make an effectual refinance 
and repel the invaders, Hafiz would amply 
revenge himfelf upon them for their late 
oppofition to him. Mahboola Khan, and 
Fit tee Qolah Khan (the fons of Doondy 
Khan) negle&ed to appear in the held, or 
tq affift in any meafures of general co oper 
ration until feveral days after the enemy 
had entered into the country, as they had 
alio privately received a meffsge front Suja* 
aJUDowlah, who fent them a Koran, (a f^, 
cred pledge of mutual faith among JVlu|ful- 
mans) with aflurances of his .prot^dipn, 
provided they fhould not Join Jfahz.Rah- 
Q 4 mut 
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mut on the prefent occafion ; and to this 
they returned a favourable reply ; but,' 
with a fraudulent inconfiftency, perfe&ly 
in character, they proceeded to Owlah at 
the head of a confiderable force within four 
days after ! 

Perhaps, indeed, thefe intrigues of Su- 
ja-al-Dowlah (whofe character was .well 
known) would have availed but little in 
ihaking the fidelity of any of the chiefs, 
had not they been ftrengthened in their 
operation by the general dread of Hafiz 
Rahmut. 

To inveftigate the caufes of this fenti- 
ment, which on the prefent occafion was 
attended with fuch fatal efte&s to the inte- 
reft of the Rohilla confederacy in general, 
and of Hafiz Rahmut in particular, it is 
neceflary to take a fhort retrofpe£l to fome 
incidents which could not have been related 
in their proper place without an unfeafona- 
ble interruption to the narrative. 


On 
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On the death of Futte Khan Khanfaman, 
Hafiz Rahmut took advantage of thequar- 
rel between his heirs to feize on forne of 
the lands and effe&s of that officer, and 
even refufed to pay to his fon and fuccefior 
Ahmed Khan an old debt of two lacks 
of rupees, which he had owed to the Khan- 

faman for fome years paft :-He had,* 

moreover, exa£ted at another time the fun> : 
of two lacks of rupees from the new Buxy,' 
on pretence of defraying the expences of 
Allee Mahummed’s youngefl fon, MaJ 
hummed-Yar Khan, and applied the money 
fo extorted to his own u(e ;—and, after 
the death of Doondee Khan, he had made 
frequent requifitions of his Tons Mahboola 
and Fittee Oolah, under the fame pre¬ 
tence.—In fhort, from the time that the 
death of his colleagues had thrown the 
principal power into his own hands, Hafiz 
Rahmut had fo often made an intemperate 
ufe of the oftenfible authority with which , 
as “ chief guardian of the ftate,” he was 
veiled, (and which he had been able to 
fupport only by fuperioritv of military 
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and territorial refourccs,) that, how* 
ever refpeded for hi% abilities aud bra¬ 
very, and revered for the apparent fan&ity. 
of his manners, he was almofl universally 
dreaded and disliked ; and as he was aware 
of this difpofition in his countrymen, the 
intrigues he continually kept on foot, to 
Support his influence, had con fider ably 
widened the breaches before exifting a- 
mong the members of a naturally turbu¬ 
lent and diftraded ftate:—even Fyzoola 
Khan, from whom alone he could exped 
effedual fupport, was not without fufpi- 
cipns that Hafiz had at this period pro- 
jeded a plan to raife up a dangerous rival 
againft him in the perfon of his brother 
Mahummed-Yar, and looked to the time 
when his own property might fall afacri- 
fice to the crooked politicks and infatiable 
avarice of his wily guardian.—“ To fum 
“ up all,” fays the Rohilla narrator, “ a, 
“ fufprifing degree of animofity and dif- 
** cord had long fince arifen in Rohilcund, 
“ and each perfon was employed in (nay, 
was earneftly bent upon) the eradication 

of 
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of his neighbour ; and in order to ctkdi 
«* the deftru(Sion and overthrow of his 
“ own immediate kindred and connect 
** tions, was ready to enter into league 
** with foreigners and ftrangers: the event 
** was what might be expe&ed, — what 
** indeed foon appeared in the courfe of 
the fncceeding occurrences.”*—In fuel* 
circumftances, it is not furprifing that, 
even at this awful moment, when a foreign 
enemy was about to overwhelm them, the 
chiefs were fo dubious of each other that 
no general fyftem of defence was adopted, 
nor any orders executed with the promp¬ 
titude and alacrity neceffary in fo critical 
a juncture. 

Such was the ruinous fituation of affairs 
in the Rohilla camp, when the combined 
armies of Suja-al-Dowlah and his Britilh 
allies entered their country on the lath 
day of April, 1774*. 

On 

* As t;he writer has been defirous (for very ob¬ 
vious reaforjs) to adhere clofely to the account given 

b T 
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On the allied army crofling the river 
fKirra* (which interfe&sthe fouthern boun¬ 
dary of Rohilcupd near Shawbad) feveral 
Zimeendars, and fome governors of dif- 
trifls upon the borders, came in to the Vi¬ 
zier and threw themfelves upon his mer¬ 
cy ; and were permitted to remain unmo- 
lefted in their habitations: but, as it was 
judged imprudent to leave any (helter to 
thofe, who by their behaviour appeared to 
be inimicably inclined, and who, as the 
army advanced, might, by returning to 
their habitations, be the means of inter¬ 
rupting the free communication with the 
Vizier’s country, and cutting off the fup- 
plies, his troops burned and deftroyed the 
villages of fuch as had refufed to fubmit, 
or had abandoned them on his approach. 

Fyzoola 


by the Ko^il'a, in his relation of the fubfequent 
tranfa&ions, he hopes that this motive will be con- 
ftderedas a fufficient apology for any inaccuracies that 
may appear in it; he has blended the Englijh account 
with it, as far as is confiftent with his adherence to 
the other. 
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Fyzoola Khan now became fo fenfible of 
the inability of the Rohilla forces to refill 
the power which was brought againft 
them, that he repeatedly applied to Haafiz 
Rahmut, intreatiug him, if poflible, to 
come to an accommodation with the 
Vizier, and offering himfelf to undertake 
the payment of his demands, by exerting 
his intereft with the other chiefs, and per- 
fuading them to contribute to the dil- 
charge of them ;—but Hafiz, with a wil¬ 
ful perverfenefs which ieemed to urge 
him to his fate, declined accepting of any 
of thofe overtures, and determined, at 
all events, to try his fortune in the field. 

On the 17th of April, Hafiz, who af- 
fumed the chief command of the Rohilla 
army, marched with his whole force, con- 
filling of about twenty-four thoufand 
horl'e and foot, four thoufand rocket men, 
and fixty pieces of cannon and amuzettes, 
and the next day took poll near the village 
of Cutterah, on the banks of the Bogga , 

ids 
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bis rear end one of his flanks being cover-* 
ed by that river. 

Colonel* Champion; who was comman¬ 
der in chief of the Britilh and Vizier’s 
forces, advanced on the 20th to Shahjehan- 
pdre, and on the two fucceeding days made 
ibme feints, as if he intended to take a 
circuit and advance into the interior part 
of the country, without coming to ac¬ 
tion; the apprehenfion of which would 
conftrain the Rohillas to relinquish the ad¬ 
vantages of the judicious pofition they had 
chofen. 

Hafiz Rahmut, who had for two days 
expected to fee the enemy, and kept his 
troops under arms for fevcral hours each 
morning to be in readinefs for their re¬ 
ception, confiderably relaxed his vigilance 
when he found that, inftead of coming 
direftly upon him, they were employed 
in meafures which indicated an intention 
of turning his rear, and thereby cutting 
off* bis communication with Owlah - and 

Barellee 
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Barellee, from whence alone the Rohtllas 
could draw the fupplies neceflfcry to their 
fubfiftence. Alarmed at this idea, he made 
fome change in his portion, with an in¬ 
tention of retreating to the laft of'thefe 
towns, fhould circumftances render this 
meafure neceflary. 

On the 22d, the Britifh commander, 
finding that his manoeuvres had produced 
their intended effedt, made the neceflary 
preparation for a diion, and marching the 
next morning at two o’clock, without beat 
of drum, threw his baggage and followers 
into a fmall fort which had been deferted 
by the enemy, and came within view of 
the Rohilla camp a little after fun-rife. 

Nothing could exceed the aflonifhment 
of Hafiz Rahmut, when he underflood 
that the whole army of the enemy were 
drawn upin battle array, within cannon fhot 
of his encampment, after having beat in the 
out-pofted guards, who were the firft mef- 
fengers of the alarm. He direfily mount¬ 
ed 
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ed hi& elephant in order to go forth and 
reconnoitre their polition, whiift in the 
jnean time the Rohillas were thrown into 
a general confufion by the near and unex¬ 
pected approach of their adverfaries.——— 
Hafiz Rahmut, when he rode out, had 
negleCted to order the Nekkdreh (or alarm 
drum) to beat, fo that a considerable time 
elapfed before any line was formed, or the 
artillery prepared for aCtion, and no ge¬ 
neral plan of operations having been fet¬ 
tled, nor any' orders received, every leader 
aCted as he thought proper.—About four 
thoufand of their infantry, feeing things 
in fuch dilorder, retired, panick {truck, 
from the field; and when Hafiz returned 
to the camp, he found a great part of the 
troops ready to follow their example ; his 
prefence, however, reltored them tp lome 
degree of order, and infpired them with a 
refolution to make one brave effort for the 
prefervadon of their independence. 

Hafiz took his poll in the centre of the 
Afgau army, which was direCUy oppofed 

to 
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to the Britifh troops:—Fyzoola and Muf- 
takeem Khan, with fome of the other 
principal chiefs, led on that divifion of their 
forces oppofite to the corps of Litafet 
and the Vizier’s fepoys; and they were 
at this indant joined by Mahboola Khan 
and his brother Fittee Oolah, who had 
left Bifleeolee with their followers the pre¬ 
ceding day. 

The action confided principally of a 
cannonade, which was fupported above 
two hours with great fpirit on both fides, 
at fird at the didance of a thoufand yards, 
which, as the armies gradually advanced 
towards each other, was afterwards reduced 
to five hundred : the powder of the Ro- 
hillas being of a very bad quality, mod 
of their fhot fell fliort; and their rockets, 
although thrown in prodigious quantities, 
did but little execution ; whild a conti¬ 
nual fhower of balls fell upon their centre 
from the Englilh artillery, and made 
dreadful havock in their unwieldy co¬ 
lumns.— Many attempts were made by 
R Mudakeem 
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MuftakeemKhan and others to lead the 
pavalry to the charge, and to force the 
enemy’s flanks, but without effect.—At 
length, Hafiz, feeing the fpirit of the 
foldiers begin to droop under the fuperior 
fire of the Englifh, defcended from the 
elephant which he had hitherto rode, and 
ted an ordinary horfe, to convince 
his followers that he had no intention of 
efcaping, but was determined to conquer 
or die.—Very, fobn after this, he, on whom 
every thing depended, fell.— The center 
feeing the fate of their general, imme¬ 
diately began to give way; and in a few 
minutes the whole broke, and fled with 
precipitation, leaving their camp (which 
was ftill Handing) with all their baggage 
and artillery to the vigors. 

Immediately on the Rohillas giving way, 
fome bodies of the Vizier’s cavalry were 
detached in purfuit; and the flying troops. 
In order to fave themfelves from total de¬ 
ft ru£)ion, all feparated, and went off tq 

different 
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different places, fo that in a few hours the 
Rohilla army no longer exifted. 

The lofs fuftained by the Vizier and his 
Allies in this decilive aftion was incon- 
fiderable; but that of the Afgans was not 
lefs than two thoufand killed and woun¬ 
ded ; and their whole fy ftem fullered an 
irreparable blow in the death of their gal¬ 
lant leader. 

Thus fell Hafiz R&hmut, who (not- 
withstanding his low original) whether Wc 
confider him as a foldier or a ftatefman* 
was certainly entitled to fome degree of 
refpeft.—As the director of a factious and 
diftr^&ed government, he by the fupe- 
riority of his talents and addrefs kept to¬ 
gether its feveral parts much longer, cer¬ 
tainly, than could have been expe&ed, 
confidering the nature of the people with 
whom he had to deal, and the unfortu¬ 
nate events under which they laboured.— 
His perfonal bravery and firmnfcfs - in the 
hour of danger would have enabled the 
R 2 Rohillas 
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Rohillas to fupport themfelves with fuc- 
cefs again ft all their foreign enemies, and 
|o have prote&ed their dominion from the 
paany calamities in which it had been in¬ 
volved for fome years paft, had he been 
properly fupported by his colleagues; and 
it was this fpirit that determined him, on 
the failure of every other refource, to 
prefer an honourable death to an inglorious 
fubmiffion. — But, however praifeworthy 
Jiis conduct in fhefe fituations may appear, 
the circumftances of his rife to power, as 
well as the ufe he often made of that 

power when acquired,-muft detratt 

greatly from his merit!—and it remains 
to be regretted that fuch happy endow¬ 
ments fhould have been blended with the 
moft rpifehievous of all vices, and that a 
grafping and unprincipled ambition fhould 
have induced him to betray the truft of 
his friend, and ufurp the inheritance of 
his wards, in a manner which tarnifhes 
*11 his great qualities and throws a per¬ 
petual flur on his memory; nor was the 
£at$ he <n?t with lefs deferved than it has 
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been, by numbers, pitied and lamented *: 
but, to return.— 

Fyzoola Khan and his brother Mahum- 
med-Yar, who had both exerted them* 


* It is here neceflary to remark that, (among a 
multitude of fimilar errors) this perfon has been con¬ 
founded with Hafiz , the famous poet of Shir&z y who 
flourifhed above four hundred years ago.—It is much 
to be lamented that the warmth and eagernefs of po¬ 
litical refentments, (however laudable their motives) 
fhouldfometimes ftimulatethemoft eminent charadlers, 
by haftily adopting all circumftances which can tend to 
aggravate imputed guilt, and putting them together 
without a fufficient inquiry into the foundation of 
them, to fully the pure and Ample beauty of Truth > 
which needs not the turgid inflation of unfounded 
rhapfody to fupport it :— a Hafiz Rahitiut, the mod 
<c eminent of their chiefs,— as famous throughout the 
“ eajl for the elegance of his literature and the fpirit of 
u his poetical compofitions [by which he fupported the name 
“ of Hafiz) as for his courage, was invaded *, w &c* 
&c. — ■ Hafiz was neither a poet nor a man of letters. 
-—His original name was Rahrrtut Khan The title 
of Hafiz (angiice, the protester) he afterwards af- 
fumed, as being expreflive of his rank and office. 

* Parliamentary Regifter, No. LXXVT. page *05. 

R 3 ib Ives 
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felves with much gallantry in the fore* 
going a&ion, when they heard that Hafiz 
was killed, ufed every effort to keep their 
troops together. — Fyzoola had attempted 
to make a charge upon Litftfet’s corps ; in 
this, however, he failed ; and the Afgans 
faw the Britifh lipe advancing upon them 
in fuch excellent order that, dreading the 
effects of their mufquetry, neither the up- 
braidings nor intreaties of tbeir leaders 
could induce them to ftand ; and they rode 
off the field at full gallop, hurrying them 
along with them.-—Fyzoola Khan, feeing 
the army totally difperfed, fled in defpair 
to Rampore ; and taking from thence his 
family and valuable effects, retired, by the 
route of Patterghurr, to the ftrong pafs in 
the Cumrabw hills above Lolldong, which 
had twice before ferved as a place of re¬ 
fuge to his countrymen ; and here he was 
daily joined by numbers who preferred the 
defperate chance of this laft refource to 
fubmiflion to the enemy on any terms. 


Nothing could exceed the terror and 

confufion 
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confufion of the Afgans throughout Ro* 
hilcund, on learning the difaftrous ifl'ue 
of a battle which at once annihilated their 
power and decided the fate of their do¬ 
minion ; and the news wa$ quickly fpread 
abroad with all the exaggerations which 
commonly accompany the relation of any 
general and unexpected calamity.—Neither 
were their fears confined to the progtefs of 
the victorious army. Wherever the defeat 
of the Rohillas became known, the Hin¬ 
doo Zimeendars (each of whom is poflef- 
fed of a ftrong hold attaching to the chief 
village of his diftriCt) Ihut their forts, and 
refufing their late mafters fuccour or pro¬ 
tection, plundered, without diftinCtion, 
all whom they found flying towards the 
hills ^ fo that numbers of the Afgans, 
who would otherwife have joined their 
countrymen at Lolldong, returned to their 
homes, and there quietly waited the event. 
— Many more, indeed, were encouraged, 
to this by the generous and temperate con¬ 
duct of the Britifh troops, whole charac- 
teriftick virtues were not more difplayed 
R 4 by 
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by their gallantry in the late engagement, 

than by their humanity after it.-In 

tile clofe of the action, whilft yet ftufhed 
with recent victory, they advanced by di- 
vifions, and marched through the Ro- 
hilla camp with all the difciplined cool- 
nefs and regularity of a review; not a 
man offering to leave his poft, or to feize 
on any part of the fpoil which was fcatter- 
ed over the plain around them : and on 
the fame evening all the wounded Ro- 
hillas who appeared to be in a curable 
(late were taken into the Englifh hofpital, 
and attended with the fame care as their 
own people; and thefe circumftances un¬ 
doubtedly contributed not only , to the re¬ 
putation of the conquerors, but to the fa¬ 
cility of their fubfequent fuccefs. 

On the final flight of the Afgans, Ma- 
hommed-Yar Khan, attended by the Buxv 
and the Khanfaman, went off to Ovvlah, 
where they arrived the fame afternoon, 
and fpeut the night in all the confufion of 
diftraded councils and unavailing lamenta¬ 
tions. 
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tions. In the morning, the two mitiiftera 
having colle£ted together their families and 
treaftires, proceeded to the hills by the 
way of Bifloolee and MoradabSd, and 
joined Fyzoola Khan, (who, on the death 
of Hafiz affumed the chief command) at 
Lolldong. Mahummed-Yar Khan accom¬ 
panied the minifters to Bifioolee, and from 
thence went with a few attendants through 
Sumbull to Fyrozabad, where he found 
Mahummed Allee Khan, a perfon of in¬ 
fluence and experience, and an old retainer 
of his father’s. To him he declared his 
intentions of proceeding to Lolldbng to 
join his brother, but was difl'uaded from 
this defign by the arguments of Mahum¬ 
med Allee, who affured him ** that he 
“ could not poflibly pafs through the 
** country in fafety, as the Zimeendars 
“ were all up in arms :—that, as the fa* 
** rnily of Doondce Khan ftill remained 
“ at Bifl’oolee, and thofe of Hafiz Rahmut 
** with all their effe&s, at Peeleabete, he, 
“ who poflefled nothing , might furely re- 
“ tire to his own habitation without ap- 

44 prehenfion 
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“ prehenGon of danger, and thereby avoid 
M expofing his family to almofl inevitable 
“ deft ruction from the intenfe heats of the 
♦* prefent fqpfon ; and the late conduct of 
“ the Englifh evinced that he had more to 
“ hope from their kindnefs than to feat 
** from their refentment.”-In confor¬ 

mity to this advice, Mahummed-Y&r Khan 
retired to his own place of refidence at 
Owlah. 

Mahboola Khan, and his brother Fittee 
Oolah, depending much upon the afTur- 
ances which they had received from the 
Vizier previous to the battle of Cutterah, 
(although they had forfeited all title to 
this dependance by joining their friends in 
the engagement) retired to Bififoolee, their 
own city, and thsre remained. 

The Begum widow of Sydoola Khan* 
(who refided at Owlah) on learning the 
death of Hafiz Rahmut, and the defeat of 
the Rohilla forces, immediately difparched 
a mefieuger to Suja-al-Dowlah, “ requefiv 

“ ing 
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«« ing to know his pleafure with refpedt to 
*« her, whether he meant that fixe fhould 
«« furrender up her effects, or rely upon 
44 his generofity”.———In reply to this the 
Vizier immediately ordered two of his 
confidential fervants to wait upon the Be¬ 
gum—** to afiure her of his favourable in* 
“ tentions towards her, and to requefther 
“ not for a moment to admit any doubt or 
“ apprehenfion into her mind, nor by ill* 
“ grounded fears to difl'eminate confufiou 
“ and terror in the city of Owlah :—that 
44 her annual allowance, which, under the 
44 Rohilla chiefs, had never exceeded fifty 
44 thoufand rupees per annum, fhould be 
44 increafed to fomething more proportion- 
44 able to her rank and fituation ; and that 
44 (he might hope for every thing from his 
future kindnefs.” Confiding in thefe de¬ 
clarations, the Begum remained at Owlah, 
and thereby preferved the tranquillity of 
the city, where there was no more ap¬ 
pearance of difturbauce or diforder than if 
nothing extraordinary had happened. 


The 
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The family of Hafiz Rahmut, with a 
torpid apathy which is not ealy to be ac¬ 
counted for, took no meafures either for 
flight or defence, but continued quietly in 
the fort of Peeleabete, apparently little 
moved by the late (to them) dreadful ca- 
taftrophe. Zoo-al-Fukkar Khan, Hafiz’s 
eldeft fon, who had fled to Barellee imme¬ 
diately after the battle, when he heard of 
Mahummed-Yar Khan being at Owlah, 
went and joined him at that place. 

Such were the immediate effe&s of the 
battle of Cutterah among the Rohillas : let 
us now return to the Vizier and his allies. 

A body of Suja-al-Dowlah’s horfe took 
poflcfiiou of the city of Barellee the night 
after the aftion. The viftors enamped on 
the 23d, and the fucceeding day near the 
field of battle, and, on the 25th, leaving 
Baiellee on their left, marched towards 
Peeleabete.-The family of Hafiz Rah¬ 

mut, on hearing of the Vizier’s approach, 
were rather pleafed than alarmed at the in¬ 
telligence. 
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telligence, as their greateft dread arofe 
from the apprehenflon of fome of the Ro- 
hillas taking this opportunity to retaliate 
upon them the former exa&ions of their 
deceafed chief; againft which they hoped, 
under the flicker of the Engliih or 
the Vizier, to find a permanent protec¬ 
tion.—In fliort,” (fays the narra¬ 
tor) “ misfortune and infatuation was 
“ their lot, in that they did not think 
of taking refuge in the intrenchments at 
** the foot of the hills, which were at fo 
“ inconfiderable a diftance, and where, 
“ under the guardianfhip of Fyzoola 
** Khan, their honour and their property 
“ would have remained fecure and un~ 
** touched, and they would have experi- 
“ enced every kind of attention and re- 
“ gard from that benignity for which he 
is fojuftly famed.” The event, indeed, 
foon evinced the folly of their inactivity.— 
The garrifon had already abandoned the 
place; fo that, upon the allied troops ap¬ 
pearing before it, it was furrendeted with¬ 
out any reflftance; and the family of Hafiz 

Rahmut 
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fcahmut, together with fuch treafure, 
Jewels, &c. as remained from the wreck of 
his fortune, fell into the hands of the Vi¬ 
zier without ftipulation or condition ; and 
the next day all the women and children of 
the Haram were put into pelanquins and 
other covered carriages, and fent off under 
a ftrong guard to Owlah, whither the Vi¬ 
zier accompanied them. 

Two days after the furrender of Peelea- 
bete, the Englilh troops fell back to Barel- 
lee, where they remained for fome time, 
the commander in chief meaning to canton 
there during the enfuing rainy lealon; 
however, at the requeft of the Vizier, they 
removed from hence, and marched to Bif- 
loolee. At this place they found Nudjiff 
Khan, who, in purfuanc* of his promife, 
had brought along with him a body of fix 
thoufand men to aflift in the reduction of 
the Rohillas, but arrived too late to have 
any lhare in the foregoing fervice. 

The two brothers, Mahboola Khan and 

Fitte . 
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Fittee Oolah, when they beheld the fate 
of Hafiz Rahmut’s family, began to enter¬ 
tain fome doubts of the Vizier’s intentions 
with refpeC to themfelves, efpecially as 
they were confcious that by their breach, 
of a private agreement previoufly under- 
ftood, (in joining Hafiz Rahmut in the 
battle, notwithftanding their acceptance 
of the overtures from the Vizier) they 
mull in fome meafure be confidercd 
as having forfeited that protection to 
which they might otherwife have laid 

claim :-they therefore now refolved to 

divide the hazard , by one of the brothers 
proceeding to pay his refpeCs to the Na¬ 
bob, whilft the other fhould remain atBif- 
foolee (where their families and treafures 
were depofited) and aC as circumftanceS 
might direC.—Accordingly, Fittee Oolah 
Khan proceeded to the Vizier’s camp at 
Barellee, and there, before he would ven¬ 
ture to appear, folicited the mediation of 
Salar Jung (the Vizier’s uncle) in his fa¬ 
vour.—Some of his friends endeavoured to 
difluade the Rohilla from taking this flep, 
and advifed him rather to apply to the Bri- 
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lift commander “ as it was well knoww 
** that when the English " word was 
41 pledged it could be relied on ; whereas, 
** no faith could be placed either in the 
41 Vizier himfelf or in any of his officers.” 
Fittee Oolah, however, rejected this 
falutary council; and procuring an intro- 
du&ion to the Vizier the next day, imme¬ 
diately after being difmiflcd from audience 
he was ordered into confinement.—In the 
interim, Mafiboola Khan waited at Bif- 
foolee, under much anxiety to hear of his 
brother’s fuccefs, and would have availed 
himfelf of the intelligence he received con¬ 
cerning his reception, by removing with 
the mod valuable part of his treafure to 
join his countrymen at Lolldbng; but his 
intention was at once fruftrated by the un* 
expefied appearance of Nudjiff Khan, who 
arrived fit BifToolee the fame evening, and 
either gueffing the Rohilla’s defign, or 
being furnifhed with previous inftru&ions, 
placed guards around his houfe, fo that all 
hope of efcape was extinguifhed; and thus 
both the brothers experienced the natural 

cffc&s 
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effects of their indecifive and trimming 
policy.——Had they boldly reje&ed the 
Vizier's infidious offers in the fir ft in- 
ftance, and openly and gallantly (hared 
the fortunes of their countrymen in 
their laft retreat, their honour would ftill 
have remained untouched, and theirperfons 
free ; but, by acceding to the Vizier’s of¬ 
fers, and afterwards appearing againft him 
in battle, they entailed upon themfelves 
univerfal odium, and at the fame time in* 
curred his implacable relentment. 

The day before the arrival of the allied 
army at Biftoolee, Mahummed-Y&r Khan 
came in, and being prefen ted to the Vizier 
by his fervants Mirza Ramzanee and Mir- 
za Ag&, was very favourably received; nor 
did he ever afterwards fuffer any molefta- 
tion either in his perfon or family. Num¬ 
bers of the other Rohillas, who had not ac- 
companied their countrymen in their flight, 
on hearing this, came in, and found afimi- 
lar reception* 


S 


From 
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From Owlah the Vizier wrote circular 
letters to all the remaining Afgaas of any 
note throughout the country, defiring 
them, to continue quietly in their dwel- 
lings, and giving them the moft folemn 
aflurances of prote&ion. Thefe delarations 
were in general attended with their full ef¬ 
fect ; in a few weeks all the country fouth 
of Bampore was put entirely into thepof- 
feflion of the Vizier, and every thing was 
foon reduced to perfect tranquillity. 

Shortly after his arrival at Biffoolee, the 
Vizier fent off the fbns of Doondee Khan, 
their wives and children, together with 
the family aid immediate retainers of Ha¬ 
fiz Rahmut, and numbers of the Afgan 
inhabitants of Barellee, Owlah, Biffoolee, 
and other places, to Allehabad, under the 
conduit of his brother-in-law, the Na¬ 
bob Salar Jung** 

Ou 


# Much has been faid of the (xccjpvi cruelties prac- 
tifed by Suja-ai-Dowlah on his Rohilla prifoners, and 

in 
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On the commencement of the rainy fea- 
fon, Suja-al-Dowiah and his allies built 
temporary quarters of cantonment in the 
neighbourhood of Biftbolee, where a Hin¬ 
doo named Beafs Riye (who had been the 
Dewfin of Hafiz Rahmut) infinuated 
himfclf into the Vizier’s favour, by giving 
him information refpe&ing the fecret de- 
pofits of treafure, 6 cc. among the Rohil- 
las, and being himfelf forward in commit¬ 
ting afts of oppreffion upon them.—-To 
this man Suja-al-Dowlah rented the con¬ 
quered country, at the rate of two hrores 
of rupees per annum ; but he was loon after 
difplaced on account of his nlalverfations; 
the whole body of the people making loud 


in particular, on the family of Hafiz Rahmut; the 
above, however, it all that is mentioned by the Rohilla 
narrator upon this fubje&; and, notwithflanding 
every poflible inquiry, the writer has never been able 
to difcover a fingledocument from which he might af- 
certain any one particular of this alledged ill ufage, 
unlefs the inconveniences neceflarily attendant upon 
tonfinmtnX and removal are to be termed fuch. 

S 2 complaints 
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complaints of the fufferings to which they 
i*etB fuhje&ed under his adoiiniflratkm. 

Fyzooia Khan, on flying to the hills, 
perceiving the ruinous ftate of the Afgan 
caufe, refolved to attempt every expedient 
to fcreen himfelf from that deftru&ion in 
which the fortunes of fo many of his 
countrymen were already involved j and 
hoped to obtain, by negotiation, a happier 
and more honourable fettlement than the 
prefent fituation of affairs afforded him any 
profpeft of procuring by other means. 
Many circumstances, indeed, were in his 
favour.—As the eldefl: remaining fon of Al¬ 
ice Mabummed, he was the oftenfible heir 
to his poflefiions, however furreptitioufly 
thefe pofieflions were obtained: the injus¬ 
tice done him by his guardians, his inno¬ 
cence with refpedt to the origin of the war, 
and his amiable character and manners 
(independant of other circumflances) all 
contributed to plead ftrongly in his behalf, 
—He therefore wrote to the commander in 

chiif 
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chief of the Britiih forces at Bifloolee, propo- 
fing, through the mediation of the Englifh, 
to come to terms with the Vizier; and, on 
the 19th of May he deputed an Afgan 
named Abdureen Khan, to negotiate with 
Colonel Champion.—The Vakeel had in¬ 
fir unions to propofe three feveral modes of 
adjuftment. The mod fcazible of thefe was, 
** that his matter fhould hold the whole of 
“ Kutt&her in fealty of the Vizier, paying 
“ him an annual tribute of forty lacks of 
“ rupees,—the Britifh government to re- 
“ ceive from him a donation of thirty lacks 
“ (on the part of the Company) as a re- 
** compence for their good offices in influ- 
“ encing the Vizier to accede to thefe 
“ terms.”—The commander in chief wrote 
to the Council at Calcutta, firongly re¬ 
commending the propriety of their procu¬ 
ring this or fome fimilar compromife in be¬ 
half of the Rohilla chief: the Council, 
however, declined any interference between 
the principals in the war, under an appre- 
henfion (probably not ill-founded) that the 
Vizier might be led to explain fuch an in- 
S 3 terpofitioQ, 
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terpofition into a breach of their treaty with 
him, which would afford him a pretext for 
not fulfilling his part of it; and they 
moreover objected to the propofed meafure 
on grounds of political expediency *. 

This 


* The fubftance of the arguments ufed as reafons 
for the Briti/h government declining to interfere be¬ 
tween the Vizier and Fyzoola Khan on this oceafion 
is contained in the following extradl of a letter written 
by Mr. Haftings, in anfwer to the reprefentations of 
the commander in chief concerning it. 

“ WE engaged to affift the Vizier in reducing the 
u Rohilla country under his dominion, that the boun- 
41 dary of his pofleflions might be completed by the 
** Ganges forming a barrier to cover them from the 
,c attacks and infults to which they wereexpofed, by 
“ his enemies either pofTefiing, or having accefs to, 
“ the Rohilla country : this our alliance with him, 
44 and the neceflity of maintaining this alliance fo long 
a as he and his fuccefTors jfliall deferveour prote&ion, 
u rendered advantageous to the Company’s intereft; 
•* becaufe the fecurity of his poffeffions from invafiona 
4< in that quarter is> in effcft, the fecurity of our’s : 
%i but if the Rohilla country is delivered to Fyzoola 
“ Khan, the advantages propofed from this meafure 

will 


41 
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This negotiation neceflarily occupied 
iome time. Fyzoola Khan, however, did 
not in the interim negleft any medlures 
which might be requifite to enable him to 
make a vigorous defence in the laft refort. 
On his arrival at Lolldong, he had ifl'ued 
proclamations, inviting all the Afgnns to 
join his Aandard there.—During the in¬ 
terval of fufpenfion of hoftilities, every 
means had been ufed by intrenchments and 
barricadoes to render the poll at this place 
as tenable as poffible ; and multitudes of 
Rohillas, who would never otherwife have 


will be totally defeated. The fame objections from 
“ the Vizi* w ‘ll take place again!! him as ngainft Ha- 
“ fiz Rahmuthe will be aftuated by the fame prin¬ 
ciples of felf-defence, and the fame impreffions of 
“ fc ar, to feek. the protection of other powers againft 
“ the Vizier, and of courfe, will create the famejea- 
“ loufies and fufpicions in the mind of the Vizier, 
“ with the additional and ftrong incentive of a mutual 
animofity, and of an enormous debt, which, pro¬ 
bably, fyzoola Khan will find no means to get 
“ clear of, but by engaging in boftilities againft th« 
“ Vizier.” 

S 4 
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thought of .,copying, Were drive»,byithe 
exa^tipW of the renter apdi^is agents, .to 
feek an afylum here; ipfomuch that* be¬ 
fore the rains were yet fuljyfet in, fpeh 
intelligence was received of the fixation, 
and daily augmenting ftrength of the Air 
gans, as made it neceflary, notwithftand-. 
ing the feyerity of the feaibu, to proceed 
again# them without lols of time. There 
\yere, moreover, other cogent reafons for. 
puling the operations to a final conclu- 
fion at this period.—;It was reported that 
the Vizier had entered into an agree¬ 
ment with the Emperor Shah Aulum, be¬ 
fore the commencement of the Rohilla 
war* engaging to make over to his Majefty 
a moiety of whatever territory he Ihould 
acquire either in the Dodb or jn Rohil- 
cund ; in confiderftion of which agree¬ 
ment he had received, as Vizier of the Em¬ 
pire, a royal firman , “ authorizing him to re- 
‘ ‘ duce the Afgap rebels in Rohilcund to obe- 
“ dicope.:’’ and he was now honoured with 
alerter from the Emperor, “ congratulating - 
“ htmjn the warmeft terms on his late fut> 

“ cefs* 
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** cefs, and hinting at the expeSedfidfitmiekt 
** of bis engagements." Theft expectations 
on the part of the Emperor, whatever theii 
foundation might be, would have given 
the Vizier little concern ; but advices 
were at'this time received that the Mahrat- 
tas had fettled their political disputes (all 
their internal commotions having fubfided 
in confequence of the expulfon of Kago- 
net Row) and were again ready to carry 
their arms to the northward. This left 
Efficient room to forefee that the Em¬ 
peror might renew his connections with 
them ; and as Suja-al-Dowlah, whether 
the alledged compact had ever been really 
executed or not, was now determined 
againft acceding to his demands, it was to 
be apprehended that he would make uft of 
the Mahrattas to enforce them ; and the 
Vizier was aware that if he delayed pro¬ 
ceeding againft the remaining part of the 
Rohilla forces until the dry weather, tfc 
the Ganges, on the falling of the waters, 
became fordable in many parts below the 
poft then occupied by the Afgans, he muft. 
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by advancing, have left thefe pafiages con- 
fiderably in his rear, which would have 
given his enemies opportunities to make in- 
curfions, and lay wafte his dominions du¬ 
ring his abfence on lo remote a fervice.-- 
Thefe confiderations made the Vizier ex¬ 
ceedingly anxious to bring the fubjugatiou 
of Rohilcund to a fpeedy and decifive iffue. 
—Accordingly, at his repeated folicitation 
and intreaty, the army again took the field, 
evacuating their cantonments at Biffooleeon 
the 30th clay of July, about the middle of 
the rainy fcalon. 

There were, on the route to Lolldong, 
many pofts, the defence of which by the 
Rohillas, might have greatly retarded the 
progrefs of the allied troops at fuch a fca- 
fbn ; but they were lo much diipirited by 
the total defeat they had fuflained in the 
field, and fuch diffractions prevailed in 
their councils after that event, that none of 
them had attempted to occupy any of thefe 
favourable iituations, hut, abandoning the 
plain country altogether, had retired -to 

their 
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their intrenchments in the hills; the army, 
therefore, proceeded entirely unmolested, and 
took pofleflion of the town of Nijeebab&d, 
and the fort of Pattergurr, (lituated about 
twenty miles from Lolldong) without re¬ 
finance.—The army encamped for foma 
days, in the neighbourhood of this place ; 
and a negotiation was here opeued between 
the Vizier and Fyzoola Khan, but without 
any effe£; the Rohilla chief demanding 
fuch terms of capitulation as were regarded 
by the Vizier to be very extravagant and 
inadmiffible, confidering the ftate to which 
he was reduced.—On the 28th of Auguft 
the allied army made a forward movement 
to Mohunpore, a village near Byceghaut 
on the Ganges, which brought them with¬ 
in lefs than fifteen miles from the enemy; 
and from hence was formed a chain of 
polls, fo diflributcd as totally to intercept 
any fuppiies of provifions from being car¬ 
ried into the Rohilla intrenchments. This 
meafure decided the fate which had been 
fo long impending, and was now about to 
overthrow the laft remains of the Rohilla 

power. 
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power. The fupplies which the Afgans 
drew from the hills in their rear were far 
from being fufficient for their fupport, as 
their number amounted to upwards of 
forty thoufand; and to add to their diftrefs, 
a peftilential diforder (owing to the want 
of room and the unhealthinefs of fheir 
fituation) broke out among them* and 
carried off many every day. But, not- 
withftanding the diftrefs in which they 
were involved, Fyzoola Khan ftill conti¬ 
nued to hold out with determined firmnefs 
and refolution (fuch as could have been lit¬ 
tle expe&ed from the general tenor of his 
chara&er) hoping, by his perfeverance, fo 
far to delay the ifl'ue of the waf, that fome 
favourable circumftances might fall out in 
the interim, which would conftrain the Vi¬ 
zier tocome to an accommodation upon terms 
more honourable than thofe of abfolute and 
unconditional fubmiffion. Near a month was 
fpent in treating on a variety of propofitions 
advanced by the Rohilla Vakeels as the ba¬ 
fts of a treaty of adjuftment. The general 
fcope of thefe was, that Fyzoola Khan 

fhould 
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fhould pay the Vizier a large fum in haod^ 
and rent of him either the wbolt or a part 
of Rohilcund, at a proportionable rate, 
taking upon himfelf the difburfement of 
all expences. The Vizier, however, con¬ 
ceived that thefe offers were by no means 
ade<|uate to the magnitude of the objed ; 
and, moreover, many reafons of found po¬ 
licy occurred to prevent his fuffering the 
Afgans to re-eftablifh themfelves with any 
confiderable degree of ftrength in that 
country, a circumftance which would, itt 
fad, have been utterly fubverfive of one Of 
the leading principles upon which the war 
had been undertaken.—Yet, as he was ex¬ 
tremely defirous to come to a fpeedy con- 
clufion, he propofed to grant to Fyzoola 
Khan a jagheer of fifteen lacks a year in the 
Doab, on condition of his delivering up one 
half of his treafure and effeds.—This offer 
was certainly very equitable, and would 
have fecured the Rohilla chief in much 
more than he had ever before pofleffed 
he was advifed, however, by the Buxy and 
theKhanfaman, to rejed this advantageous 

propofal. 
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propofal; upon which it was judged neceA 
{ary to take fuch meafures as would reduce 
him to a more fpeedy determi ‘ ; and 

accordingly, the main body of the Vizier's 
and English troops advanced from Mohun- 
p&re, and penetrating through the woods, 
took poll at the foot of the Cum mow hills, 
within two miles of the Afgan intrench- 
ments, throwing up fome redoubts and 
other works, (in light of the advanced pott 
of the Rohillas) .inch as indicated an inten¬ 
tion of aflaulting them in their lines. Still, 
however, the Rohillas continued to hold 
out with an obftinacy that feemed to increafe 
in proportion to the mifery which over¬ 
whelmed them.*—The Buxy and Khanfa- 
man, and fome other chiefs, who were par¬ 
ticularly apprehenlive of having offended 
the Vizier by the duplicity of their con¬ 
duct, were relolved, at all hazards, not to 
yield, except on fuch terms as might fe- 
cure them againft the effefts of his refent- 
tnent; whilft he, on the other hand, irri¬ 
tated at what he interpreted into a contu¬ 
macious rejection of his proffered grace, 

now 
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now determined to compel them to furren- 
der themfelves and their effects to his foie 
uncontrollable difpofal. 

But, whatever obftrudions the appre¬ 
hensions or animofities of the belligerent 
parties might throw in the way of an ami¬ 
cable adjuftment, things were now coming 

to a cribs-The Rohillas were reduced to 

the utmoft diftrefs ; fo that they could not 
poffibly hold out many days longer; and 
muft either have run the defperate chance 
of throwing themfelves upon the Vizier’s 
mercy, or endeavoured to make their efcape 
over the hills by the pafl'es and defiles 
which lead into the territories of Sirna~ 
gur and Kummdoon. The Vizier was not 
without apprehenfions of their making 
fuch an attempt, which, however deftruo 
tive it might be to them, w^ould at any rate 
deprive him of his expe£led fpoil ; and, in 
order to prevent it, he entertained foaae 
idea of {forming their intrenchments, a 
meafure, which in the prefent weak ftate 
of the Afgans, muft have been attended 

with 
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■with immediate fuccefs. Happily, the 
prudence of Fyzoola Khan, and the reli¬ 
ance he placed upon the mediating protec¬ 
tion of the Englilh, led him, at length, to 
preclude the neceflity of fuch a fanguinary 
ftejp. No more than four days provifiorfs 
now remained in his camp; even the 
horfes and camels had* been all confumed ; 
—the nature of the country in his rear, in¬ 
terfered by deep ravines, and covered with 
Impenetrable fbrefts, rendered a retreat 
impracticable, or, at leaft, likely to be at¬ 
tended with circumftances more fatally dc- 
ftruftive than even the fvvord of the ene¬ 
my ; and he conceived that he had ftill a 
refburce in the friendly interpofition of the 
Britilh commander in chief.—He therefore 
lent a meflage to Colonel Champion, tefti- 
fying his defire to come to him, in order 
that he might perfonally, through his 
means, effect an honourable accommoda¬ 
tion with the Vizier.—Upon the receipt of 
this menage, two Englifh officers were de¬ 
puted to conduCt the Rohilla chief into the 
Britifficamp, whither heaccompanied them 

on 



on the fecdnd day of Oitober; and, on the 
feventh of the fame month, the treaties of 
peace were agreed upon and finally con¬ 
cluded *. 

By this agreement, Fyzoola Khan had 
guaranteed to him the pofleflion of the 
di/lriits of Rampore and its dependencies, 
yielding an annual revenue of more than 
fourteen lacks of rupees.—In this was in¬ 
cluded the trait of territory which had 
formerly been allotted to him, in confor¬ 
mity to the will of his father Allee Ma- 
hummed, in the firft general partition 
made by the guardians. Such of the Af- 
gans, found in arms, as were not immedi¬ 
ately attached to Fyzoola Khan, (amount¬ 
ing to about twenty thoufand) together 
with a very few of their moft obnoxious 
leaders, were, by particular ftipulation, 
ordered to the weftward of the Ganges; 
and marching out of their lines, crofted 
that river under the conduit of Ahmed 
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ghan Boxy, and other chiefs. Thefe were 
rijfc only inhabitants of Rohilcund who 
Vere expelled from the country in confe- 
quence of the war:—the other Rohillas 
were permitted forthwith to quit their 
lines and to retire unmolefled to their re- 
fpe&ive places of abqcje. Although no 
ilipulation was exprefled in the treaty for 
the delivery of any part of the Rohilla 
property, yet t in confequence of a verbal 
agreement, and in confideration of the fa¬ 
vourable terms which were granted him, 
Fyzoola Khan paid to the Vizier one half 
of the treafure in his hands at the period 
of his furrender, amounting to about fif¬ 
teen lacks di rupees *. 

Fyzoola 


* The number of Rohillas banifhed to the weftward 
of the Ganges by the treaty of Lolldong, amounted 
(according to the mod authentick accounts) to feven. 
teen or eighteen thoufand men, (with their families) 
none being included in the fpirit of the treaty, except¬ 
ingfuck as were aflually found in arms. The Hindoo in¬ 
habitants, confiding of about feven hundred thoufand, 
were no otherwise ade&ed by it than experiencing a 

change 
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Fvzoola Khan, at his laft interview with 
the Vizier, requeued permiflion to carry his 
brother Mahummed-Yjir Khan with him 
to Rampore, which was immediately 
granted ; the Vizier at the fame time pro* 
mifing, as foon as the new arrangements in 
Kuttaher fhould be properly adjufted, to 
fettle on him a Jeyedad for his future fup- 
port. This bufinefs being finished, the 
Rohilla chief retired within a few days after 
to Rampore (the capital of the diftri&s fe* 


change of majlcrs t to which, in the courfeof the preced¬ 
ing revolutions, they had been frequently accuftomed. 

Having now brought the celebrated Rohilla war to 
a clofe, it may not be unamuiing to offer to the peru- 
fal of the reader a fummary of it, as delivered in another 
place .—“ The whole nation , with ineonfiderahie ex- 
“ ceptions, was flaughtered or baniihed*—The coun- 
“ try was laid wafle with fire and fword ; and that 
** land, diftinguiihed above moil others by the cheer- 
u ful face of paternal government and protected labour, 
the chofen feat of cultivation and plenty, is now 
m throughout a dreary defert t covered with ruflies and 
“ briars, and jungles full of wild beafts ! ! J 

* Parliamentary Regifter, 1781, No, LXXXVI. 
page $ 19. 

T 2 cured 
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cured to him by the treaty) defigning to 
.make it the place of his future refidence.— 
He carried with him five thoufand Rbhilia 
foldiers, whom he was allowed by the 
treaty to retain in his fervice. The Eng- 
lifh troops commenced their march down 
the country at the fame time ; but, at the 
requeft of the Vizier, they halted for fome 
weeks at Raroghaut, in order to be a check 
upon the neighbouring powers, in cafe of. 
their making any attempts upon thefe pro¬ 
vinces before they fhould be reftored to 
permanent tranquillity. 

A chief part of the Vizier’s troops were 
difperfed over the different diftritts of Ro- 
hilcund to fecure the new conquefts; whilft 
two of his generals, Himmet BeMdur and 
Amrao Gheer, were detached over the Gan¬ 
ges to Ferrochabad, where the weak and 
unhappy reprefentative of the Bungifh fa¬ 
mily, who had already given up his inde¬ 
pendence, agreed to pay an annual tribute 
to Suja-al-Dowlah and his fucceflors, and 
not to keep any force of his own, but to 

truft 
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truft the protection of his territory, and the 
collection of his revenues to the troops and 
Aumils of the Nabob of Owde, 

Suja-al-Dowlah accompanied die army 
on their return as far as Bifeghaut, from 
whence he proceeded to BilToolee, and 
from thence to Fyzabad, where he died 
fhortly after, in confequence of a diforder 
with which he had been long afflicted; 
and was fucceeded by his eldeft fon Mirza 
Amanee, under the title of Afuph-al-Dow- 
lah. 

This event, which only twelve months 
before might have excited the molt violent 
commotions, was not now attended with* 
the fmalleft obftruCtion or diforder. Suja- 
al-Dowlah, confcious of his approaching 
end, had made a difpofition of his forces, as 
well for the fecurity of his old dominions, 
as for that of his late acquifitions ; and had 
taken every neceffary precaution for the 
prefervation of the publick tranquillity, 
with that good-judgement and fpund po- 

T 3 licy 
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licy which marked his chara&ec. But no¬ 
thing, perhaps, more effe&ually contribut¬ 
ed to thefe ends than the fubjugation of 
Rohilcund. Had not that expedition taken 
filace, Hafiz Rahmut and the other Afgan 
chiefs, who were eager to feize on all oppor¬ 
tunities for theiraggrandizement, would not 
have failed to blow into a flame that'fpirit 
of tumult and fediiion which, in eaftern 
governments, conftantly attends the fuc- 
ceflion of an inexperienced young man, in 
hopes of gaining fomething amidft the ge¬ 
neral confufion.——In Suja-al-Dowlah’s 
court exifted a number of parties of oppo- 
fite interefts and inclinations; one faction 
in particular was fufpe&ed to be devoted to 
his fecond foil, whom the Rohilla leaders, 
either for percuniary reward, or the ceflRon 
'of u fniall portion of territory, would have 
Readily agreed to affift in the deftruftion of 
his elder brother ; and the undifturbed fa¬ 
cility'With which Afiiph-al-Dowlahi at¬ 
tained his‘ inheritance may be regarded as 
the fi’rft good effe& of the fubjugation of 
the Afgan power. 


Fyzoola 



ROHILLA AfGANS. 273 

Fyzoola Khan, on his arrival at Ram* 
pore, fettled upon his brother Mahummed 
YUr an annuity of fifty thoufand rupees; 
but the latter did not long enjoy the fruits 
of his brother’s generofity, as he had been 
for fome time pad affliited with the {tone, 
of which diforder he died iu December, 

1 774 - 

Fyzoola Khan, now the only remaining 
fon of Allee Mahummed, was certainly a 
confiderable gainer by the terms of the 
peace w ith Suja-al*Dowlah ; as he thereby 
fecured to himfelf the actual pofleflion of 
as much territory as he could ever have 
held under the Rohilla government ac¬ 
cording to his father’s will, and more than 
double in value and extent, of what he had 
been fuffered to enjoy under the adminiftra- 
tion of his guardians : nor can he be iu 
the lead apprehenfive that his rights, ex- 
prefled in the treaty, {hould be liable to 
infringement at any future period, whilft 
he continues to conduit himfelf with pro¬ 
priety, as the whole was, in tjie moll lo- 
T 4 lemn 
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lemn manner, ratified ip the name of the 
Eaft-India Company, by the Britifh com¬ 
mander in chief*. The countries ceded 
to Fyzoola Khan by the late convention in¬ 
clude the diftri&s of Hazrit-Naggur, Mo- 
radab&d, Shawbad and Rampore, the moft 
fertile traft in Rohilcund, being an extent 
of not lefs than feventy miles in length 
and thirty in breadth, the annual value of 
which has been already mentioned. For 
the protection of this territory he is per¬ 
mitted to keep up fuch a force as (with the 
occafional affiftance of the Englifh) will af- 
fordhim an ample defence againft invafion; 
and the tranquil mode of life he has 
adopted will prevent him from being hafti- 
ly engaged in any difputes with his neigh¬ 
bours. He with a laudable and unprece¬ 
dented geuerofity fettled annuities upon 


* The reader will be pleafed to carry in his mind 

that this account was wrote above ten years ago.- 

Since that period, Fyzoola Khan, doubtful of the va¬ 
lidity of the firft guarrantee, has procured a new one, 
under tlie direft authority of the Bengal government. 
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the fatqilies of fuch chiefs as had been kilo* 
Jed or died in the courfe of the preceding 
fervice ; and provided in a fimilar manner 
for all his principal adherents. He alio 
warmly interefted himfelf in behalf of the 
families of Hafiz Rahmut and Doondee 
Khan, (who were confined at AllehabAd *) 
and at length, afiifted by the importuni¬ 
ties of Sydoola Khan’s Begum, with the 
Nabob, and the mediation of Mr. Briftow, 
the Britifh refident in Oude, procured their 
releafe, together with that of all the other 
Rohilla prifoners, on paying a (mail ran- 
fom. 

The family of Hafiz Rahmut, on their 
releafe, proceeded to Lucknow, where 
they took up their refidence under the pro¬ 
tection of the Begum, who had interefted 
lierfelf in obtaining tHeir freedom ; and 
the houfe of Sefdar Jung (the Vizier’s un¬ 
cle) *was, at her inftance, given up for 
their accommodation. 


* Seepage 252. 
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Mahboola, and the other defendants of 
Doondee Khan, remained fome time at 
Lucknow, and were afterwards permitted 
to proceed to Kutt&her, where they now 
live. * 

Z&bita Khan, who is pofleffed of an ac¬ 
tive and enterprizing genius, although he 
loft that portion of his country which lay 
to the caftward of the Ganges, (which fell 
to Suja-al'Do\vi;:h with the reft of Rohil- 
cund) yet iiiR retains his claim to the 
poffefiions of ins father between that river 
and the Jumna. He made up a confidera- 
ble body of troops out of that part of the 
Rohilla army which had been ordered acrofs 
the Ganges agreeably to the convention of 
Lolldong ; and with thefe, fome Sics, and 
other adventurers, he has for fome yearspaft 
made himfelf of confiderable confequence 
in that quarter.—He has at different times 
endeavoured to make little predatory expe- 


* Here the Rohilla narrator finifhes his ilory. 

ditions 
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ditions into Rohilcund at the feafon when 
the Ganges is fordable in thofe parts ; but 
his force is not fufficiently powerful either 
in number or quality to render him any 
way formidable to his fouthern neigh¬ 
bours * 

Of the other chiefs it is ncedlefs to fay 
any thing particularly.—Totally deprived 
of that felf-created confequence which 
they had for a few years aflumed, they have 
funk back into their original infignificance. 
— Many of them have left the country, 
to fcek employment and plunder in other 
parts; and the few who remain poflcfs 
neither the means nor, perhaps, the incli- 


* Since this account was written, Zabita Khan, in 
confequence of the death of NudjuffKhan, acquired a 
confiderable lead in affairs at Delhi, which he would 
Hill have retained, had not the Mahrattas again inter* 
fered in that quarter.—— He died very lately, and hu 
been fucceeded by his fon Goolam Kldir Khan, under 
the title of Nijeeb al-Dowlah-Hofhe-Yar Jung. 

nation, 
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nation, to awaken the jealoufy of govern¬ 
ment by exciting difturbances. 

The country of Rohilcund, after having, 
for fome years paft, exhibited nothing but 
a fcene of repeated devaftation, was at 
length reftored to permanent tranquillity. 
The Hindoo farmers, who had been ufed, 
on every return of the dry feafon, to fee 
their dwellings dcftroyed and their lands 
laid wafte by bands of foreign depreda¬ 
tors, again ft whom their factious and tur¬ 
bulent mafters had not the power to defend 
them, have fince enjoyed their pofleffions 
in fecurity and repofe ; as, except the tri¬ 
fling and momentary incurfions of Z&bita 
Khan and the Sics above remarked, thefe 
provinces have been preferved in the moft 
perfect peace during the laft twelve years : 
a happinefs which it may be with truth af¬ 
firmed they had not for half a century be¬ 
fore experienced. 

Evident marks of the turbulence of for¬ 
mer times are ftill to be feenthefe, how¬ 
ever. 
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tve r, appeared in the towns and cities of 
Kuttdher , l6ng before the revolution which 
gave that country to our ally ; nor can this 
be deemed furprizing, if we cpnfider the 
ftate of this territory, continually fubjec* 
ted, as it was, either to the diffraction of 
inteftine broils, or the devaluation of fo¬ 
reign invafion.—The exertions of Allee 
Mahummed, the ftruggles of the Fowje- 
dars, and the efforts of Sefdar Jung in 
fupport of the Imperial authority, (which 
reduced the Rohillas exprefsly to the fam e 
ftate in which they flood at the period of 
the Lolldong convention) together with 
the incurfions of the Mahrattas in later 
times, all contributed to produce this ef¬ 
fect. Some part of this apparent decay, 
indeed, mud be attributed to the fudden and 
total overthrow of two opulent and power¬ 
ful families *, the circulation of whofe wealth 

gave 


* Thofe of Hafiz Rahmut and Doondte Khan, _The 

reader will readily perceive that thefe obfenrations are 
of a date confidcrably later than the preceding part of 

the 
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gave life to the cities they inhabited, and 
whole often tat ious magnificence appeared 
in the erection of baths> mofques and pa¬ 
laces, which are now falling to ruin.- . 

With relpeft to the bulk of the inhabi¬ 
tants, it is probable they have been but 
little eflfe&ed by the various revolutions 
theircountry has experienced.—Thecaufeof 
this has been already in part explained ;* nei- 
therlhould we be too hafty in forming difad- 
vantageous comparative conclufions, from a 
refle&ion on the evils which may appear to 
attend their prefent ftate,—evils which are 
to be attributed to a defective adminiftra- 
tioni capable of corre&ion and amend¬ 
ment, and not to any conferences 
rlly refulting from the laft of thefe revolu¬ 
tions —and, in fa£t, if this territory has 
been negligently or oppreflively governed 


the work, which, however, it would he highly impro¬ 
per to bring to a clofe without a few curfory remarks, 
not bnly on the immediate^ but alfo, on the prefent 
more rmett effefts, of the tranfa&ions here recoded* 
* III the Itilrodu&ory Hew* 

fince 
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fince its redu&ion, (as it moft certainly 
has been at times, and in Various degrees) 
it is not probable that it was much better 
governed, whilft under the uncertain rule 
of many contending matters, with that 
rule often Shifting from, one to another 
and if we add to this the circumttance of 
the country being, during its firft admini- 
ftration, involved in a ftate of almoft per¬ 
petual hottility, wc cannot fuppofe that a 
revolution which put a period to thefe ca¬ 
lamitous ditturbances can have dedutted 
from the felicity of the inhabitants ! — -■ 
Strong ideas, indeed, have been conceived 
(and propagated with the moft hyperboli¬ 
cal exaggeration) of the fuperior happi- 
nefs of the natives of Kuftdher under their 
former Lords, from parallels drawn between 
the prefent ftate of the other parts of this 
country, and that of the particular portion 
of it under the immediate adminiftration 
of Fyzoola Khan.-But before we pro¬ 

ceed to form a determinate judgement upon 
grounds which are certainly calculated to 
miflead the fuperficial obferver, it may be 

proper 
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•proper to enter into a more difcriminating 
inveftigation of the particular contingen* 
cies in which this difference originates. 

Not to remark the very fuperior ffate of 
cultivation and population which prevails 
in the principality of Rampore would be 
an injuftice to its proprietor:—it muff, 
however, be at the fame time acknow¬ 
ledged, that as much of this fuperiority is 
owing to a happy concurrence of favoura¬ 
ble circumftances, as to any perfonal exer¬ 
tion on the part of its ruler ; and is fuch, 
in fa£t, as no exertion whatever could have 
effe&ed independent of them. 

The diftrift of Rampore, it is true, 
owes its attual profperity to the induftry 
and ability of Fyzoola Khan ;—not, in¬ 
deed, to thefe qualities, wholly, as the 
means, but to them wholly, in the applica¬ 
tion of the advantages which he derived 

from adventitious caufes.-Firft, his fi- 

tuation ;—his territory being defended on 
one fide by the Ganges, as well as the inter¬ 
jacent 
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jacent country of Robilcund. (as the above 
river Is about; thirty-five rdftles diftant from 
his weftern frontier)—and the weaknefs of 
his neighbours lying beyond iton the 
other fide and behind, by woods and mouri- 
tains ;—and on the fouth, by the protec¬ 
tion of the £ritifh, virtually faving him 
from the certain deftru£tion which muft 
have been his lot, had not the prefumption 
more than the exertion of this fafeguard 
prevented any attempts to effect it;- ——- 
Secondly,—the natural advantages which 
a fmall dominion enjoys over a large 
(exclufive of the peculiar compa&uefs 
and defenfibility of pis) in admitting the 
fuperintendency of its firft magiftrate, 
without any delegation of official autho¬ 
rity, as well in th t general management as in 
the complete controul of its detail, both of 
government, revenue, and expence* —— 
Thirdly,—in a multitude of little ftreams 
which fall from the furrounding moun¬ 
tains, and fill with every diflolutiott of the 
fnows above, yielding, with the aid of ar¬ 
id ttfcial 
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tificiai dams, a conftant and unfailing flip* 
ply of moiftlre to the neighbouring 
grounds, in feafons of univerfal drought, 
as in the years 1781, 2, and 3, when all 
the upper regions of Hindoftan were burnt 
tip by the failure of three fucceflive rainy 
feafons; and the cultivation of Rampore 
was maintained equal to that which it pof- 
feffed with the natural influence of the 

climate-And—laftly,—in the fuperior 

population, and confequent cultivation and 
wealth it derived from the acceffion of fub- 
je&s, within the three before-mentioned 
years, from the circumjacent country, 
(which was not fo happily circumftanced 
in the above eflential points) as it is natural 
for men to fly from famine, and its inevi¬ 
table confequcnce, opprejjion , to a mild and 
equal government, and abundanceand, 
in the fame proportion as the territory of 
Fyzoola Khap gained by this circumffance, 
that of the Vizier loft in its population , and 
confequently in its cultivation and revenue . 


Many circumftances have heretofore 

concurred 



concurred to prevent Of interrupt the op- 
ration of the interhwen^e of j^ie 
government in the corredion and amend* 
ment of thofe particular grievance? under 
which the inhabitants of theft diftrida la¬ 
bour.—The accumulated dHlrpflfS of an 
univerfal war ; the immediate and urgent 
wants of a government drugging under 
imminent dangers and almoft infupcrable 
difficulties ;—and above all, the perpetual 
druggies of partiesy either in India or in 
England, in their effeds weakening its in¬ 
fluence, circumfcribing its authority, and 
embarraffing all its meafures, have hither¬ 
to united to render abortive any -effort* 
which might have been made for this pur- 

pofe.-That means might he adopted, 

in its prefent Hate of uninterrupted tran¬ 
quillity, to reform the abufes which have 
heretofore prevented the inhabitants of 
Kuttaber from enjoying the fulled advan¬ 
tages of a fituation happier, in fo me ter 
fpeds, than it perhaps ever was in before, 
cannot be doubted ; nor is there any reafon 
to defpair, in the prefent date of .the £ri- 
U 2 till* 
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tiCh .goverment in India, of thefe means 
being fpeedily and effe&ually exerted. 

Thus have we traced the progrefs of 
thefe Afgans in the northern provinces, 
from their firft rife under the gallantry and 
good conduct of AlleeMahummed, through 
a variety of fortune, to the final diflolu- 
tion of their power in Rohilcund by the 
transfer of the dominion of that diftrilt to 
Suja-al-£>owlah and his fuccefiors. 

Various and fevere are the ftriXures 
which have been pafled upon the latter 
part of thofe tranfaXions, and the preju¬ 
dice of ignorance and violence of party, 
aided by the ftrong aflTertions of popular 
declamation, have u nited to make it the 
fubjeX of general odium : but by a refer¬ 
ence to the fadis recited in the foregoing 
narrative, a more accurate and, i is to be 
prefumed, a fairer judgement may be 
formed of it. 


But, to enter fully into all the refleXions 

which 
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which occur upon this fubje& would carry 
the compiler far beyond his original inten¬ 
tion, which was only to give an impartial 
and, as far as lay in his power, an accurate 
relation of fa£ts ; and if the perufal of thefe 
fhall tend to eradicate a fingle prejudice, or 
remove a fingle error, with relpedt to the 
judgement which has hitherto been tuO 
generally paffed upon the latter part of 
thofe tranfa&ions, in which the honour 
and intereft of Great Britain are fi> materi¬ 
ally and intimately concerned, aud the de- 
cifion upon which involves every thing that 
can be dear to the feelings and the charac¬ 
ters of the adfors in it, he (hall think him- 
felf fully recompenfed for the trouble he 
ha6 taken. 


y 3 
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( N». I. ) 

TRANSLATION of a Treaty entered into 
between the Viiier of the Empire Suja-al- 
Dowlah, and the Rohilla Sirdars, recipro¬ 
cally interchanged. 

Agreement—F irft, friend£hip is eilabliflied 

« between us; and Hafiz Rahmut and all the other 
« Rohillas, great and fmall, have agreed and deter- 
« mined with the Vizier of the Empire, Suja-al-Dow- 
lah, that we adheretothe fubftance of this writing, 
u and never deviate from this agreement; that we 
€t efieem his friends as our friends, and his enemies as 
<c our enemies; and that we and our heirs, during our 
u lives, fliall adhere firmly to this our oath and 
« agreement; that we fhall be united and joined to- 
U 4 $i gether 
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** gether for the proteSion of the country of the Vi 
zier of the Empire, and of our own country; and 
“ »C anyepemy ("which God forbid !) fhould make an 
“ attempt againft us and the Vizier, we the Rohilia 
“ Sirdar* and the Vizier of the Empire ihall ufe 
“ our j oin t endeavours to oppofe him. We, all the 
M Rdhilla Sirdars, ill all alfo- join 'and unite id any 
“ meafure that may be determined by the Vizier of 
‘‘ the Empire for'the benefit of-the Nabob Mahum- 

med Zabita Khan.-We, both parties, fwear by 

“ the Almighty, his Prophbt, and the facred Koran, 
“ that we will firmly adhere to this folemn agree- 
“ ment, nor ever deviate from this our treaty. 

“ This Treaty, confirmed by oath, and fealed in 
<c the prefence of General Sir Robert Barker, written 
“ on the nth of the month Ribbee-al-Sanee, in the 
“ »186th year* of the Higera, and in the year of 
“ Chrift 1772.” 


N°. If. 
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( N°. II. ) 

TI ANSLATION of a Treaty entered into 
by Hafiz Rahnaut Khan (on the part of the 
Rohilla Sirdars) with the Nabob Suja-al- 
Dowlah, Vizier of the Empire. 


“THE Vizier of the Empire, Suja-al-Dowlah, 
“ fhall eftablifh the Rotiiilas in their different poflef- 
“ fions, obliging the Mahrattas to retire, either by 
“ peace or war;—this to depend on the pleafure of the 
“ Vizier. 

u If at any time, without either peace or war, the 
“ Mahrattas, on account of the rains, /hall crofs [the 
u Ganges] and retire, and after the rainy feaTon they 
“ ihould again enter the country of theRohillas, their 
“ expulfion is the bufmefs of the Vizier. 

4C The Rohilla Sirdars, in confequence of the above, 
u do agree to pay to the Vizier Suja-al-Dowlah forty 
i€ lads of rupees , in the following manner. 

w the Mahrattas are now in the country of the 
* Rohilla Sirdars, the Vizier of the Empire /hall ad- 
** from Shawbad as far ,as may be neceflary to 

“ enable 





* 9 * 

a enable the families of the Rohillas to leave the 
u j un gles and return to their habitations#*' "Ten lacks 
« of rupees in fpecie, in part of the above fujn, lhall 
u t hen be paid; and the remaining thirty lacks in 
« three years from the beginning of the year 1180 
* Fuffillee. 

« This agreement fealed in the prefence of General 
« Sir Robert Barker,” &c. &c. 


N°. III. 
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( N®. HI. ) 

TRANSLATION of a Treaty under the feat 
of the Nabob Suja-al-Dowlah, Vizier-al-Mu 
mileck-Bchadur, and Colonel Alexander 
Champion, commander in chief of the Com* 
pany’s forces on the expedition againft Rohil- 
cund, executed in camp near Lolldong on 
the izth of the month Rujib, in the u88tb 
year 1 of the Higera (the 7th of O&obcr, 
* 774 . 


** PEACE being concluded between us and the 
“ Nabob Fyzoola Khan Behadur, I have agreed to 
“ give him the country of Rampore and its depen- 
“ dencies, producing together the yearly fum of 
fourteen lacks and feventy-five tlioufand rupees; 
and I have furthermore ftipulated that Fyzoola 
“ Khan may retain in his fervice an armed force con- 
4< filling of five thoufand men, and not a fingle 
“ more. I therefore give this written engagement, 
that I will, at all times, and upon all occafions, 
** fupport the honour and chara&er of the faid Fy- 
“ zoola Khan, and will promote his interefl and ad- 

“ varitaea 
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« v antag e to the utmoft of my power,—upon the 
« following conditions. That Fyzoola Khan fhall not 
« enter into conneaion with any perfon but myfelf; 
u and that he (hall hcid nocorrefpondence with any 
« except myfelf and the Englifh chiefs; that he fhall 
« confider my friends as his friends, and my enemies 
« a, his enemies: and that, with whomfoever I 
« fhall make war, Fyzoola Khan fhall fend two or 
« three thoufand men, according to his ability, to join 
« my forces; and, if 1 march in perfon he fhall him- 
« felf accompany me with his troops, and if, onac- 
« count of the fmallnefs of the number of the forces 
« he is to retain in his fervice he be not able to accom- 
« pany me, Twill then appoint him three or four 
« thoufand more troops, that he may accompany me 
« with a good army ;-and I will be at the expence of 

« fupporting them. 

<« Upon the performance of thefe conditions, I 
« have agreed to give the faid countries, at the afore- 
c« mentioned revenue, to Fyzoola Khan, and to pro- 
« mote his intereft and advantage to the utmoft of my 
“ power. 

cc Jf Fyzoola Khan fulfils the articles of this 
•* treaty, and fteadily adheres thereto, 1 will not 
« (God willing) negleft whatever may be to his ad- 
«c vantage. He fhall fend the remainder of theRo- 
« h illas to the other fide of the Ganges. 


«■ I nave 



N D I X. *?$- 

« I have fworn opon the holy Koran* calling God 
« ^ his Prophet to witnefs to the performance of 
« thefearticles* 

« Executed in the prefence of Colonel Ale 
u C ham pion* as aforefaid,*' 8cc. fitc. &c. 







( N*. IV. ) 

TRANSLATION of a Treaty un^ thc fcal 
of Fyzodla Khan Beh&durand Colonel Alex¬ 
ander Champion, executed at the camp near 
Lolld6ng on the 12th of the month Rujib; 
in the 1188th year of the Higera (the 7th of 
Oftober> 1774). 


* 6 PEACE being concluded between the Vizier-al- 
^ Mumaleck and me, and the Nabob Vizier having 
^ been gr&cioufly pleafed to bellow on me a country, 
€i I have fworn upon the holy Koran, calling God 
and his Prophet to witnefs to what I engage, that 
^ I will always whilil I live continue in fubmiflion 
** and obedience to the Nabob Vizier; that I will re- 
" tain iiimy fervice five thoufand men, ftipulated by 
u the Nabob Vizier, and not a fingle man moie; that 
** with whomfoever the Nabob*Vizier fhall engage in 
u hoflilities, I will afiift him ; and, that if the Nabob 
<c Vizier fhall fend an army againftany enemy, 1 will 
^ perfonally attend him with my forces where he 
€t goes himfelf upon fucli fervice;—or 1 fliall other- 
u wife fend two or three thoufand of my troops to 
41 join thetn that I will have no connexion with 
€t any perfoh but the Nabob Vizier, and will hold no 
44 correfpondence with any one, the Englifh chiefs 

<f excepted;— 
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« exceptedthat whatever the Nabob diieds I Will 
« execute, and that I will, in all places, and at all 
u yimM, whether in profperity or adverfity, coatiMB 
« hisaffociate. 

« I have fworn on the holy Koran, calling God 
« and his Prophet to witnefc, to die performance of 
« thefe articles. 

« May God and his Prophet punilh me if I aA 
« contrary to them, or negledt to fulfil the whole of 
« thefe conditions.” 

« Executed in the prefence of Colonel Champion ai 
« afore&id,” &c. &c. &c. 


r 
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( N °- v - ) 

NFSLATION of a Firman under the feai 
of .Nabob Suja-al-Dowl|h, Vizier-ah-Mumi* 
leck-Beh&dur. 


Vizier al Mumale^k 
Suja-al-Dowlah 
Behadur. 


A 


« TO the Chowdrles, Colle&ors, Canongoes* 
Tax-gatherers, Farmers, &c. &c. of the Ptirgun- 

€t naa of Shawbad and Rampore,~-Know ye ! 

€t that we have^ranted the jaghecrs of the under- 
rt mentioned diftri£ts to the Nabob FyMtffik Khan 
u Behadur, and that the ufual and fixed revenues are 
«* to be jpiid iato the hands of the proper officers of 
*< the ^W^ JFyzoola Khan ;—obeying him in all 
things, fiiall no way fail in your duty to him 
n but in every refpeft fubtnitto his authority. 


Written on the 7th of the month Shaban, in 
the ii88th year of the Higera.” 


Diftrifts, Revenues, and Taxes* 

Hazrit Naggurr - - - 275,000^ 

Balafs Poor.1 $0,0001 

Ahak» n - - - - 22*000 

ghawbid - - - - - - 600,000 j 75,000 Rapct£ 

Moradabad * - - - - 1 50,0001 

/Lt'tatd ------ 7 5,000 J 

FINIS, 







